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^Letter  yVcwi  a  Gentleman  in  E- 
dinburgh  to  hit  Friend  in  England. 

S  T  R, 

IMPRESSED  with  an  unfavourable  o- 
pinion  of  the  people,  I  entered  this 
country  with  a  rcluiflance  which  nothing 
but  the  ftrength  of  my  curioflty  could 
have  overcome.  As  I  had  promifed  my- 
fclf  but  little  rui6fa«5tion  from  the  con- 
verfatiou  of  people  1  had  been  taught  W 
defpife,  I  had  been  at  little  trouble  to 
procure  letters  of  recommendation,  my 
attention  being  principally  directed  to 
the  w’ild  and  limplc  graces  of  nature,  ra¬ 
ther  than  the  manners  and  cultoms  of  a 
nation  who  had  been  reprefented  to  tnt 
as  having  rifen  to  eminence  by  fubftitu- 
ting  appearances  for  realities;  and  who, 
though  deftitute  of  every  good  quality, 
had,  by  an  affe^ation  of  tirtue,  and  an 
adroit nefs  in  low  flattery,  forced  theif 
way  to  the  highefl  and  moll  lucraftive 
departments  both  in  camp  and  cabinet. 
I  had  been  told  that  their  learning  was 
pedantic,  their  complaifance  afle^ed, 
their  hofpitaruv  oftentatlous,  and  their 
profeflions  of  triendihip  iofiocere:  that 
they  were  blindly  parti^  to  the  merit  of 
their  own  countrymen,  and  intidiouOy 
VoL.XXIU. 


difpofed.to  detract  from  the  reft  of  man-, 
kind.  I  had  been  moreover  informed/ 
that  the  parade  of  an  oftentatlous  vanity^ 
and  the  ftruggles  of  a  haughty',  yet  (loth-,* 
fill  poverty,  formed  a  molt  ridiculoua 
contrail  i  that  they  were  meanly  lubfer- 
vient  to  their,  foperiors,  referved  to  their 
eqaals,  and  infolent  to  their  depeiuleiits. 
In  Ihort,  that  pride,  poverty,  vgnity  and 
diflimulation,  were  the  diftinguilhing 
marks  of  the  Scottilh'  nation. 

A  little  obTervation  foon  convinced 
me  that  this  picture  was  in  many  part» 
falfe,  in  others  diftorted,  in  all  overebar*. 
ged.  Juftice  obliges  me  to  witbdrauf^' 
the  veil,  which  has  been  thrown  by  the 
hand  of  prejudice  over  the  virtues  of  4 
people  who  have  few  eqnals,  no  fupe^ 
riors,  among  the  modern  nations  of  £u« 
rope;  who,  notwithftanding  the  dilad* 
vantages  of  dimare,  the  late  introduce 
tion  of  commerce,  and  the  difaftm  into 
which  they  have  been  pYurged  by  thdr 
fcveral  attempts  towards  a  revolution  in 
government,  have  yet  attained  the  high* 
eft  degree  of  eihincnce  in  thoic  art# 
which  depend  upon  an  exertion  of  the 
faculties  of  the  mind.  Many  of  tbeir 
authors  have  difplayed  a  variety  of  learn* 
ing,  a  force  of  genius,  and  a  depth  of 
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rcafoninp,  which  have  been  feldom  ri- 
valhd,  never  exceilcd.  The  great  pro- 
grefs  they  have  made  in  phiitifophy  and 
mathimatics  has  dt>ne  them  diftinguini- 
cd  honour.  The  hiftoric  Mule  Teem# 
hera  to  have  fixed  her  rctideiice.  Their 
ai^einptb  in  works  of  humour,  in  poetry, 
and  the  Belles  Lettres, ‘though  not  fh 
confpietious  as  the  former,  h  ivc  yetcon- 
lidcrable  merit. 

In  icgard  to  the  qualities  of  the  heart, 
the  ^K'ot^  are  and  !\pcerc  in  their 

attachments,  and  equally  liuccre,  though 
not  implacable,  in  thiir  rc'critirents ; 
fVee  f^om  the  dark-  dcfigning  rul)tilly  of 
the 'Italians,  the  haughty  rcicrvc  of  the 
Spaniatds,  and  the  frivolous  levity  of  the 
French.  They  have  been  ridiculed  for 
a  blind  attachment  and  flavifh  deference 
to  their  fupeiiors;  yet  Ihw,  we  fiml,  was 
thV  cafe  of  all  Eur<»pe  during  the  exif* 
tence  of  the  feudal  goveinment.  The 
many  rcvidutions  that  have  happened* 
duilfig  thefe  thrre  laft  centuries,  have  at 
length  happily  overturned  that  fyftem.fo 
fatal  to  the  liberties  of  mankind.  The 
difadvantages  attending  tl»at  form  of  go¬ 
vern  menl  were,  ho\^ever,  experienced 
here  longer  than  in  raoft  othtfr  countries : 
blit,  as  the  rebellion  in  the  year  1745 
feemed  to  be  the  laflftruggles  of  expiring 
defpotifm,  fo  the  ccnlcqueiices  of  that 
i«ebillion  totally  eradicated  every  re¬ 
maining  appearance  of  feudal  tyranny. 
Their  courage  in  the  field  has  never 
been  diftmted.’  They  alone  claim  the 
honour  of  having  never  fubmittrd  to  ai»y 
conqueror.  Inftances  of  valour,  whicr\ 
would  do  honour  to  the  heroes  of  Sparta 
and  Home,  may  be  found  in  the  eventful 
hirtory  t)f  the  unfortunate  houfc  of 
9tuirt;  and  tbc  fate  of  that  familv  will 
afford  a  ftrikiug  example  of  the  fubliinc 
folly  of  attempting  dHpotic  fway  over  a 
brave  and  generous  people:  but  the  vir¬ 
tue,  in  wbi'ch  they,  furpafs  all  modern 
nations,  if  that  patriotic  attachment  to 
their  native  country,  which  fuimcd  the 
moil  ftrikiug  feature  in  the  P.omaii  cliarac* 
ter.  Thiifentimrot  is  here  cultivated  ear¬ 
ly  in  life,  and  it  never  eradicated.  It  if 
talked  of  in  other  countries,  but  is  fklt 
here.  In  England  (1  am  forry  to  fay)' it 
h  feldom  mentioned  but  with  ridicule, 
except  when  it  fei  ves  as  an  apology  for 
a  faAion.— It  may  not,  perhaps^  be  im* 
|yropcr  to  hazard*  a  corjeiiurc,  that  the 
thidy  of  the  Roman  law,  which  is  fo 
prevalent  here,  may  greatly  conduce  to¬ 
wards  the  ioipruvcmcat  of  this  noble 


fentiment.  Many  people  have  drawn  t 
companfon  beiw'een  the  Scots  and  the 
Swi!s;  a4id  thert^  certainly  is  fomc  re- 
iembiauce  between  them  in  the  two  laft 
mentioned  particulars;  but  though  the 
Swifs  perhaps  excel  the  Scotb  in  the  fim- 
plicity  and  purity  of  their  manners  (the 
effects  of  a  barren*  foil,  and  cold  tempe¬ 
rament  of  body),  >ct  they  fall  infinitely 
beneath  them  in  the  exertions  of  genius, 
the  fpirii  of  enterprUe,  and  that  boneft 
ardour  fijr  faiTic,  which  is  the  (trongeft. 
cbara»^eriftic  of  a  noble  mind. 

Their  convci  lation  is  tpirited  and  »• 
greeable,  with  a  bias  towards  argument, 
which,  when  rcflrained  by  the  lawiof 
decorum,  is  the  foul  of  converfatioo; 
and  indeed,  without  this  incentive,  con- 
veifation  would  never  rife  above  the 
common  forms  of  vernacular  compK- 
ineut,  or  the  infipidity  of  narration,  mr- 
ticu)<4ily  in  thofe  northern  climes,  where 
the  eccentric  beauties  of  a  brilliant  fan¬ 
cy  arc  not  fo  confp'cuous  as  »h  the  war¬ 
mer  countries  of  Europe*.  Not  that  the 
Scots  arc  deficient  in  wit:  the  exhilara¬ 
ting  glals  never  fails  to  produce  the  moft 
fprightly  fallics  of  imagination:  to  Chts 
pleating  efTc^  I  am  inclined  to  impute 
their  excen'es  in  wine,  rather  ihaii  to  an 
lubitual  depravity  of  tafte. 

The  language  of  politenefs  (allowing, 
for  d liferent  cuitoms  and  difilrent 
idioms)  is  much  the  fame  in  all  couth* 
tries;  bui  the  warmth  of  the  Scots  in 
thii»  particidar  has  fubjtdled  them  to  the 
iiuputatioii  of  iutincerity;  l>ut  I  own  1 
would  much  rather  receive  a  compli¬ 
ment  which  has  ail  the  tnaiks  of  being  a 
genuine  tfiuficn  of  the  heart,  than  bear 
a  man  profefs  bimicif  my  friend  in  a 
hackneyed  form  of  phrafe,  and- with  a 
colduefs  of  manner  which  gives  a  dired 
lie  to  his  woids.  In  England  we  pay 
compliments  with  a  volubility  of  tongue 
and  a  vacancy  of  face,  which  fufficienllf 
indicate  wc-don*t  believe  what  .we 
faying. 

Sut>crficial  obTervers  (FlUom  take  the 
trouble  to  inveftigate  caules  and  efiedts;* 
flares  of  habit,  their  own  narrow  prejur-' 
dices  arc  their  only  ilandards  of  proprie¬ 
ty;  hence,  (truck  with  appearances,  they 
rail,  with  all  the  poignancy  of  wit,  and 
all  the  bitteruefs  of  iatire,.  agaiolf  fuch* 
manners  and  cuCtoms  as  ditler  (Vooi 
their  own.  Prom  tbit  want  pf  candour 
arife  thofe  reproaches,  which  ftrangeit 
fo  liberally  caR  upon  the  Scots  fbr  tbefk 
fouUuel's)  for  aoccftorial  dignityf '  the 
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fplerrdor  of  equipage,  ard  the  parade  of 
fnicrtainment. — In  regard  to  the  firft, 
whaltvcT  tends  towards  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  elevated  fentiments  and  heroic 
jtoliievemmiK,  will  never  be  the  oh^'edl 
ol  ridicule  to  a  judicious  mind.  In  Uto¬ 
pian  fchemes  tif  government,  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  individuals  depends  upon  perfo- 
ral  merit  alone;  but,  an  none  “but  the 
vilionary  expedl  abfolute  perfedtion,  il 
may  not  perh.aps  be  uoimpoitant  to  in¬ 
quire,  whether  the  pofTcflion  of  heredi¬ 
tary  honours,  or  the  accumulation  of  I'u- 
perfluous  wealth  be  of  more  diflervicc  to 
national  manners?  From  lliofc  with 
•whom  money  fupplies  every  deficiency 
of  merit,  the  anlwcr  is  obviotis.  Splen¬ 
dor  of  eqin'page  is  generally  an  attendant 
on  rank. — In  regvird  to  the  parade  of  en- 
tertainnaent,  an  unprejudiced  perfon 
will  readily  excute  thofe  cxceflcs,  w'hich 
iw  from  that  opennefsof  manners,  and 
•that  love  for  fociety,  which  generally 
charfidcrife  a  benevolent  heart. 

A  heavier  charge,  however,  ftill  re¬ 
trains,  their  poverty  and  want  of  indu- 
firy.  To  determine  whether  poverty  be 
a  pt'fitive  or  a  relative  evil,  is  a  point  I 
*iiiall  not  prefiime  to  difeufs.  Hiftory 
fufliciently  proves  that  enormous  wealth 
ia  no  more  abfolutcly  neceffary  to  the 
happinefs  of  ftates  than  of  individuals. 
'J'he  rapid  progrefs  of  agriculture,  com¬ 
merce  and  manufadfures,  within  ihefc 
iew  years,  wmII,  however,  foon  remove 
•this  charge;  but  whether  the  increafe  of 
•iiixiiry  (the  unavoidable  confcquencc  of 
riches)  will  conduce  to  the  happinefs  of 
the  country,  time  will  difeover. 

^  -Yours,  &c.  Argbntoh. 
Jaf/.  13.  1774. 

7>  the  Publisher  (?/ 

MaGAZ  INE. 

S  I  R, 

YOU  lately  favoured  the  public  with 
very  pertinent  obfervations  upon 
'Ihc  philqfnphical  works  of  D — d  H — e, 
I^<q;  but  1  muft  be  of  opinion,  that  your 
coirefpondcnt  has  been  guilty  of  great 
fxcefg  in  hit  encomium  on  the  hiftorical 
produdfioiis  of  that  celebrated  author; 
tor  the  mind  that  is  not  fortified  by  a  fo- 
lid  judgment,  and  a  confident  fyftem  of 
principles,  is  in  no  Icfs  danger  from  the 
latter  than  the  former. 

Freedom  of  inquiry  into  all  fubjeds  is 
more  common  in  the  prefent,  than  any 
.p*‘cccding  age  ;  nor  ought  it  to  be  check¬ 


ed  ;  but  fuch  at  take  the  lead,  are  un¬ 
der  the  firidtefi:* obligation. to  guard 
gaiuR  giving  our  youth  fuch  direditon  at 
tends  to  debate  their  .good  fenfe,  or  guc* 
Tupi  their  morals.  Every  man  who*hat 
a  ifcart  will  feel  this  obligation.  Young 
men  of  forward  tempers  .and  fuperfidU 
judgments,  merit  the  contideration  arf 
authors  of  every  denomination;  aiul  if 
only  fuch  arc  in  danger  of  being  usduue, 
by  bad  principles  coovevedto  their  mindn 
through. the  channel  or  fine  writing, 
ciety  fuifers  more  than  it  can  gain  by  the 
•efibrts  of  genius  applied  to  purpoiet  iip 
pernicious. 

That  the  hiflorical  comyofitioos  of 
D — d  -H — e,  Efq;  tend  to  vitiate  the.  ci- 
wil  and  religious  principles  of  the  youths 
is  evident  to  every  reader  of  hit  hiftory^ 
who  attends  to  bb  apologies  for  tyranny 
and  fuperdition,  which  occur  as  (^ten an 
mention  is  made  of  either.  His  defence 
of-  fuperfiition  and  enmity  to  a  fpiritual 
worfhip,  which,  he  fa|^,  is  unfit  for  man 
to  c.fier  to  God,  is  a  proof  of  his  pallton 
for  paradox,  and  his  iMltipsthy  to  the  li¬ 
berties  of  mankind.  You,  Sir,  know 
liow  fond  he  is  of  his  favourite  prio^, 
and  favourite  primate ;  How  highly  doth 
he  adnirc  the  wilclom  and  deep  policy 
of  the  church  of  Rome,  which  foftened 
the  rage  of  enthufiafifi,  by  interpofing 
vifible  objeds  of  worihip  between  Ood 
and  the  foni :  that  is,  by  introducing 
the  woribip  of  idols  into  the.  Chriftian 
•church. 

'To  dolslm  jufilce,  it  muft  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  his  averfipn  to  the  reforma¬ 
tion  is  the  great  cauie  of  his  fondnefii 
for  fupcrftiiion;  for  the  great  objcd.of 
one  intirc  volume  of  his  hiftory,  is  to 
render  the  fpirit  ofitbe  reformation  cona- 
plet^ly  odious. 

His  mentioning  with  fome  degree  of 
favour  the  intcrefts  of  -liberty  foroetimea 
in  the  courfc  of  his  hiftory,  is  mere  af- 
.frdation;  for  the  prefervation  of  the  li¬ 
berties  of  Europe  from  the  tyranny  of 
the  houfe  of  Auftna,  and  of  Great  firi- 
hiin  from  the  ufurpations  of  the  houfe 
ut  Stuart,  muft  be  aferibed  to  that  very 
fpirit  which  he  exhibits'  in  the  moft 
frightful  colours.  Jf  this  author  had 
poirefled  judgixtcnt  in  any  proportion  to 
his  acutenefs,  he  would  have  obferved 
‘  the  high  merit  which  he  himfelf  had  gi¬ 
ven  this  very  fpint,  when  he  had  put  it 
upon  a  foot'mg  with  what  will  ever  be 
held  dear  among  free  snenj  1  a^an  the 
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fit  of  patriotifm  ;  for  this  is  produc* 
tfve  ot  a»  violent  commotions  as  can  be 
cha»yed  on  the  fpirit  of  retormrUioii. 

Bnt  what  arc  the  happy  effedts  to  be 
derived  from  this  wonderful  projedt  of 
our  author’s,  of  ertinguilhing  piety  by 
the  fubtlitution  of  fupcrftition  ?  One  ob¬ 
vious  confeqtience  is,  that  the  minds  of 
men  are  neceflarily  diverted  from  the 
foie  objedt  of  religious  worftiip.  But 
thi't  is  what  this  gentleman  will  by  no 
means  regret.  Ir  were,  however,  to  be 
V.  illied,  ihat  fuch  sls  are  inccftanlly  ccle- 
brai.ng  and  recommending  this  hiltory 
would  think  of  this  ‘conftqucnce;  it 
rhock  an  haucA  Theift— be  an  ob- 
1  ol  hoiror  to  a  Chriftiaii. — Atheifts 
v  'i'  c.i’i  Ttc*)ncile  it  to  tncir  minds. 

’  Ti’oid  our  author i»^  age. 'd  natured 
.  v.  l.y  dees  he  then  recommend 
to  render  men  lav.igc  and 
Is  not  this  theni‘nral  ten- 
«  u*!.  V  .  fi.'»  rOiiion :  D  it  not  create 
T't'  tcinrciit  0*  all  others  the  mod  vi- 
e  !  .  1  .  iitrai^eouh,  the  moll  impla- 

A  rue) The  atten'ipt  of  the 
pro;  "  •  to  tear  to  pieces  the 

i;>- .  .  ;  ..id  broached  a  heretr  againlt 

I  ic:  'd  >U.  :s  a  fpecimen  of  the  lolera- 
i  ing  iihrit  o*"  fupdJlition.  Though  this 
,  hlvihiphic  I'iHorian  had  forgot  the  tor- 
»rnii,  of  l.uH'^ii  bl'Kjd  ihed  to  appeafe 
iht  dermoM  of  hi;.>e’hi'i' n,  he  might 
iiav:  11  ieall  iccollrv^ed,  that  the  prince 
i:i  t  V.il ofop^.T  fell  a  Sacrifice  to  it ;  and 
iThis  j.rrfcnrions  to  pnil''(ophy  had  been 
avcil  ti'i  ••deu,  he  would  iiavc  beheld 
ivith  indignation  this  fame  fpiut  cmcify 
th'w  jHirs  Chrifl,  if  he  had  at  any 

lime  trad  cr  heard  .nt  lurh  an  event. 
iVrhap:  hts  opinion  of  the  hrll  Ohnllians 
iiia>  o.  no  higher  than  that  of  the  Scots 
leior.ncis;  but  if  he  had  conQdered 
tiiein  a^  the  frec-thir.kv  r ^  of  ihe  age,  lie 
w^iiid  nave  been  aHtiilcu  with  the 
fUughter  of  counllefs  muttitudrsol  them, 
Jv'r  no  otticr  crime  but  a  little  freedom 
cf  thought  reipwcting  the  fupe; ftition  of 
I  he  time**  Kein*.r  tie  ’s  fuperll.'ioti  cta- 
ic'i  not,  fv>i  ftveral  ernturivs.  to  tirag 
|i  r  '  inno'..cn*5-  befoie  id'darrout.  julgci*, 
vh  3  condemned  and  bmehered  them 
With  a  'ruciiy  unheard  of  before  that 
p-'i  d.  and  never  alier  ptavliiH  till  the 
church  liLifeil  became  idolalrous. 

'i  l.u  f*..nuti*i  piwKOloflf — i  H — c’s 
bad  it»  full  wht*.,  lo  aggiandizc 

uvereilert*  auil  u  *minceiitig  Dtitfii,  mii- 
ot  nir  i  '‘ric  ihciificrd,  t(n>u'aiu!8 

pf  faiujiics  involved  in  ia:n,  and  many 


flouriihing  dates  and  kingdoms  iiT«Q;>« 
verably  deprefled — all  to  an  objed  whicli 
John  Calvin  or  John  Knox  ^HevedtO 
poifefs  no  degree  of  merit.  Under  the 
fame  bloody  banners  the  blind  votarict 
of  fuperditiun  thereafter  marched  to 
murder  in  cold  blood  the  Waldenfeiaiid 
Alhigenfes,  the  only  free-thinkers  of 
tiled  age.  What  produced  the  Paris  maf- 
faerc — the  Irifli  maflacrc— the  gon- pow¬ 
der  treafon — the  pious  operations  of  the 
holy  inquifition  ?  Superdition:  Pitileii^ 
rclentlels  luperdition  !  which  in  every 
age  and  country  has  not  ceafed  to  per¬ 
petrate  cruelties  fliocking  to  human  nai- 
ture.  .  ' 

•  Are  not  the  fubjeids  of  Britain  highly 
obligt'd  to  D — d  H — e  for  his  zeaiottt 
edbrts  to  have  this  infernal  daemon  redo- 
red  to  his  domination  in  this  country^ 
Hih  pious  zeal  merits  applaule — placH 
— pciilions.  By  the  beauty,  the  variety, 
andtali  the  charms  of  compobtion,  he 
would  reconcile  our  youth  to  the  ex¬ 
tinction  of  true  piety,  the  edabliflimcnt 
of  fuperltition,  and  the  admiliion  of  ty¬ 
ranny,  civil  and  eccleliadical.  What 
mighty  merit  hath  thi*  philufophichido- 
rian  acquired  w'ith  all  true  friends  of  the 
Britifh  condilution  ! 

Tnat  a  man  w  ho  wants  to  didinguifli 
bimfclf  by  opinions  contrary  to  the  com^^ 
nion  fenfe  ol  maukiiid,  ihould  have  the 
boldnefs  to  ofTcr  to  the  public  a  fydem 
of  paradox,  abfurdity  and  contradiAiuo» 
might  be  cxpedlcd  from  a  perfon  of  D— d 
H — c’s  uncommon  contexture  of  mind: 
But  can  you,  Sir,  account  for  the  cnoq- 
ini  urns  wc  meet  with  continually  of  bis 
hidonca)  compontioiis  ?  Are  we  not  pef- 
tered  with  panegyiics  upon  the  hidorr 
of  D — d  H — c,  Efq;  ?  Is  he  not  zealqqh 
ly  lecommcndcd  to  our  youth  byfuch  as 
fet  up  fur  their  indru^ors  and  theif 
guides  in  literary  and  civil  accomplifli- 
mentsi  £><>  not  his  panegyrids,  in  their 
daily  ptibiicalions,  extol  him  above  eve^ 
ry  oihtr  hidorian  ?  Can  wc  fiippoic  thefls 
fecretly  poffefled  ot^  the  fame  principles*? 
Are  the  votaries  of  feepticifm,  pyrho* 
iiiim,  luperdition,  tyranny,  the  only  au- 
tiiors  who  can  attrad  the  attention  and 
command  the  rclpev^tof  the  prefeut  ge- 
neiation?  Do  not  men  of  ability,  pietyr 
ar.d  liberal  principles,  dill  occupy  the 
fupciior  ranks  in  life  ?  and  will  they  con¬ 
tinue  to  look  with  iodiffcrencc  upon  that 
lydem  of  education  u  bich  is  adopted 
by  (hofe  monopolizers  of  .public  fame? 
Joey,  and  all  Lber  men,  muft  fed  UK 
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icfolts  offered  to  common  fenfe  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  incenfe  ottered  to  the  produc- 
ijons  of  D— a  11— e  :  but  it  ought  to  a- 
Urinthcn;  when  they  recoiled  that  his 
Liftory,  fo  inucli  celebrated,  is  calcula¬ 
ted  to  fortity  their  pofterity  agaiaft  eve¬ 
ry  iciitiment  of  humanity,  and  form 
thimmto  tool»of  tyranny  and  oppref- 
lion.  Yours,  6cc. 

Old  Whig. 

To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
Maga'^ine. 

He  that  ftcals  my  piirfc,  ftcals  trafh  : 

Eui  iK'  tliat  rilchL&  liom  me  my  ginul  name, 
Koufc  me  of  that  which  not  enriches  ium, 

“But  makes  me  poor  indeed.  Slakef^care, 

S  I  R, 

O  vice  fo  much  betrays  a  narrow- 
net.  of  foul,  dtlcovers  fo  plainly  a 
dcpiavity  of  difpolition,  is  produdivc  of 
foch  dangerous  confequencts,  merits  fo 
much  a  general  contempt,  yet  is  more 
univerfaliy  overlooked,  as  the  unnatural 
pradice,  which  is  lb  prevalent,  of  calum¬ 
niating  tlie  reputation  of  others.  It  is  a 
difeafe  of  the  mind  that  immediately 
tends  to  the  fubveriiun  of  one  of  the 
moll  amiable  of  the  Chrillian  virtues:  it  is 
dcllrudivc  to  focicty,  of  no  utility  to  the 
detractor,  highly  injurious  to  the  cha- 
rader  of  the  perfon  aimed  at,  and  extir¬ 
pates  from  the  human  heart  every  I'enti- 
roent  of  truth  and  humanity. 

A  good  name  is  the  deiirable  objed  of 
every  individual :  to  a  rational  being  it 
is  of  more  iurpalfing  worth  than  all  the 
gl.ire  of  drei's  and  equipage.  Neither 
the  pride  of  the  haughty  vidor,  the 
pump  of  kings,  nor  all  the  gay  trappings 
and  advantages  of  a  fplendid  fortune, 
can  be  brought  into  competition  with 
the  luperior  excellence  of  a  fair  and  ap¬ 
proved  charader :  it  bears  away  the 
paim,  and  is  deemed  by  the  poiTcirar 
far  more  dear  than  life  itfclf.  How 
much  then  it  the  wretch  to  be  defpifed 
who  thus  recedes  from  virtue,  and  grows 
wicked  without  temptation  !  how  juftly 
merits  he  the  appellation  of  the  word  of 
felons,  who,  by  private  and  proftiluted 
means,  defpoils  another  of  this  inefti- 
mabie  jewel !  The  dagger  of  the  intre¬ 
pid  allalTin  (trikes  openly  at  life,  while 
the  cnvxnonKd  lhafts  of  calumny  fly  in- 
vifiblc,  and  wound  in  fccret.  The  heart 
from  whence  it  proceeds  mud  be  full- 
fraught  with  vitiated  principles;  and,  I 


believe,  it  will  generally  be  (bund  ta^ 
reign  predominant  in  that  bofom  whies 
is  confcious.of  its  own  manifold  iiaper* 
fediuiis,  and  confequently  redlefs’and 
unhappy  at  all  times,  but  when  employ¬ 
ed  in  tearing  the  reputation  of  another^ 
wbofe  fuperior  virtue  and  excellencies 
it  defpairs  of  ever  attaining  to :  While 
the  truly  benevolent  man  is  advancing 
ferene  through  the  thorny  path  of  life» 
dlduflng  a  benign  influence  wherever  be 
goes ;  forming  the  mod  generous  wifhes, 
and  exprelTing  the  tendered  regard  for 
the  welfare  in  life  of  bis  fellow- creatures, 
the  illiberal  detradlor,  like  a  cruel  cloif- 
ter’d  monk  brooding  over  mifehief,  is 
dung  with  rancorous  hate,  gives  full 
fcope  to  the  idle  petulance  of  a  lying 
tongue,  tortures  invention,  hearkens  to 
the  baleful  fuggedious  of  the  devil,  and, 
by  his  afTidance,  creates  and  circulates 
the  unnatural  bantling.  Which  wounds 
the  fair  chara(5lcr  that  dazzles  his  weak 
fight ;  So  have  w'c  frequently  fecn  the 
idle  barking  of  fome  yelping  cur  difre- 
garded  and  difdained  by  the  generouf 
madifl. — To  circulate  a  report  that  we 
have  not  a  moral  certainty  for,  reflect 
greatly  on  the  imbecillity  of  our  judg¬ 
ment,  as  the  perfon  from  whom  we  had 
it  might,  perhaps,  only  mean  to  fport 
with  our  credulity;  and,  if  he  gains  his 
end,  be  ridicules  and  expofes  the  (hal¬ 
lo  wnefs  of  our  underdanding.— Envy  is 
infeparably  attendant  on  merit,  which  is 
to  it  as  odious  as  the  effulgent  fplendor 
of  the  luminary  of  day  is  to  the  folitary 
bird  of  darknefs:  but  the  perfon  who 
fits  down  with  a  profeffed  defign  of  in¬ 
venting  and  propagating  a  tale  that  he  it 
confeious  exids  no  where  but  in  the 
vifionary  regions  of  his  own  brain,  to  be 
indudrious  in  fpreading  it  forth  to  tb^ 
world  with  a  confident  aifurance,  audC 
by  artful  infinuations,  to  work  on  the 
credulity  of  others,  that  by  their  means 
it  might  be  more  widely  diduled,  sod, 
from  the  multiplicity  of  coocurrin|^  tefti- 
mony,  put  on  fomewbat  the  air  and 
drefs  of  veracity;  the  perfon  capable  of 
fuch  bufinefs  charaAcrizes  himfelf,  in 
my*  opinion,  of  a  nature  truly  dia^lica][. 

Neither  are  thofe  to  be  exempted  from 
the  opprobrious  epithet  of  flanderers  who 
give  ear  toluch  grouodlefs  reports;  who 
receive  them  with- avidity  to  gratify  a 
criminal  curiofity;  who  know  theu^  to 
be  falfe,  but  cannot,  not  refid 

the  pleafng  im^uKeof  ddivefing  them  by 
way  of  f(^ret  *to  their  iotimatcv  How* 
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-jtvcr  they  tnny  flitter  themfelvefi  of  their 
innocence,  they  wil!,  in  the  cflimate  of 
Jiidiciou*  men,  be  ennfidered  as  obnoxi¬ 
ous  as  guilty  as  the  t):  igin.il  .luihor ; 

for  they  cannot  Hevilc  a  more  efl'c^tual 
methoti  of  proclaiming  it  to'  the  world 
than  by  enjoining  ftcrtfy. 

Human  nature  is  perverfely  obflinate, 
and  at  all  times  impatient  of  reflraim. 
‘Did  they  .at  once  announce  it  by  tuck  of 
•drum,  it  would  prefcntly  fubiidc,  and 
the  world  would  receive  fo  flight  an  im- 
preSion,  that  it  would  very  foon  be  bu¬ 
ried  in  oblivion :  but  when  a  m.ilicious 
whifper  circulates  through  fcveral  hands, 
it  increafes  in  ftrcnglh,  receives  addi¬ 
tional  cmbcllilhnmnts,  i;*  enriched  b\  the 
luxuriant  fancies  of  the  female  world, 
o!i  Inch  occalions  remarkably  fertile,  and 
aahofc  talent?  this  way  a’-c  unexception- 
tibly  great,  fo  that  at  l.ift  it  becomes  a 
diemon  of  the  firft  m.ignitude;  .ind  what 
at  fuft  but  crept  a  d  warf,  ftalkb  in  the 
<ml  of  gigantic  ftaUire, 

It  pieven  me,  ladies,  to  have  made 
the  ab.)vc  obfervition  ;  btit  candour  and 
a  regard  to  truth  extorted  it  from  me.— 
'The  heart  fliould  nut  cherifli  a  thought 
that  the  tongue  would  be  afliamed  to 
exprefs.  Whoever  pays  a  compliment 
that  he  knows  to  be  unmerited,  does  it 
?.t  tin*  expence  of  fincerity. — Nature  liath 
framed  you  in  her  faireft,  icnderefl 
Tnould,  adorned  your  mintls  with  cx- 
rjiiifitcfentibility,  ind  coir.pTflion  is  your 
^culiaf  province:  but  can  any  thing 
he  more  contradirtory,  or  incompatible 
with  her  wife  drAgns,  thin  to  permit  a 
fpirit  of  caltrmny  to'ufurpber  f^cretl 
throne,  fupplant  the  meek-eyed  goddefs, 
and  to  reign  with  fnch  deflrudfive  fway 
in  bi  fair  a  cHrr.c? — rerego,  I  intreat 
yon,  the  delunve  charm;  be  advifed,  re¬ 
cover  yo'ir  loft  right;  repel  the  bold  in- 
tnidcr,  and  convince  him  that  Nature 
faflv.oncd  with  peculiar  care  the  female 
‘breift,  dignibed  it  with  tender  fym- 
•pithy,  and  meant  it  the  rtiftngnilhed 
rcfidencc  where  he.iven  -  born  charity 
might  htild  her  golden  reign,  and  difpcnfe 
ber  benign  influence,  in  commiferating, 
aiy  covering,  the  faults  and  failings  of 
‘others. 

I  am, 

S  I  R, 

Yours,  S:r. 

Phil ANTHROPUS. 

j^verdetn,  Jan,  13.  ) 
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7p  the  PuBtisHPR  of  the  Wntiy* 
Magazine. 

SIR. 

SOMK  <lifpute8  are  of  confequenee  on. 

ly  by  accident,  as  they  fupport  or 
oppofe  the  opinions  or  prejudices  of  a 
day  :  other  controvcrlics  arc  of  univcrfiil 
importance,  when  the  civil  or  rcligioos 
rrghtHof  mankind  .ire  inlereftcd  in  thcru. 
Under  the  laft  clafs  is  to  lie  included  the 
prereiif  difpute  in  Britain,  wh^hcrYub*- 
icriptions  to  religious  fl>riouUric»  of  h'j- 
min  compofition  are  to  be  . relaxed  or 
ftill  existed?  This  is  a  queftion  of  the 
moft  diltmguilhcd  moment  to  every 
Chnftian,  and  each  member  of  a  free 
country.  Every  individual  ought  te 
take  hiifulc:  it  is  both  thoughtlefs  and 
cruel  to  remain  neuter.  But  every  one 
is  called  upon  ‘to  examine  this  matter  to 
the*  bottom  with  all  pofliblc  accuracy 
and  precifion,  that  his  determinatiot 
n^ay  l>c  the  refult  of  knowledge  and  re¬ 
flection.  The  prefent  period  loudly  de¬ 
mands  fuch  an  iiiquiry,  wl>ich  fhould  bc 
conducted  after  thin  manner.  A  freedon 
of  feiitiinent,  and  a  love  of  novrlty,  arc 
daily  •  gaining  ground.  Formulas  and 
creeds  are  attacked  and  defended,  arid 
not  a  few  wilh  that  alterations  were  made 
in  ilte  form  Ilia  lies  of  the  eftabliflied 
chinches  of  Britain, 

It  is  propoftd,  in  a  few  letters,  to  fng^ 
geft  what  may  be  urged  againft  creeds 
and  confeflTions,  and  rlie  eftablilhcd  mode 
of  requiring  fubferiptions  to  them.  'To 
prevent  the  auk  ward  or  dif^grceablc  re¬ 
petition  of  the  polemical  words*  0pp#- 
nenit,  itnpugners,  dijenters^  Sic,  &a 
the  writer  expreflVs  himfelf  in  the  Jirjl 
perfor:  :  not  that  by  this  is  to  bc  undeP* 
(load  a  declaration  of  his  determined 
fentiments  to  the  public;  his  chief  its- 
tent  is,  to  call  on  the  members  of  eftt- 
bliihments,  candidly  to  examine  the  right 
they  have  to  impofc  fuch  iubfcriptiotll. 

If  the  right  is  well  founded,  letthc  gai*- 
fayers  be  for  ever  filcnt ;  but  if  a  Chrif- 
tian  f(H:iety  has  no  claim  of  right  to  dd- 
maod  fuch  fubferiptions,  let  the  impo#- 
tion  be  thrown  .<fide  as  antichriftian,  aifd 
every  proper  altenition  made.  *  | 

An  inquiry  of  this  nature  wifi  be  high*  | 
ly  acceptable  to-all  lovers  of  truth,  ndt  I 
only  for  their  private  fatisfa^Hon,  but  | 
‘for  Hie  pubh'c  utility.  It  *will  be  opj>o-  j 
led  by  two  tlaflci  oif  pet  fons,  that 
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ire  too  numerous  and  powerful  in  efta^ 
Llifhmcnts:  The  one  Ihofe  who  confi- 
c'n  iiuiicly  in  a  political  view; 

lilt  niher  tliofc  wlio  arc  iiilluenccd  by 
snii'iuity,  and  the  aiithoriiy  of  their 
torifithcrs.  Both  thefc,  though  from 
ditFerent  conliderations,  arc  equally  lc> 
vcie  iv>  tender  conldcnccs,  and  equally 
c'ppofc  every  chaagc,  though  atteftded 
uith  the  moft  important  degrees  of  re¬ 
formation. 

A-  Ct'.riftians  are  chiefly  intercfted  in 
the  dilernnnation  of  this  queftion,  the 
]in»'<r  income  at  the  due  and  fa  * 
lio'viiig  lolntion,  is  to  it>quire,  Whtt 
hj’.ht  the  facird  reo'rd  afford*  us?  Thid^ 
ou^ht  lo  be  the  rricthijd,  particularly  in 
tile  lefonned  churches,  as  every  real 
Pii  tt  leant  will  agree,  that  the  church  of 
Chilli  i<-  a  reiigiuus  t dabliniiuciit  tound* 
rd  r:i  the  fciipturct^,  the  only  authen¬ 
tic  ftii.dard  tor  the  aiticle?  of  belief»and 
worlhip.  The  quellior.  then  under  con* 
fiJeia!i(*n  ih,  what  dirci^tions  arc  given 
in  fciipfi/.c  to  auiliciilV-  any  let  of  men, 
who  may  call  theiniclves  a  church,  to 
fublfiiutc  ihrir  own  words  and  explica- 
tioirs  in  room  of  tcripturc,  and  to  de-' 
mand  rubfciiptibii  to  thefc  words  and 
explications,  as  a  clearer  teft  of  found- 
nefs  in  the  ChilHian  faith  than  the  words 
of  the  facred  record? — If  it  be  found 
that  the  Ne\v  Teft  ament  allow's  no  right 
To  any  tiet  of  men  to  demand  fubfeription 
to  their  words  and  decilfuns,  nay  forbids 
it,  then  thih  requifition  is  to  be  reckoned 
an  ufurpation  upon  the  rights  of  con- 
fcience;  and  all  aftsof  any  church, 're¬ 
quiring  fuch  fubfeription,.  are  to  be  re¬ 
pealed,  as  being  contrary  to  the  deffgn 
of  our  divine  Lawgiver;  but,  if  the  fiH 
cred  u  cord  authorizes  fuch  demands,  all 
i)pp(»ry!<}a  to  them  ought  to  fail  to  the 
ground.  * 

What  texts  may  be  prefled  into  the 
frrvice  of  creeds,  and  fubfcriplions  To 
them,  I  cannot  pretend  to  determine; 
but,  af.  far  as  lean  at  prefent  iccoHedt, 
the  hallowing  appear  to  be  the  moft  inr- 
p<>riant  in  the  debate;  nay,  in- tlve  opi¬ 
nion  oFmany,  art  decifivc  upon  it;  and, 
that  wt  may  the  better  judge  <>f  their 
fi'rcc  and  intent,  they  art  ranged  under 
difteient  heads.— Let  every  one  take  his 
Biblr.  .  .  •  tf  ,  * 

1  Directions  for  unenrruptnefs  of 
dedtrine. — i  Tim.  iv..i6.— vi.  5.— ^vi^^a, 
r4.*^iTim.  i.  13.  Titus i.  3,  9. — ii.  7,  b. 
In  thde,  and  many  fimilar  wt 
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have  the  warmeft  apoftolic  diredtioot  tee 
be  found  and  pure  in  dodtriiic.  But 
what  doctrines  are  they?  Are  they  the 
do^rincs  of  the  church  of  Rome,  q£ 
England,  of  Scotland,  &c.  ?  Or,  have  the 
feriptures  left  thU  matter  undeterniiiedi^ 
and^  mankind  at  a  lofs  where  to  applf. 
for  information?  No.— W'c-arc 
informed  of,  ^ 

a.  The  dodrines  on  which  wc  arc  to 
be  found,  and  by  whom  thefc  are  deli¬ 
vered.  Malth.  xvi*.  16.— ^18*  Adsxvu 
31.  I  <Cor.  viii.  5,  6  Ephef.  iv.  4.-^,^ 

I  Tim.  u.  5,  6.— i.  10,  ij.— vi. 

John  V.  3 viii,  3a,.  31.— xvii.  8^ 
z  Tim.  i.  13.  14. — ii.  1.— *lii.  13^  14^ 

1  Peter  ii.  1,  10.  Jude  iii.  4-  Gallat.  u 
8, 9.— Thcfe  texts  render  it  evident,  that 
we  are  not  left  in  the  daik,  and  allow* 
cd  to  w.4nder  from  fed  to  fed,  frooV 
church  to  church,  nneertaia  where,  to 
lind  the  Chriflun  dodiines.  No*  ,  T/Ser 
*fQrm  of  found  *ivordjf  delivered 
Chnft  and  .hU  apofties,  is  referred  to  a% 
the  only  itahdaid  for  afeertaininp  ther 
frith  of  others,  and  not  the  confeiliun  of 
this  or  the  other  church,  but  the  fatreef 
record  alone. 

But  that  alii  real  avenues  to  miflakc 
might  be  cut  off,  in  determining  of.pur< 
dodnrief,.Ghrtftiaus  arc  prohibited 
alK)wing  of,  i.,  j 

3.  Human  authority,  Matr  sx.  t?.— r 
27. — xxiii.  8,  9.T-xxviii.  18.—^. 
vii.^  8.  John  xviii.  36.  Gal.  i. 

Eph.  i.  ai.  In  thcfe  Chrift  is  declared* 
kiug  in  hia  own  kingdom,  and  Chriftiang 
forbid  to^call  any  n/am  majlcr  upOK 
oartb*  '  So  00  human  aaihority  is  to.  be 
acknowledged  In  determining  artidei  of 
religion,  as  Chrift  has  not  delegated  biji- 
powers- to  any  fpiritual  viceroys..., 
iacred  rights  of  confciencc  Gcid 

*  Thu  pari  of  facred 
Matth.  xvi»  has  hot  a  a  ful^e^ 

of  controvorfy^  from  iaatUnthM  4p 
our  Lorfi  rvafsninjp.  His  ixprijjioa^^^ 
ver.  18.  “  upon  this  rock,  rdoff' 

4^t  precoding  17th  verfe^  and  pfiU^ 
out  divint  revelation^  and  the  ferip^ 
tvres  that  contain  it,  as  the  rock  upoh\ 
‘^hich  the  church  is  to  he  built,  anS 
net  the  apojlle  Peter.  Thiy  Iqjl  in^ 
d-erpretation  has  osolj  to  f upper t  it  tht 
jingle  oj found  hitweess  Peter's  namr’> 
and  Petra,  the  Creek  nnordfor  a  rock  :  . 
a  modi  of  reesfoning  iftfiniteld  hcloom 
our  Sdyionrm^^ 


ferrcd  to  wf  have  but  one  Lord 

even  CkriJIi  and  our  divinely  authorifed 
teachers  arc  only  the  apoftles. 

Does  it  not  now  appear  from  ferip- 
tnre,  that  right  is  denied  to  any  church 
to  inf>pofe  fubiciiption  to  human  articles 
of  faith,  or  to  words  or  explications  dif¬ 
fering  from  tbofe  the  fcripturcs  contain  ? 
May  not  the  warmeft  contender  for  fuch 
fublcriptions  be  called  on  to  produce  one 
fingle  facred  wairant  in  fupoort  of  fuch 
apra<flice?  l  it  ns  was  to  fhow  uncor- 
Tuptnefs  in  dodrine,  but  that  w’as  the 
doctrine  the  apoftle  Paul  commanded 
him  to  teach.  Would  It  not  be  anti- 
chriftian  lof'ic  to  infer,  that  Chriftians 
arc  in  modern  times  to  fnbicribe  wtiat 
other  men  teach?  Bijhops^  fays  the 
fame  apoftle  Paul,  are  to  hold  faji  the 
faithful  ’'Mord^  as  they  have  been 
taught  it  :  Aic  they  then  to  depart  from 
faithful  ivord,  draw  up  articles  of 
their  own,  and,  as  a  term  of  communion, 
infift  that  others  lubferibe  thtm?  Arc 
Chriftians  to  fubferibe  the  coviwanJ- 
me  fits  of  7fie*iy  and  tliat  in  diretfl  t»p|)o- 
fition  to  Chrift,  who  forbids  our  giving 
heed  to  the  commandments  of  men  ? 

But  fuppofc  the  facred  record  did  im- 
power  a  fet  of  men  called  a  churchy  to 
demand  fubferiptions  to  their  creeds,  as 
a  fuperior  criterion  of  orthodoxy  in  the 
doiftrincs  of  revelation,  to  what  the 
words  of  the  facred  volume  ittclf  are, 
many  think,  that  the  giving  fuch  powers 
would  deftroy  the  credit  cf  the  record, 
as  it  would  be  aftiiring  us,  that  the  fpi- 
Tit  of  God  could  not  plainly  enough  in¬ 
form  us  of  the  will  of  God,  but  that 
the  words  of  fallible  men  in  this  or  the 
other  church,  were  more  fuitable  to  rx- 
|>ref8  the  do^rines  of  that  revealed  re¬ 
ligion,  than  the  w’ords  of  the  divine 
Spirit  that  are  ufed  in  that  very  record 
which  pretends  to  contain  the  will  of 
God  ;  or,  that  this  and  the  other  church 
wa*  l>ettcr  acquainted  with  the  will  of 
God,  and  could  exprefs  it  more  intelli¬ 
gibly  than  even  his  divine  Spirit.  Is  not 
this  faying,  that  divines  have  fuperior 
degrees  or  knowledge  of  what  is  able 
to  make  ms  *wi/e  to  faivation,  than  ci¬ 
ther  jefus  or  the  infpired  apoftles  had  ? 
The  thought  is  abfurd,  to  give  it  rtb 
worfe  appellation;  But  even  allow  con* 
feflion  makers  to  be  poft'eflTed  of  fuch 
knowledge,  had  not  the  divines  at  Trent 
the  fame  right  to  exercife  their  know¬ 
ledge  thofe  at  IVeftminJlcf  ^  and  thofc 
at  Amjhrddtn  as  thofc  at  D^rt  f  ^urc 


they  had  the  fame  right ;  for  the  bibfe 
allows  no  fet  of  men  an  exclufivc  chatt* 
ter  or  monopoly  of  coiniag  creeds  and 
confeftions. 

Yours,  &c.  HtsToRicus. 

Spey -ft  Jet  Jan,  8. 

To  the  Publisher  of  /i^eWiEKiTi 
Magazine;  •> 

SIR, 

TT  THKTHER  your  correfpondent  who, 
VV  under  the  lignature  of  Lakut,  hat 
lately  favoured  the  public  with  two  cf- 
fays  in  lupport  of  the  dodrine  of  purga¬ 
tory,  be  one  that  writes  merely  for  the 
fake  of  further  information  (as  he  hitn- 
fclf  profeftes),  or  whether  he  writes 
from  a  very  different  motive  (as  1  find 
not  a  few  of  your  readers  dil'pofed  to 
fufped),  is  what  1  ftial)  not  pretend  td 
determine.  One  thing  \u  certain,  thst 
he  has  handled  the  fubjcC^  with  very  lit¬ 
tle  accuracy  or  prccifion  ;  for  though  he 
fet  out  with  afterting,  that  if  our  firft  re¬ 
former*  had  no  better  grounds  for  fcpa- 
rating  fioni  the  church  of  Ri%ne  tfean 
the  <lodriiie  of  purgatory,  their  fecciiion 
could  not  be  jnftitied,  yet  he  hw  never 
thought  proper  to  ftate  what  the  real 
drxftrine  of  the  church  of  Rome  cooctr- 
uing  purgatory  is.  Whatever  may  havt 
been  the  caufe  of  fuch  a  capital  omiflioa 
in  this  writer,  it  is  evident  that  bis  treat*  ‘ 
tng  the  fuhjrd  in  inch  a  vague  manner 
has  this  advantage,  that  it  ferves  to  con¬ 
ceal  from  the  view  of  many  of  your 
readers  little  acquainted  with  the  fub* 
jed,  both  the  ablurdity  of  the  dodrine, 
and  its  pernicious  con(cqm:nces  to  the 
interefts  of  virtue  and  religion. 

As,  not  withftanding  the  fpirited  paper 
by  Urbanu?,  the  gentleman,  in  his  laft 
letter,  ttill  adheres  moft  pertinaciouOy  to 
his  opinion,  1  have  been  induced  to  troo* 
ble  you  with  a  few  ftridures  on  the  fub* 
jed;  and,  in  order  to  avoid  my  berog  ^U* 
ty  of  the  fame  error  I  have  cenfured  M 
another,  I  (hall  begin  with  ftatingthedocw 
trine  of  the  church  of  Rome  concerning^ 
purgatory,  as  we  find  it  in  the  writmgt 
of  her  moft  celebrated  and  admired  de¬ 
fenders  *.  It  is  a  fire  where  the  fouU  of 

*  good  men  remain  in  torment  for  a  ocf* 

*  tain  time,  which  torments  are  in  thetr 
‘  degree  equal  to  thofc  endured  by  tht, 

*  damned,  until  they  have,  by  tbefe  fuf* 

•  Bellartnine  de  PurgatoriOf  hibm 
I,  a.  Fleurj  Catechu  Uijtorique^  Tom. 
U.  §  ajo. 
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*  ferinps,  fatisficd  for  the  guilt  of  fuch 
‘  venial  fins  as  were  unpardoned  at  the 
‘  time  of  their  death,  and  for  the  guilt 
‘  of  Inch  mortal  fins  as  they  had  been 
‘  ^uilty  of,  and  which  were  pardoned 

*  and  remitted.”  That  this  is  a  do<ftrinc 
nu'll  unfriendly  to  the  intcrefts  of  vir¬ 
tue  and  piety,  will  be  acknowledged  by 
t  very  one  who  knows  at  what  any  cafy 
I  ate  pardons  on  a  death*  bed  are  precured, 
which  fend  a  man  directly  to  purgatory, 
where  it  is  impofiiblc  any  can  remain  long¬ 
er  than  the  general  refurre^tion,  and  from 
w’!ii(  h  muUitudea  are  freed  much  fooncr  in 
corifequcnccof  “  malfcs,  prayers,  penan* 

*  CCS, alms-deeds,  &c.  offered  up  or  per- 

*  hii  meilon  t  heir  accounf^.”  On  this  doc¬ 
trine  are  chiefly  founded,  as  1  have  juft 
lUiW  hinted,  pardons,  indulgences,  pray¬ 
ers,  and  maffes  for  the  dead,  prime  Ibur- 
itsof  the  exorbitant  wealth  of  the  Ro- 
iniOi  cloirch,  and  of  that  amazing  influ¬ 
ence  Ihe  had  acquired  over  the  minds  and 
foi tunes  of  her  votaries;  and  on  which 
accounts,  in  oppohtion  to  our  author, 
w  ho  pronounces  the  reformation  not  juf- 
tihablc  on  this  fcore  alone,  I  will  ven¬ 
ture  to  aflirm,  that  it  has  been  the  pa¬ 
rent  of  more  corruption  and  immorality 
than  all  the  other  abfiirditics  of  that 
ciinrch  put  together.  That  indulgences 
in  particular  gave  rife  at  firfttothat  bold 
and  fuccefsfu!  attack  which  Luther  made 
on  the  papal  authority,  is  a  fadt  known 
to  every  one  in  the  f^malleft  degree  ac¬ 
quainted  with  hiftory,  and  that  thc^va- 
luc  of  indulgences  chiefly  depends*  on 
the  belief  of  purgatory  isunivcrfally  ad¬ 
mitted  by  Roman  Catholic  writers  them- 
iclvcs.  Hence  the  celebrated  Fiflicr 
biihop  of  Rochefter,  In  the  reign  of  Hen¬ 
ry  Ylll.  who  was  put  to  death  by  that 
prince  for  his  Ready  adherence  to  the 
Papal  authority,  who,  whilft  in  prifon, 
w  as  promoted  to  be  a  cardinal,  as  a  rc- 
w  ard  for  what  he  had  done  and  fuifered 
fur  the  caufc  of  Rome,  and  who,  fince 
hts  death,  has  been  regarded  by  the 
church  of  Rome  as  a  martyr,  in  his  an- 
Iwer  to  Luther,  who  flilcs  indulgences  a 
P«ou8  fraud  lately  introduced  into  the 
church,  admits  that  they  were  lately  in¬ 
troduced;  but  to  remove  the  icandal  of 
their  novelty  he  obferves,  “  At  prefent 

no  orthodox  man  denies  a  purgatory. 

Of  this,  however,  many  of  the  fathers 

make  no  mention,  or  at  Icaft  fcldom 

*  BelUrrrAne  de  purg.  Lib,  11.  C^p, 

X7,  xS. 

VoL.  XXIU. 


‘  compared  with  as.  Now,  fo  long  as 
‘  men  were  unconcerned  about  purgato- 
‘  ry,  nebody  inquired  after  indulgences, 

‘  for  on  that  depends  all  their  worth  i 
‘  take  away  a  purgatory,  and  there  is  no 
‘  more  need  of  thefef.” 

*  The  fame  author  is  clfewhere  fo  can¬ 
did  as  to  admit,  that  he  could  not  And 
any  paffage  of  feripture  in  which  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  purgatory  w»a8  clearly  revealed; 
or  if  there  is  (fays  he),  it  has  hitherto 
cfcaped  the  moft  careful  fcarch|.  As 
your  correfpondent,  however,  has,  witli 
feeming  triumph  (  whilft  he  profclTcs  to 
write  merely  for  information),  adduced 
a  few  paifages  which  he  triinks  extreme¬ 
ly  concluflve,  it  is  necefl'ary  to  examine 
them  more  particularly. 

The  firft  which  lie  cites  is  Mat.  xii.  31, 
where  our  Saviour  fays  of  the  fin  againft 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  that  it  ihall  not  be  for¬ 
given,  neither  in  this  world,  nor  in  the 
world  to  come.  “  This  (fays  he)  plain- 

*  ly  teaches  an  intermediate  Rate,  in 

*  which  fins  not  pardoned  in  this  life  may 
‘  be  forgiven,  as  forgivenefs  is  inconlif- 
‘  tent  with  the  idea  of  a  general  trial.” 
And  again,  “  we  cannot  fuppofc  a  crime 
‘  will  be  forgiven  there.”  To  which  f 
only  anl^wer,  that  were  wc  to  regulate 
our  ideas  of  the  merciful  Saviour  of 
mankind,  to  whom  wc  arc  told  all  judg¬ 
ment  is  committed  bythofc  rigid  maximtf 
that  fometimes  govern  thofc  who  weild 
the  fword  of  juft  ice  here,  there  might 
be  fomc  ftiadow  of  an  argument  in  this  ; 
but  happily  for  man  wc  are  aflured,  that 
with  our  compaflionatc  Judge  and  Re¬ 
deemer,  mercy  and  forgivenefs  will  tem¬ 
per  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  though 
perhaps  the  oppofitc  fentiincnt  advanced 
by  our  author  may  be  agreeable  to  the 
votaries  of  a  church,  who  are  taught  to’ 
believe  that  a  man  may  attain  to  fuch  » 
pitch  of  virtue,  as  to  be  able  to  lay  claim 
to  heaven  on  account  of  his  own  merit; 
and  not  only  fo,  but  that  many  <»f  her 
fons  have  fuch  a  plenitude  of  it,  in  con- 
fequcnce  of  works  of  fupereragation,  as 
to  be  able,  out  of  their  fullnefs,  to  fup- 
ply  the  wants  of  others.  But  even  ad¬ 
mitting,  for  argument’s  fake,  the  force 
of  our  author’s  obfervation,  that  the 
text  implies  that  fome  fins  will  be  for¬ 
given  after  death,  previous  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  judgment,  it  fnmiihes  nothing  in 
fopport  of  the  Romifh  do^ine  of  por«> 

• 

f  RfTp,  aJ  oral,  Luth,  37*  t 
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g?torT‘;  for  sU  ♦hr  u  ritrrs  of  that  com-  ‘  hound.'*  And  again,  “  I  will  prefmt 
xnunion  rrprrUnt  purgatory  as  a  place  *  thee,  and  give  thee  for  a  covenant  to 
*VL'hrrr  fins  are  hit  purJened  hut  pu-  ‘  the  people,  that  thou  mayeft  (ay  to 
nijhed ,  and,  a>  au  hhilli-'p  Tillotton  ‘  tin:  piifonerb  g(»  forth,  to  them  that 
CKCclIcntiy  tilnV'vCiJ,  punif'ed  after  ‘  are  in  d^Tkiirfb  fiiow  yoiirfelvcs,” 
they  are  pardoned,  and,  nvhat  i'  jiill  Our  author^  third  <piotat!on  it  the 
7n9re  extf  aordinary^  puTiijhed  bteaufe  noted  pzflagc  in  the  h’^ft  cpiftie  to  the 
they  have  been  pardoned.  Cwrinlhiaus.  Here  I  rnuft  obferve,  that 

'I'he  ftc«»nd  paflT^tje  advanced  by  our  he  tliink.-*  it  an  extreinc  concefliontoad* 
author  from  the  hr  ft  epift>c  of  Peter,  n»it,  that  it  is  not  quite  clear  that  the  t» 
where  ft  ib  laid  t.f  cur  Saviour,  “  that  poftle  means  elrmnitary  fire,  but  ccr* 

‘  ciuc:ticd  in  the  Refb,  but  quicktrtd  taiidy  to  fome  intermediate  Jiate  of 
*  bv  the  Ipirit,  he  went  and  preaclud  to  fujferir.g  (fays  he)  the  apoitlc  ailudei. 

‘  tf>e  fpirith  in  pii(t>i».*’  Now,  lays  he,  Caidinal  Kcliarmine,  however,  has  pre- 
fri'in  hence  it  may  be  iirgrd,  that  thefe  ci<ely  niade  the  fame  conctffion  before 
fpirits  were  in  a  jiate  ff  /vj^cring  in  him;  nay,  zealous  as  he  is  for  purgato- 
frifon.  But  fuppoliug  for  argu-  ry,  lie  has  the  cand»)iir  to  admit,  that  it 

ment’s  fake,  that  the  fpirils  here  fpoken  is  one  of  the  mi  lt  rblcure  pafTages  io 
of  wt  »e  Inch  as  had  really  departed  this  feripture,  a  ftiirg  of  figures  and  mcta« 
life  l>rhne  his  cotning  into  the  world,  if  phors  from  beginning  to  end,, to  which 
fc,  the  church  of  Rome  teaches  us,  that  both  the  fathers  and  inoft  orthodox  di-. 
it  they  were  wicked  nun  they  went  di-  vines  h?d  affixed  a  variety  of  different 
redly  to  hell,  but  if  gord  men,  they  meanings,  not  a  few  of  which  he  men* 
wcni  not  to  purgatoty,  but  to  a  fourth  tions.  Now,  after  fucli  a  liberal  cuncef* 
place  they  call  limbus  patrum  et  pu-  f;on  by  fuch  a  noted  champion  of  the 
erorurn,  where  they  teach  u».  there  is  no  Catholic  faith,  1  am  perfuaded  .  moft  of 
fujiering,  and  very  rlifferent  and  dift ant  your  readers  w'ill  think  this  paflagc  but 
fn*m  piHga»oi  y  *.  Hence  it  is,  that  car-  a  forry  found  ati  >11  on  w  hich  to  build  ib 
ctmal  Bcllarmine,  and  other  writers  in  iraportani  a  ftiudlure  as  purgatory.  The 
fuppori  of  purgatory,  though  they  an-  apoitlc  is  there  evidently  fpeaking'  of 
xicufiy  prcls  into  the  caufe  every  text  of  Icme  Chriftians  who  held  tad  the  funda- 
tcripiiire,  iF.c  meaniug  of  which  bears  mentals  of  Chriftianity,  but  built  there* 
the  mt  ft  remote  idea  of  any  thing  like  on  fome  very  corrupt  dodrines  of  their 
purgatory,  have  omitted  this  paflage  as  own,  which  he  cc»mparc8  to  hay  and 
Tw»t  for  their  purpolc.  I  muft,  however,  ftnbble  ;  yet  with  his  iifual  philaQthropy» 
obferve,  that  our  antb'^r  ha*  omitted  (1  dthrous  to  hope  the  beft  of  them,  be 
am  perfuaded  not  dilignedlv)  a  few  admits  the  polfibiiily  of  their  falvatioe^ 
'words  that,  1  apprehend,  alltd  very  ma-  though  he  thinks  it  will,  be  wftth  difficult 
Urially  the  meaning  of  the  paflage:  the  ty,  or  Jo  as  by  fire  ;  for  that  the  ward 
w«idb  are.  quickened  by  the  (pirit,  by  is  friquenlly  ufed  in  this  fenfe,  both  bf 
nvhtch  aij9  he  went  anil  preached  to  the  facred  and  profane  writers,  1  could  pro* 
fj'rrits  in  prifon ;  by  which  I  apprehend  duce  innumerable  examples.  It  if  par* 
tke  apoftle  only  meant  that  the  fpirit  ticularly  ufed  in  this  icnfc  by  the  very 
which  raifid  Ictus  from  the  dead,  was  tinne  apottle,  in  his  epiftle  to  Jude,  ver. 
that  lame  ipiril  which  had  enabled  him  23  Others  favc  w  ith  plucking  then 
to  preach  and  pnxdalm  liberty  to  thofe  out  of  the  fire  :  and  indeed  the  churdi 
f\>uls  vvho  were  luhl  prirone*'*  and  can-  of  Rome  themfelves  feem  to  be  appre* 
li»es  by  fin  and  Satan  ;  at  Iraft  w’e  meet  heiifive  that  the  d-».cliine  of  purgatory  k 
wiih  pafi'ages  fimibr  to  this  in  ilaiah  and  not  fo  clearly  revealed  in  the  pailagc  as 
01  htr  lacred  writers,  that  are  unitcrfally  they  could  Wiili  ;  they  h4ve  tbercfois 
undet flood  in  this  (cnlc.  “  The  Spirit  been  at  patns  fumetimes  to  fupply  (h€ 
i»(  the  Loid  is  uprm  me,  to  proclaim  li-  defedt;  particularly  I  hare  a  French  New 
‘  lKrt>  tt>  the  captive,  and  opening  of  I'ctlament,  printed  at  Bourdeaux  x68<4 
‘  the  priioii  doors  to  thofe  that  are  where  it  is  thus  trar.tlated:  //  /ertf 

jauve  cowfhe  par  le  feu  du  purgaioire. 
•  Deiiarmine,  Lib.  fl.  Cap.  6,  Ha-  ‘He  himftlf  fiiall  lur  favtd,-yel  io  as  by 
hemut  i\iitur  purgatcriyrn  cjje  infer-  the  fire  of  purgatory.  *  * 

num  -jero  timbos  patrusn  et  yue- 

rtrum  ejf  loca  Jubiet  ranea.  [*7'^  Is  concluded  in  our  * 
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the  followinp  tranflation  of  an  original 
Iflter  in  Latin  from  Calvin  to  Lu- 
THiR,  will,  no  doubt,  gratify  many 
of  our  curioiiR  readers.  It  appears  it 
rever  reached  Luther’s,  iiand  by  rea- 
fon  of  his  death;  but  it  (hews  that 
C.ilvin  was  in  perfect  charity  with  him. 
'I'he  oripinil  is  in  the  library  of  Gene¬ 
ra,  and  the  k til r  has  never  before  ap- 
■  piarcd  in  print. 

T(^  the  moil  excellent  paftor  in  Chrift’s 
church,  Do<5lor  Mirtin  Luther,  my 
moft  honoured  father,  Health. 

Having  obfcrvcd  that  almcft  all  our 
Ficiich,  who  have  kfl  the  darknefs 
ot  Popery  for  the  true  faith,  have  yet 
made  no  alterati(*n  »n  their  confeflions, 
ai  d  till  ri by  continue  to  p<»llute  them- 
frlvi  8  with  the  facrilegious  idolatries  of 
.P-  pery,  as  if  they  never  had  any  tafte  »»r 
k’lowledpe  of  the  true  dodtrine;  I  could 
Ti  t  refrain  from  blaming  fuch  floth  and 
necliprncc  in  the  tharp  manner  which  I 
thou;:l'.t  it  lo  jcAly  dtferved :  for  what 
CHu  1  attribute  to  lliat  faith,  which,  ly 
ii  ^buried  in  the  mind,  prtxluces no con- 
ftiTjon  ?  or  to  that  religion  which  lies 
hurl'd  under  the  appearance  of  idolatry  ? 
b  it  I  do  not  propoic  todifeufs  this  point 
n"\v,  having  already  treated  that  matter 
at  large  in  two  books,  where  you  will 
more  clearly  fee  my^ opinion,  if  the  read- 
ii.g  oi  tliofc  books  w’ould  not  give  you 
too  much  trouble.  The  reading  of  them 
his  alrea<ly  had  a  good  elfed  upon  fome 
here,  who  before  were  intirely  regardlefs 
V*  this  matter,  and  let  them  upon  confi- 
dcring  what  was  to  be  done.  But,  be- 
caufe  it  is  a  matter  of  great  difficulty, 
legardlcfn  of  onr  own  intcreft,  to  expofe 
our  lives  to  danger,  or  to  bear  the  im¬ 
putation  of  having  given  offence  to  cur 
i  rethren,  or  lo  quit  our  fortunes,  and 
ndergo  a  voluntary  banilhment  from 
)ur  rwitivc  country  and  friends ;  moved 
>y  thefe*  difficulties,  many  a»^e  hindered 
roni  entertaining  any  pofitive  refolution, 
nd,  from  this  backw'ardneff*,  they  offer 
ouie,  and  ihofc  fpecious  rcafons;  tho* 
is  very  apparent,  that  they  lay  Ihem- 
ves  out  to  find  out  fpecious  pre- 
uces  for  this  purpofc:  but  as  they  ac- 
noivlcdgc  that  they  have  many  doubts, 
ey  with  to  have  your  opinion  upon 
lis  point;  and,  as  they  defervedly  en- 
rtain  the  g»^eateft  reverence  for  you, 
cur  opmiou  w  ill  have  very  ^reat  weight 


with  them.  They  have,  therefoir,  in? 
treated  the  favour  of  me  to'fcnd  a  parti¬ 
cular  meffenger  lo  you,  who  may  bring 
back  to  us  your  ahfwer  to  this  point: 
and  1  knowing  how  highly  it  conccrni 
them  to  be.affiftcd  by  your  opinion,  in’ 
order  to  remove  thofe  doubts  under 
w'hich  they  at  prefent  labour,  and  be^ 
caufe  I  fhould  have  done  this  upon  my 
own  particular  account,  had  they  not 
defired  it,  1  could  by  no  means  refufe  to 
comply  with  their  requefi. 

Now,  therefore,  my  moft  honoured 
father,  I  befeech  you,  by  Jefus  Chrift, 
that  you  will  not  refnfe  to  take  this, 
trouble  upon  you,  as  well  for  theirs  as 
my  fake;  and  firft,  that  you  read  Qvt'r 
the  letter  w  hich  goes  to  you  in  their 
name,  and  then  that  you  will  eithef 
read  over  my  books,  or,  if  that  w’ill 
take  up  too  much  time,  that  you  will 
employ  fome  other  perfon  to  read  them', 
wko  may  lay  the  fnbftance  of  them 
fore  you;  and,  when  that  is  done,  that 
you  w  ill  be  fo  good  as  to  fend  us  ycur 
opinion  by  the  bearer.  I  own  that  it 
grieves  me,  in  the  many  and  great  affairs 
in  which  1  know  yon  are  engaged,  to 
give  you  this  trouble;  but,  from  your 
acknowledged  goi'dncl's  and  hunrMnity, 
v.’hen  you  confidcr  the  necelfity  I  am 
under,  i  flatter  mvfelf  w'ith  the  hopes  of 
your  pardon.  I  w'ilb  1  could  fly  to  vou, 
that  I  might  have  the  happinefs  an  hour 
or  two  of  your  converfation ;  for  I  could 
•  wiffi,  not  only  to  converfc  with  yon  u- 
pon  this,  but  upon  fome  other  fubjedts, 
which  would,  1  am  perfuaded,  redound 
greatly  to  my  benefit.  But  what  1  am  not 
allowed  to  enjoy  in  this  world,  1  hope  wilt 
foon  happen  in  heaven. — Farcwcl,  moft' 
excellent  mau,  mod  eminent  fervant  of 
our  blcffcd  Lord,  and  my  moft  honoured 
father  !  May  God  continue  to  diredt  you 
to  the  end,  by  his  blcffed'fpirit,  for  the 
common  benefit  of  his  church  ! 

Your  own  John  Calvin. 

12.  IS4S*  Gent,  Mag, 

7#  the  Publisher  of  the  Weeklit 
Magazine. 

SIR, 

IF  you  think  the  inclofed  copy  of  a  let¬ 
ter  will  have  a  tendency  to  redify  any 
of  the  abufes  here  complained  of,  it  is 
at  your  fervice,  and  you  will  oblige,  by 
inferting  it, 

yours,  5cc. 


p 
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T'o  the  Reverend  Mr] - G - 

.  in  LiDculDlbire. 

'  Dear  Sir. 

IN  the  Edinburgh  Amufementy  or 
Weekly  Magazine  ir  is  ftilcd),  I 
have  lately  obtrrved  f*>me  “  Siri^lluret  on 
the  Character  and  MaunciB  nf  the  Scots.” 
[Vol.  xxii.  P.3  34*]  To  .uicd  the  truth 
ot  tr.cie  .)b^'e:'vations,  i^^  tar  trom  my  in¬ 
tention  ;  arc,  on  the  contrary,  ma¬ 
ny  ot  thc.r*  greatly  exaggerated,  and 
others  liitiieiy  wi’hout  foundation. 
Tncy  rcnruiKl  me,  hi)wever,  ol  a  prtxnile 
vhich  you  «.xs»Jied  from  meat  rny  de¬ 
parture  from  England,  namely,  ot  “  gi¬ 
ving  you  an  -iccount  of  the  public  wor- 
ihip,  and  of  the  icligious  feniiinents 
vh'ch  prevail  chiefly  throughout  Scot¬ 
land.”  For  thi?-  talk,  indeed,  1  am  ftill, 
on  ;r»auy  accountw,  unqualihed ;  fo  that, 
if  any  unfavourable,  and  lecmingly  un- 
J'jft  reprefentation  lht>uld  appear,  1  hope 
you  will  impute  it  rather  to  my  igno¬ 
rance  than  to  partiality  and  want  of  can¬ 
dour. 

With  regard  to  the  public  worfhip  of 
the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  it  is  this.  About 
ten  o’clock  forenoon  in  towns,  and  about 
eleven  in  the  country  parilhes,  the  pet»plc 
are  fiimmoned  to  attend  by  ihe  tolling  of 
the  bell.  The  fervice  begins  with  fing- 
i-ig  of  Pfalms.  1  might,  with  as  much 
propriety,  have  faid,  reading  of  Pfalms; 
for,  in  almofl  all  the  counliy  pariflies, 
they  here  read  and  fing,  and  fing  and 
read  alternately.  To  fpe-^k  in  their  own 
liile,  they  “  give  out  the  line.”  1  find  it 
dilbcult  to  exprefs  myfclf  upon  this  fub- 
jeet,  lb  .IS  to  render  it  intelligible  unto 
you.  The  parfon  (or,  as  he  is  here  cal¬ 
led,  the  minifter),  points  out  a  certain 
portion  of  the  Pfalms.  The  precentor 
then  reads  aloud  unto  the  congregation 
each  particular  line.  Having  lung  the 
firft,  he  reads  a  fccond,  and  lb  on  a  third, 
till  the  whole  prcictibed  portion  is  finilh- 
ed,  making  thus  a  difagreeable  and  un- 
.harmonious  me<l!ey  of  leading  and  fing- 
irg.  This  pradice,  it  would  .appear  •, 
was  introduced  at  a  time  when  many 
rf  the  worfliippcri  could  not  read,  and 
ror.cqiienlly  at  a  time  when  it  was  ex- 
•cecdiiigly  proper:  but  this’objcdion  be¬ 
ing  now  rcniovtd,  it  were  much  to  be 
wiihed  that  the  clergy  in  Scotland  would 
'  iinanimouflv  agree  to  abolifn  this  dlf- 
Bgiceable  practice,  and  fo  fpbftitute  in 

•  See  DirsHorj  fyr  Public  Wor- 
Jhip,  prefixed  to  fsme  editions  &/*  the 
of  faith* 


its  place  the  other,  which  is|  in  number* 
Icfa  refpedts,  more  proper.  It  would 
detrad  from  their  popularity  but  a  few 
ounces,  and  that  only  for  a  few  days,' 

The  next  part  of  the  fenrice  is  prayer. 
This,  you  know,  is  one  of  the  moft  ma¬ 
terial  articles  in  which  we  of  tbechuith 
of  England  differ  from  the  Prefbyteriidt, 
The  minifler  is  here  tied  down  to  no 
particular  form.  He  may,  if  he  pleafes, 
confine  his  petitions  to  his  own  private 
wants.  He  fcldom'or  ever,  howeverj 
makes  a  bad  ufc  of  his  liberty,  but  confi- 
ders  himfelf  as  the  voice  of  the  people, 
and  confequcntly  his  petitions  are  ai 
general  as  pofliblc.  It  is  furprifiag  witb 
what  elegance  and  propriety  he  will  ad- 
drefs  the  Almighty.  Was  I  to  difleat 
from  the  church  of  England,  and  unite 
wiih  the  Prrlb',  terians,  there  is  no  one 
conlideration  which  would  Ibonerindnce 
me  than  this;  for,  although  it  would  be 
highly  improper  to  approach  the  Al¬ 
mighty  with  any  unbeconaing  petition^ 
or  even  indecent  expreflion,  yet  I  have 
ever  imagined  that  a  fiirm  of  prayer  U 
apt,  through  length  of  time,  to  beconc 
difgufling,  and  to  create  a  languor  and 
indifference,  which  furely  is  utterly  in- 
coniiftent  with  the  nature  of  true  and 
genuine  devotion. 

After  prayer,  the  minifter  now  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  expound  a  particular  portion  of 
feripture,  or,  as  it  is  here  ftiled, to  ‘.‘lec¬ 
ture.”  The  cuftom  is  this;  Whe«  a 
minifter  is  firft  fettled  in  a  parilh,  he 
probably  begins  to  ledfure  on  Matthew, 
Maik,  or  any  of  the  other  evangeliftt  or 
apoftlcs.  He  goes  on  in  a  regular 
courfc ;  and,  although  St  Peter  obfenrff, 
“  that,  in  Paul’s  cpiftles,  there  arc  many 
things  hard  to  be  iinderftood,”  yet  none 
of  thefe  muft  ever  occur  unto  the  mi«i* 
ft<;r.  Whether  he  undcrftapds  the  ^ 
fage  or  not,  he  muft  of  ncccfliiy  cxplaii 
it;  for,  was  he  fo  honeft.'or  rather  ft 
imprudent,  as  to  acknowledge  his  igno* 
ranee,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  be 
.would  thereby  difobligc,  if  not  inti 
lofc,  two- thirds  at  Icaft  of  his  hearers 
In  thib  practice  of  ledturing,  the  ck 
thcmfclvcs  follow  different  meth 
•Some  will  run  over  tvfcnty  or  twe 
five  verfes  of  an  eafy  pafTage  in  half 
.hour;  others  again  will  ioHft  neai 
double  that  time  upon  a  few  verfes;  b 
the  firft  of  thefe  methods  feems  to  i 
the  moft  proper  and  moft  agreeCbit' 
.the  original  ddigo  of  ledturing.  H 
thi«  part  of  the  worfhip  was  at  fit  ft 
troduced,  hiftory  perhaps  may  iufa 
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but  when  I  fpcak  of  hiftory,  cfpcciaUy 
cock'liaflical  hiftory,  a  confcious  blufh  of 
ignorance  diftules  itfelf  oyer  my  countc- 
inncc;  but,  if  you  will  indulge  a  con- 
jVdiure.  it  is  this:  When  Popery  was  the 
clliblilhed  religion  in  this  country,  the 
lilc  of  the  fcriptures  was  then  denied 
unto  the  people.  No  fooner,  however, 
were  thefe  chains  of  darknefs  diflblved, 
than  this  invaluable  privilege  was  imme¬ 
diately  reftored.  Nothing  could  at  that 
time  more  cttcdually  tend  to  gain  con¬ 
verts,  and  to  enlarge  the  human  mind, 
than  a  diligent  penifal  of  the  facred  vo¬ 
lume;  but  fuch  then  was  the  ftate  of 
learning  in  this  idand,  that  the  generali¬ 
ty  of  the  lower  clafs  of  people  were  un¬ 
able  to  read ;  it  would  confcquenily  be 
neceflary  that  the  minifter  (huuld  fupply 
this  dcfc(5t,  by  frequently  reading,  at 
fome  length,  the  fcriptures  unto  the 
people :  and  thus,  indeed*  wc  find  it  re¬ 
commended  unto  the  clergy,  in  the  afts 
of  aUVmbly.to  read  unto  their  audience, 
every  Lord’s  day,  “  large  portions  of 
feripture.” 

After  the  lecture,  in  moft  of  the  pa- 
rilhrs  weftward  from  the  metropolis, 
they  again  ling  Pfalms,  pray,  deliver  a 
ferinon ;  pray,  and  ling  a  third  time ;  and 
thus  Conclude  the  frrvice  for  the  fore¬ 
noon:  hut,  in  moft  of  the  parilkes  eaft- 
ward  from  Edinburgh,  and  towards  the 
border,  1  am  told  they  have  only  a  lec¬ 
ture  ill  the  forenoon.  A  few  of  the 
clergy  now  read  their  fermons;  but  this 
is  here  very  unpopular;  whereas,  you 
know,  in  England  the  hearers  arc  gene¬ 
rally  difobliged  if  a  parfon  prefumei  to 
repeat.  The  Scots  clergy  appear  in 
their  fermons  to  great  advantage,  and 
many  an  one  who  enjoys  a  trifling  bene¬ 
fice  of  6o  or  70I.  per  annum,  and  that 
too  in  the  moft  remote  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  is  as  well  qualified  to  inftruA  and 
entertain  an  audience  as  the  firft-ratc 
bilhop  in  England. 

It  would  ib.>ck  you  exceeedlngly  to 
fee  the  pitiful  appearance  of  the  Scottifti 
churches.  Although  the  landed  gentle¬ 
men  do  not  fcruple  to  fquandcr  away 
vail  fums  of  money  in  ornamenting  their 
dravving-roomb.  &c.  yet  they  will  not, 
unlefs  compelled  by  law,  lay  out  one 
fmgle  halfpenny  in  repairing  their 
xrhurches.  The  worthippers  do  not  dif- 
rover  that  devotion  in  their  external  be¬ 
haviour  which  you  will  obferve  amongft 
thole  of  our  church;  and  they  arc  guilty 
of  Come  iu^ecenciea,  to  wbi^  {  cannot 
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reconcile  myfelf.  An  Englilhman,  you 
know,  will,  upon  no  day  of  the  week, 
enter  with  his  head  covered,  even  unto 
the  threfliold  of  a  church;  but  here  the 
peafants  make  no  fcruple  of  covering 
their  heads  during  even  the  time  of  di¬ 
vine  fcrvice.  They  do  not  feem  to  con- 
fider  the  prayer  and  praife  as  any  part  of 
the  worlhip;  accordingly,  as  foon  ac  , 
ever  the  fermon  is  concluded,  you  will 
obferve  a  buftliag,  and  many  of  the 
people  going  out  of  the  church,  as  if  the 
principal  part  of  the  fervice  was  over. 

With  regard  to  the  religious  fcnti- 
ments  of  the  clergy,  it  is  impoffible  for 
me  to  give  you  any  diftindl  account. 
There  arc  here,  as  well  as  with  you,  of 
all  fe^s,  Arians,  Socinians,  Arminians, 
Calvinifts,  &c.  I  believe,  however,  the 
generality  confift  of  the  two  latter;  and 
the  laft  of  thefe  carry  their  tenets*  to  a 
much  greater  height  than  ever  was  done 
b/  their  founder.  I  cannot,  in  the  com- 
pafs  of  a  letter,  give  you  an  account  of 
their  fentiments  on  each  particular  fub- 
je^.  One  general  rule,  however,  may 
be  hid  down,  which  will  almoft  always 
hold.  Whatever,  then,  is  the  fubje«fl  in 
difp  itc;  “  whatever  opinion  is  agree- 

*  able  to  common  fenfe,  that,  you  are 

*  furc,  they  always  rcjc<Sl ;  and,  on  the 

*  contrary,  whatever  is  difagreeable  to 
‘  common  fenfe,  that  they  embrace,  and 
‘  zealoufly  defend.”  In  jufticc,.  how¬ 
ever,  to  this  clafs,  I  muft  obferve,  that 
their  adions  are  very  feldom  fuch  as  we 
would  naturally  exped  from  their  prin¬ 
ciples;  and  although,  if  you  will  allow 
me  the  expreflion,  they,  in  their  dif- 
courfes,  greatly  negled  the  theory  of 
good  works,  yet  they  by  no  means  ne- 
gled  the'pradice ;  whereas,  on  the  other 
hand,  thofe  who  infill  fo  much  upon  good 
works  in  theory,  frequently  reft  there, 
and  lire  not  fo  very  careful  as  their  or¬ 
thodox  brethren  about  the  pradice. 

Calvinifm  is  here  the  eftablilhed  doc¬ 
trine;  and  I  have  heard  that  it  it  ths 
opinion  of  a  learned  and  ingenious 
gentleman  in  the  weft  of  Scotland,  that, 
although  the  clergy  do  not  believe  this 
dodrine,  yet  it  is  their  duty,  neverthe- 
lefs,  to  inculcate  thefe,  and  no  other  ts- 
nets,  be'eaufe  for  this  it  is  that  they  re* 
ceive  their  ftipends. 

All  ecclefiaftical  matters  are  finally  de« 
termined  in  the  General  AfTcmbly,  which 
is  the  only  ftipreme  court  of  tbit  nation. 
This  court  confifti  of  miniftrri  tod  ei- 
dcri.  There  tfe  here  two  partieti  ctdi 
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r4  have  loop  drove  to  bear  down 

the  other;  but  the  one  has  a  powerful 
friend  at  their  clbi^v,  f  mean,  arc  fup- 
(K)rtcd  by  law;  ar<i  this  is  often  fn.Ti- 
ciciitto  bear  down  ftrengifi  of  argument. 
The  leader  of  this  party  is  a  min  of  ili"- 
tlngaiihcd  merit,  and  well  known  in  the 
literary  world;  but,  numerous  as  his 
<|iialUioatiuns  may  be,  his  prrjiidi'x*s,  I 
am  kre  no  let's  fo;  for  he  will  not 
allow  that  a  perfm,  who  differj'  from 
him  in  feutimrnt,  can  polTibly  pctlcfs  one 
X:»  jin  <»t  c<»mmoo  !cnle.  In  all  diiputes, 
'wtiich  aie  earned  on  b»  fore  this  court, 
the  qutfti«>n  is  not  fo  much,  wheti.er  or 
liol  luch  a  deciHon  will  Ik  for  the  grea¬ 
ter  pood  of  the  eluioNi:'  as  wlutlicr  it 

vill  be  agreeable  to  Dr  R -  or  Dr 

D - ?  and  when  a  member  froin  a  re¬ 


mote  |>art  of  the  country  ap|.::irs,  it  is  to 
Uim  a  matter  of  no  great  imp.  rtmec 
wb«  ther  or  iu>t  he  is  atquaintcd  with  the 
wjcri^s  of  the  canfc;  he  needs  only  Icj. 
:jttend  whiift  a  vote  i  called,  and  then 
he  c  itner  p'  uts  an  onliinitcd  conrniencc 

in  the  iodpment  o(  Dr  i\ - ,  or  jar- 

fcap'?,  it  ('therwifr  'ittp'^Vd,  he  im;'giites 


ihal  he  tar.not  pofii'o!*  err  if  he  voies  in 
thr  opr-tjfi’ion  r.gaintl  him. 

I  uii.vht  now  add  ^'incr  cbtVn’a^ion*; ; 
V'ot  having  ini'cnUbly  tpun  out  my  letter 
f..  j'*»  ut  r  iriiglh  than  1  intr'idevl;  ai.d 

I  am  afraiil  that  tne  pt.flace  miy  run 
higher  than  the  entertainment,  fnali 
therefore  conchnle  with, 

Dl AR  bi r , 

Yours,  S:c. 

D - ,  ‘/i.’/;.  II.  1774. 

To  it:e  Rais  x  kR, 

SIR, 

Tllb  undnuhted  original  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter  tel!  into  my  lnutls ’cr^  the 
ink  ua*;  d-y :  if  it  ihouid  ibik**  yt»u,  as 
it  did  me,  tlie  Irv.uhle  ot  tranlcribing 
»l  will  be  more  than  repaid. 

Yonrs,  5«:c.  T.  C. 

5/r/^/e : 


J,.  - 


on  an  Intirt fling 
Oicajit-ti. 

^TTASever  litnuion  focircnmrtan- 


ced  as  ipirc?  Uniort unite  in 


|ti«*  mitl,^  ot  happincts.  ruii.ed  by  lucccls, 
2fid  d'-iveo  1..  vUtpair  by  lac  aita!aa.cnt 
cf  my  wiilus  ! 

“  NVhy,  ye  p^iwrr*  !  did  you  not  give 
to  the  lovely  Soplda  le*s  hoe,  or  in»*re 
relolution  to  retitt  ;  or  to  me  a  im.iMer 
klnre  of  ait  and  c.'de.irmrnts  to  per- 
ioaiic:  11  id  I  never  p  iVclJed  her,  1  hid 
fiiii  been  happy:  but  Ihe,  by  tj 
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my  prayers,  has  undone  myqnief;  for 
1  am  doomed,  in  fp*ie  of  reafon,  of  ho* 
nour,  and  of  gratitude,  to  entertain  fufi. 
picions  of  that  virtue  which  melted  be¬ 
fore  the  flame  of  my  love;  yet  ftill,  in 
fpiie  of  tliufe  fufpicioiis,  to  continue  to 
love  ai*d  Hilorc, 

“  In  vain  I  reprefent  to  myfelf  that 
thr  ronqneff  was  the  confequence  of  ray 
atfiduity;  that  her  p.itTion  for  me  was 
the  unhappy  caufe  of  an  unbounded  con¬ 
fidence  in  me;  and  that  art  in  me  finifh- 
cd  whit  nature  had  begun  in  her. 

“  For,  alas!  rttledtion  ftill  draws  me 
back  to  i-nsgine^  That  looks  a*  paflTionate, 
vows  a.i  ardent,  a  inan.ncr  as  engaging, 
and  a  form  as  plcafing,  a*'  reduced  her  at 
til  ft,  may  agiin  find  accefs  to  her  lieart  ; 
and  Ihc  famecinfe  may,  nay  iniifl,  hav^ 
the  fame  txVet^t:  what  pleafed  in  me  may 
pleafe  in  another;  for  felf  love  fails  me 
whf'n  I  ftrive  to  flitter  myfelf  as  being 
polUlfcd  of  altr.iCfions  which  only  can 
ailUTT. 

“  To  v.hat,  then,  cm  1  have  rfcourfc 
ft-r  p*  ace  '  Shall  I  Ik*  moved  b>  her  teari, 
and  yit  hl  to  iu  r  iiitre.itics  (the  only 
nn  arl^  of  preferving  her),  by  adding  the 
tie.s  of  Inniour  to  rhofe  of  love,  and 
cr»  iting  in  her  a  duty  to  fccurc  her  af¬ 
fections  :  » 

“  Shall  I  ertcite  the  devotion  of  the 
wife,  to  {ircferve  and  endear  the  tender-' 
r.efj  of  ihe  minrefs?  Ah  1  no;  in  propor* 
tl.wi  1"  I  have  more  at  flake,  my  ap-, 
ptt  henfuMi*.  mnft  inercafe:  every  circum* 
ii  iner  «hit  can  augment  mir  C'»nnedlioni 
mult  add  force  to  rnv  feart*;  nor  can  1 
hope  they  will  be  cxiinguilhed  in  matri- 
moiiial  endearment:,;  for  ail  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  her  life,  tlur  mofl  artlefs  love,  the 
mod  flndied  affeOion,  can  never  fatisiy 
u'heie  tnc  conviifliou  of  reafon  has  fad¬ 
ed. 

“  li  'w  can  !  expc(5t  to  find  a  cure  for 
my  fiifpidons.in  her  behaviour,  who 
d  iul.t  eve  n  in  fpiie  of  myTtlf?  She  can¬ 
not  undo  what  is  done  !  fiie  cannot  re- 
c;*ll  the  hicklefs  moment,  when,  in  fpitc 
«  f  the  reflraints  of  her  fci,'  her  virtue 
fell  3  victim  !  nor  therefore  can  the  lave 
me  from  the  torturing  thought,  that, 
weakened  a.s  the  fo«  Ireli  is  by  the  demo¬ 
lition  of  the  flrony  out- works  of  prtjti- 
il'ice,  it  is  reiideied  the  leadier  to  for* 
render  by  Ixung  famiiiariy.td  to  the  idea 
rf  a  furrendery ;  f  '*r  oppofttion  wilt  be 
ever  more  or  Icfs  faint  in  pioportion  is 
the  worft  ot  the  event  can  be  expeded 
v;;lb  cwrc  01  kis  concern;  auidkmaltf 
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tirtupis  half  fuMntd.  at  Ipaff,  v-htrn  it 
1, A'!  once  bought  illclf  to  think  that  it 
ni«<y 

“  Bill  lince  hnfjpine fii  is  not  to  be  found 
with  her,  lliaii  1  ciMlravour  to  feck  it 
without  her  •?  ;»nd,  baTjilliing  luyftlt  from 
her  light,  ihall  1  take  the  lirit  ftro  to 
wean  fiom  her  my  heart  !  Honour  calif 
nic  t)ack,  and  forbids  ms  to  forfake  her, 
who  forfook  all  for  me  ?  Gratitude  in- 
tcipoles,  at)d  prevents  me  fV(»m  cauftirg 
her  inhering?,  who  threw  alidc  all  that 
was  dear  to  her  to  remove  mine  !  And 
love,  yet  Wronger  than  the  calls  of  ho- 
lu^ur  ai.d  the  ties  cf  gratitude,  ftill  nurfes 
thit  psHion  which  piiiTeHion  has  but 
heghtened,  and  if’ccllantly  pionipts  my 
tkl'.re  for  an  objed  where  concentered 
nnri^  every  charm,  which,  icpatatcly 
liiiltihuud,  could  create  and  diftinguilh 
btaiity;  where  every  grace  attends  on 
every  charm;  where  art  gvaU  nature, 
and  the  ornaments  of'  the  mind  vie  with 
the  perfedions  of  the  ptrloii  ;  wheie 
Iwiife,  which  might  command  attention 
iti  the  parties  of  the  philolVphers,  is  fofr 
trncrl  and  adormd  by  tafte,  which  might 
add  refinrmenl  to  the  polilhcd  all'cmbiics 
of  the  courtier. 

“  Can  It  be  wondered  that  I  have  fo 
ftrong  an  attachment  to  fo  valuable  a 
pclUdior.  ?  Can  it  be  w’ondered  that  1 
dti  ad  to  hde  it  ?  Attradcd  by  unbound* 
rd  love,  repelled  by  incxtinguilhable  fuf- 
picion,  when  1  think  of  leaving  her,  I 
Ire  nothing  before  me  but  delpair ;  and 
when  for  (juiet  I  iridulge  the  oppulitc 
thought,  and  incline  to  fatiafy  her 
prayers  and  my  wdlhes,  then  jealoufy, 
vvith  all  her  gloomy  train,  ftartlcs  iry 
imagination,  and  drives  me  back  to  my 
former  dinrar^lion  ! 

“  Since  doomed  to  mifery  myftlf,  may 
1  have  the  conlolation  of  being  a  warn<* 
ing  to  others!  Let  the  gay,  the  giddy, 
the  gallant,  knov^’,’ that  arguifh  is  not' 
the  portion  of  ihc  icduccd,  the  dciertcd, 
the  miferaWe  fair  aldiic  !  Jf  a  miitaken 
nr  lion  of  gallantry  built  on  vanity,  from 
the  attractions  of  their  perfons,  and  on 
glory  froiii  an  idea  of  conqiiefjf,  be  ttre 
idle  motive  of  lo  much  mifehief;  let 
lh»  m  kni>vv  that,  fooner  or  later,  rc-» 
iiu.rle  wili  make  fulVrcicnt  atonement  for 
the  deftiodiimi  of  the  peace  of  a.  mfnd, 
w  hofe  otdy  crime  wa*»  fondue fs  for  them, 
ard  for  the  luin  of  a  repidatlon,'  which 
never,  alas  I  can  be  repaired. 

But  if  Love  mixes  his  gentle  force, 
Kt  them  prepare  fur  adilcunr.a  like  mine. 


End,  with  a  lifeofcirc,  dearly  repay  a 
moment  of  plealure.  Let  them  prepare 
tor  an  anguifh  of  mind,  which  will  in* 
creafe  in  proportion  to  delicacy  of  ienti« 
liicnt  and  refinement  of  honour^"  .  Xi 

t 
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To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weiclv 
Magazine. 

Exercitque  frequens  tellurem  atfw 
imperat  arvis*  <  ViEGi 

‘  .  i 

This  beautiful  line,  Mr  Publiiherv 
leads  you  to  the  duty  of  a  farmed 
at  once. — He  muft  keep^his  fields  unde# 
difcipline,  as  a  prince  his  people,  or  « 
flicphcrd  lli^  fiock.  Weeds  unchecked^ 
and  liberty  iincootrouled,  will  hive  the 
fame  tffei^t;  arid  even  a  Junius,  a  Wilkcis 
or  a  London  lirery  do  very  well  know^ 
that  without  difcipline  there  can  be  no 
government,  and  that  liberty  without 
rePiraint  w'ould  i'oon  deprive  them  of 
t he'll  exilic ncc.  ' 

'  Jn  my  UA  [P.  7.]  I  fuggeded,  that 
govct  nmcnt.ihouid  attend  to  the  encou* 
ragement  of  cuhivating  barren  ground# 
and  walles,  to  the  end  that  plenty  of 
bread  may  be  obtained,  the  etfeft  of 
which  would  be  population.  An 
creafe  of  people  is  abfolutcly  nccclTanr 
for  the  fiipport  of  the  Uiiti^li  empire!;^ 
for  how  can  we  have  fleets,  ariiiie#^ 
trade,  manufadtureiv  and  colonies,  if  po^ 
pulation  be  negledlcd  ?  .  .  u 

■  ]  have  Niirtl.  Britain  chiefly  in  view, there 
iHing  no  doubt  of  population  in  Soutks 
Britain,  to  which  there  is  a  perpetual 
emigration,  or  rather  inundation  of  fdk 
reigners  from  all  quarter#  ofi  the  g]ob<f, 
who  fupply  the  place  of  thofe  who  'emi* 
grate  to  our  colonief,  or  get 'employ# 
ment  in  our  fleets  and  armies:— —And 
here  eccurs  an  cbfervntion  {of  foinc  im# 
portarcc:  1  admire  the  wililom  of  the 
South  Britoiiiv  (I  bad  aimoft  faid.tiic 
J^nglifb),  for  their  great  attcotion  le  thk 
incrcale  of  cattle  to  fupply  the  maiket# 
-with  f(»od  for  multitudes.  Nothing  is  £# 
auiaHing  as  plcnlv  of  food,  which  con# 
flitutes  tiie  real  and  luhflantial  riche#  of 
a  country.  South  BiiUin  is  remarkable 
for  the  care  and  concern  taken  al>out  tlie 
generation  and  genealogy  of  cattle;* and 
the  family  or  pedigree  of  a  horfe,  will^ 
by  tradition,  he  traced  op  to  a  Grrciaa 
Bucephalos,  whole  hiftcry  U  more  for 
uic  tbaa  that  of  bis  lUlcr :  tbc  blood 


the  horfc  defeendinp  for  our  profit  and  get  plenty  of  bread,  the  parent  of  popQ« 
plcafure  is  of  great  moment.  The  horfe,  lation.  In  Ihort,  let  us  hallcn  to  be 
not  the  hero  is  the  fenfe  of  the  matter.  rich,  that  we  may  with  fafety  imitate 
South-Britain  is  yet  more  remarkable  our  neighbours  in  luxury  and  didipatioo. 
for  corn  than  cattle.  Agriculture  is  1  dread  much  we  anticipate  here  not  a 
there  brought  to  perfeflion.  They  have  little,  and  our  precipitancy,  in  this  re* 
rven  plenty  of  corn  for  their  horfes. —  fpt(fl,  retards  our  pr ogre fs,  or  rather  •w 
How  attra^ing  all  this  plenty  !  Foreign-  thread  is  cut  Ihort  before  we  reach  the 
«rs  arc  hereby  attra<5ted  to  South- Britain  loom*.  What  iliall  we  tliink  of  the  mo- 
as  naturally  as  iron  by  a  load-ftone;  but  deft  Scot  ?  1  will  name  him— A  Monro, 
the  progrrla  of  agriculture  in  South-  led,  or  rather  milled,  by  a  principle  of  ho- 
Britain  can  bc.calily  traced  fo  far  Kick  as  nour  and  pride  of  country’,  rejected  very 
the  age  of  Julius  Cxfar.  It  is  acknow-  large  fums  of  money,  which  the  more 
ledged,  that  the  Romans  were  the  In  ft  wile  and  Icfs  modeft  Clive  grafped  at, 
Hreners  in  Europe;  and  from  hiftory  wc  and  carried  oft'  in  triumph  from  Bengal 
learn,  that  a  Roman  fenator  fupported  to  Britain.  Shall  wc  call  this  want  of 
the  expence  of  1ms  family  by  the  produd  capacity  in  the  former,  or  a  redundance 
of  one  acre  of  land.  Certain  it  is,  that  of  rapacity  in  the  latter?  I  refumc,  Mr 
South  Britain  continued  a  Roman  pro-  Publiiher,  my  advice  to  my  countrymen, 
\incc  for  fcveral  centuries,  in  which  Let  us  borrow  fenfe  and  wifdom  from 
length  of  time  we  cannot  doubt  that  a-  ou**  fouthern  brethren,  without  quarrel- 
i;riculture  and  literature  would  be  intro-  ling  about  found.  The  founding  name 
iuced,  and  carried  on  to  a  great  degree  of  a  Fingal-Scot  or  an  Ahglo  Sixon  ii 
€)f  peritdion,  by  a  people  the  maft  po-  neither  here  nor‘  there  of  any  coole- 
liihed,  the  mafters  and  kings  of  the  quence,  but  as  a  plaything  for  (chooU 
world:  No  wonder  then,  that  our  fou-  boys,  who  give  it  the  name  of  Englifi^ 
Ihcrn  brethren  by  this  time  Ihould  excel  vi:n  and  Scrifmeny  as  they  run  the  uot 
Sn  every  art  and  fcience,  in  every  branch  againft  the  other, 
of  the  oeconomy  of  life;  nor  ihould  wc  My  fubjed  leads  me  toreqtieft  of  yoor 
be  aihamed  of  copying  after  them.  We  correfpondenls  (Agricola  in  ^particular), 
bad  not  the  advantage  of  being  made  a  to  point  out  the  chcapcit  and  moft  ex- 
'Romaii  province :  the  Romans  did  in-  peditious  method  for  breaking  up  barreii 
deed  make  (liorl  cxcurlions  to  North-  furfaccs,  to  yield  a  fucceilion  of  crops. 
Britain,  but  whether  they  could  not,  or  Manure  is  cxpcnfive,  and  different  foils 
would  not  perfift,  wc  are  certain  they  require  different  manures;  but  I  believe 
made  no  fettlemcnt  or  rchdence  in  the  that  the  furfaces  ihould  be  mouldered 
liorth  of  Britain.  and  mixed  to  feme  confificncy  before  the 

North-Britain  is  juftly  blamed  for  pride  manure  is  laid  on.  Mean  time,  1  w'iih 
and  poverty.  Wc  arc  proud  of  our  an-  very  carncftly  for  the  attention  of  the 
ceftors,  though  w’c  cannot  trace  them  public  to  this  important  fubjeA.  Ex^ 
farther  back  than  a  Fingal  or  Oftian  ;  yet  tending  the.  field  of  agriculture  would 
this  may  l>e  as  fcnfibie  an  origin  at  the  increafe  the  fund  of  bread  and  beef  like- 
Angles  of  Saxony,  w’hom  the  Roman  hif-  wife;  for  every  farmer  knows  that  hit 
torians  mention  as  an  ignoble  race  of  arable  fields  miift  be  refted  by  rotation^ 
men  ;  even  barb  art — From  fuch  our  and  turned  to  pafture.  Feeding  and 
fouthern  neighbours  derive  their  national  refting  the  ground  by  turns  is  the  ink 
jiamc,  though,  at  the  fame  time,  they  irconomy  of  a  farm.  ’ 

can,  without  contra'di^lion,  boaft  of  a  Plenty  of  food  w’duld  prevent  cmigrt- 
truly  Roman  origin.  Here  is  modefty,  tion,  which  none  would  think  of  from 
not  pride.  W>  arc  proud  of  country,  choice ;  and  I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  the 
though  that  country  does  not  produce  preminini  for  railing  ftax  and  hemp 
plenty  for  back  and  belly;  but  what  is  a  would  be  better  employed  on  propaga- 
man  without  them?  a  Ikclcton — Po-  ting  corn  for  bread  to  the  manufacturers, 
rer/y  indeed — \\itcaveoffavitne.  Let  who  would  follow  their  bufinefs  in 
118  then,  Mr  Pubtidicr,  imitate  our  more  courfc,  if  they  got  provifions  cheap; 
wife  neighbours  in  tlie  foutli.  Let  us  without  which  there  feems  to  be  a  foil 
iludy  and  apply  our  attention  to  the  gc-  of  anticipation  in  trade  and  nianufac- 
Deration  and  genealogy  of  cattle— vent-  tures — it  is  a  kind  of  grafping  at  the  cod 
rate  the  cow  and  the  horfe.  Let  the  without  the  means, 
plough  be  the  ubjaCt  ot  our  pride,  till  wc  1  hope,  Sir,  1  have  fufl&dcntly  txpUia^ 
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P,f  fhf  nrcrflity  of  incrcafing  the  growth 
Lt  an-n  and  cattle  in  North  Britain.  A- 
jifculture  is  the  only  nneans,  and  popu*  ^ 
lotion  the  etfed— and  no  objeft  can  To' 
iuitly  challenge  ihc  attention  of  govern* 
*rT>ent ;  for  f  have  fetn  the  day  when  men 
were  preferred  to  money^  and  I  hope 
that  day  will  return. 

Yourai,  5cc.  SomebodV. 

T#  the  Observer. 

SIR. 

Being  juft  arrived  from  the  countt^, 

I  was  immediately  advifed  by  all  my 
l7iends  to  throw  afidc  my  ruftic  drefs, 
and  look  like  a  human  being,  as  they  ex*  * 
prclTcrcl  it.  Accordingly  a  taylor,  a  hat-  • 
ter,  and  a  OiocMnaker  were  recommend-  . 
ed,  and  having  t'4ken  the  dimeofions  of 
my  he:td,  my  boviy,  and  my  feet,  produ¬ 
ced  what  was  judged  the  nccefTary  appa- 
jel  to  lonk  like  a  human  being.  When 
♦*.e  nominal  hat  was  takrii  out  of  the 
box,  1  infifted  upon  it  Mr  Beaver  had 
made  a  miftake,  and  brought  me  home 
the  hat  of  a  child  juft  breeched  :  he  alfii- 
red  me  he  had  not,  and,  putting  it  on, 
declared  he  never  faw  any  thing  fit  bet¬ 
ter;  but,  looking  in  the  glafs,  I  found  it 
Uy  upon  my  head,  and  that  it  afforded 
Tue  neither  warmth  or  proteiftion  from 
rain.  My  taylor  brought  me  what  I 
♦bought  a  poftilioirs  jacket,  and  the 
fieevts  were  fp  extremely  light,  that  1 
Could  not  bend  my  arms;  but  Mr  Buck¬ 
ram  told  me,  in  very  polite  terms,  he  was 
'■ery  happy  in  having  hit  oft  my  ihape  to 
Inch  a  nicety.  My  flioes  did  not  half 
cover  my  feet;  and  I  migh*:  as  well  have 
gone  barefooted,  had  not  the  peaked 
tncf  made  me  think  I  had  got  my  fifter’s 
holiday  pumps  on.  I  did  not  yet  look 
like  a  human  being:  the  barber  (I  mean 
peruquiert f  >r  I  had  like  to  have  af¬ 
fronted  him,  in  calling  him  by  hU  pro¬ 
per  name)  was  to  give  me  the  finifh- 
iog  hand.  After  fitting  above  an  hour 
under  tlic  operation,  I  was  pronounced 
dreffed ;  and  now  1  was  certain  1  muft 
look  like  a  human  being — hut  getting 
up,  and  looking  in  the  glafs,  I  was  terri- 
nrd  at  my  own  aopearance— I  refembled 
more  the  monkey  that  had  feen  the 
'^orld  than  a  human  being.  1  did  not* 
K'fitate  a  moment  to  dtftroy  the  tupee, 
knock  out  the  curls,  cut  eft*  tbe  cliib, 
throw  oH*  my  coa>,  demolifli  the  h?H, 
kick  off  the  Ihoes,  vsilhout  much  trouble, 
Biid  have  rciHmeti  my  foroKE  drcfti  ik 
VoL.  XXUI.  ' 


which,  I  am  fare,  I  look  by  far  more  like 
a  human  being. 

Now,  Mr  Ohfenrer,,!  want,  to  have 
your  opinion,  as  a  man  of  judgment, 
with  refp^t  to  * my  cundiid:,  by. which' 
you  will  greatly  oblige  one  of  youf 
country  readers.  KutTiCf  a*^ 

DetachstV  Thoughts. 

LP.ii»J 

Happiness  <f«^/MisERY.? 

IF  the  real  Ibntimentf  ,of  mankind  wCrtf . 

known,  we  would  find  no  perfon  per- 
fciftly  content  with  his  condition.  If  there 
fhouid  be  (ucK  a  one,  htf  miift,  moft  un¬ 
doubtedly,  be  cither  a  fool  or  a  madman* 
Where  then  is  wifdom  ?  . .  ^ 

.Moft -philoVoph^ri  differ  widely  con¬ 
cerning  happinefs,  One  fgvt  happinel*^- 
is*  the  end  of  his  defirea.  and  all  he  fecks 
on  earth.  Another  fays,  it  cannot  be  r 
enjoyed  here.  Why  then  fools  purfue . 
ihadows  ? 

When  our  equals  groan  under  For¬ 
tune’s  fickle  wheel,  wc  imnirdiately,  an  , 
it  were,  feel  a  kind  of  pleafmg  falisfac- 
tion  arife  within  ut,  without  being  able,., 
to  aflign  a  caufe.  We  at  firft  think  thin 
fecret  and  involuntary  pleafurc  takes  its  ’ 
rife  from  fpitc;  but  we  arc  abuted:  It* 
owes  its  rife  to  another  principle.  They 
whoreafon  coolly, will  find, that  happinefs  ^ 
and  milery  have  noexiftence  in  them-^ 
felves;  for  wc  can  only  be  happy  or  un¬ 
happy,  refativciy  with  others  more  fo  * 
than  ourfelves.  It  it  from  comparifoa  * 
alone  we  know  our  own  mifery.  It  in 
thus  infcnfibly  our  happinefs  increafef. 
when  our  neighbours  diminifties;  when 
wc  perceive  fewer  above  us,  and  more  . 
beneath  ut.  Infadt,when  we  can  compare 
ourfelves  with  more  perfohs  at  miferabie- 
again,  and  with  fewer  who  enjoy  more 
happinefs. 

UNCDNNBtTEU  THOUOHTI. 

Religion  is  the  good  of  a  people,  and 
the  fupport  of  a  ftatc.  To  donbt  its  ve«  - 
raci’y  is  a  pcrfonal  error— -To  ffght  a«* 
gaipft  it  an  attack  on  fociety. 

With  moft  men  wifdom  begfrti’sthen^ 

*  the  conftitution  i»  finifbed. 

’.The  raiftr  and  man  «vf  fenfe  rhiicK  re-  * 
‘  fcmble  one  another  in  this,  that  they  arc 
both  always  ready  to  receive^  the  <me^ 
*  money,  the  other  inftrudtioo,  from  what- 
-  cVer  hand  it  comes.* 

'  To  lament  the  dead  to  exed#  il  an  io;  . 
.  fuU  to  the  bvin^.  ‘  ‘  ^ 
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VmsES  te  the  Mem9ry  cf  Miji  Peggy 
Grey  c/ Alnwick. 


The  Mufc,  Vrc-whilc,  who  pcnfivc  drains 
cflayM, 

Si^hM  as  flic  fung,  and  roT*d  the  cyprcfs 
Ihaclc, 

O’er  death’s  dread  empire  cad  a  mournful 


view, 

And  mark’d  the  dying  groan  that 
drew  ; 

W’tth  weary  wing  again  purfues  her  flight, 

Xt  iiCtc  d«.ath*sdim  ihaiovis  float  in  cndlcfs 
niglit. 

And,  foftly  Tighlng,  as  flic  fen  Is  her  eye 
O’er  the  lone  I'pot  where  Stella's  relics  lie, 
lUH'j  s  weakly  hov’ring  o’er  the  awful  feme  ; 
1fon  yew,  wild-waving  o’er  the  glimmering 

Wheir  Hrrling  ld<l<,  in  decent  order  laid, 
Kow  hi'ic,  tor  ever  hide!  the  heauccous  maid. 


V.;.,  peufivc  Mufc  !  indulge  another  tear  I 
’ri.t  dull  of  gentle  Stelh  niouldcis  here  ! 
trac’d  with  each  gift  the  gayer  world  ad¬ 
mires,  . 

Beauty  that  warmsv  and  elegance  that  flrc.«  ; 
Adorn’d  with  all  that  milder  worth  can  give, 
H'hat  lore  which  icaclies  how  to  love  and  live! 
Good-nature  trniling  with  unclouded  eye  ; 
Religion  pointing  to  her  kindred  Iky  ; 

Taltc  unalham’d  at  virtue’s  thiine  to  how  ; 
l.,ovc  undifmay’d  with  iricndlhip’s  tires  to 
glow  ; 

Senfe  without  pride,  and  prudence  without 
art. 

The  foftcfl  hoAsm,  and  the  kindcfl  heart  ! 
Behold  her  now,  in  youth's  delightful  mom, 
l-'rom  life’s  fair,  flow'ry,  flatt'ring  profpe^Vs 
•  turn  ; 

Stretch'd  w  r.re  Une  filencc  haunts  the  folema 


•  yew, 

And  tufted  grais  waves  wet  with  baleful  dew! 


How  fleet  is  life!  bow  frail  this  boafled 
breath  ! 

Tn  op’ning  youth  invades  the  blall  of  death  ! 
\Vc  riourilh  like  the  vernal  foliage,  blow  n 
By  the  warm  influenct  oi  a  nearer  fun  ; 

A  while  we  balk  in  fpring  s  enliv'ning  ray, 
Ajid  in  fwcet  indolence  imbibe  the  day  ; 
Anon  we  fall  I  and  ’ere  the  fummrr  fun 
The  Ibori-liv’d  glory  of  our  youth  is  gone  ! 


Avails  it  ought,  ye  filler- beau  ties !  fay. 

To  lead  the  dance,  and  chauut  the  Iprightly 

‘•y  ? 

Avails  it  ought  to  boad  luperior  grace. 

The  fparklingeye,  the  niby-tin^ur’d  face? 
Can  eba’-ms  like  thcic  prolong  tl.e  pairing 
breath, 

Soothe  aching  pain,  or  flop  the  flroke  of 
dcaUi? 


Ah  !  no— Tlio’  virtue,  innocence  and  trmrt  ' 
Improv’d  thefe  charms,  and  flufli’d  the  bloon^ 
of  youth ; 

Tho*  fwecfcfl  manners,  gentled  arts  com¬ 
bin’d,  , 

Rul’d  c\*rj  grace,  and  ev’rr  grace  refin'd ; 
Confumption  flow  cxtinguilh'd  nature's  fires^. 
And  Stella* %  felf  in  fudden  pangs  expires  !  j 

Vaiij  is  the  hope  to  ward  the  dcftin'd  blow, 
That,  undiflinguilh’d,  lays  the  lovelied  low  ! 
All,  all  mull  number  with  tlve  filcnt  dead, 
O’tr  cv’ry  eye  be  mortal  darknefs  fpread  ! 

All  Hoop  to  moulder  in  one  common  dud, 
Who  charm  but  little,  or  who  charm  tb« 
mod  ! 

Death,  hov’ring  round,  prevents  with  nimble 
dart. 

The  bloom  of  beauty,  and  the  pride  of  art  f 
Stops  the  fofr  cadence  of  the  tuneful  tongue,  ' 
And  treats  alike  the  poet  and  the  long  ! 

Yc  weeping  pair !  whofc  brcalls  arc  doom!d 
to  know 

The  burll  of  anguifli,  and  the  figh  of  wocj 
Rtdraia  your  grief!— tho*  furc  to  grief  it 
giv’n 

A  decent  meafurc  from  indulging  heav’n  ; 

A  mother’s  pang,  a  fifler’s  parting  tear, 

Suit  Stella  s  doom,  and  grace  her  fun'ral  bier;  ‘ 
But  iighs  tliat  wild  from  plaintive  bofomi 
flow. 

Tears  that  didil  from  long-indulged  woe, 
Arraign  the  rule  of  all-governing  hcav’n, 

To  wliom  yc  owe  that  Stella  once  was  giv’n  ft 
Know,  all  its  ways  are  righteous,  good,  aad< 
wife, 

Tho’  undifeern’d  by  mortals*  darken’d  eyes! 
Nor  think  unwelcome  fped  the  fatal  dart, 
I'hat,  heav’n-dirc^led,  flruck  at  StelUU 
heart ; 

For,  not  to  Stella  gloom’d  that  mournful  day. 
That  tore  her  from  your  weepiogeyes  away  f' 
Believe  the  Mull ; — and  what  the  Mufc  doth 

Streams  ever  pure  from  truth's  eternal  fprings 
Soon  as  her  foul  fOrfook  the  cumbrous  day,  * 
Burfl  into  air,  and  foar’d  unfccii  away. 
Attendant  feraphs  led  her  upward  flight 
From  cat  til’s  low  orb,  and  fcour’d  the  Ibadef 
of  nigl'.t ; 

Before  her  bright  unbarr’d  the  Aiming  fcatt. 
Where  whitc-rob’d  mercy  guards  the  golden 
•  gates;  ’’ 

Unveil’d  to  view  the  ever-blooming  bow’rs. 
Where  f«ints  and  feraphs  hymn  the  raptur'd’ 
hours : 

**  Go  to  the  mild  and  good,”  th*  Almighty, 
faid. 

The  mild  and  good  embrac’d  th*  obedient, 
maid !  i 

Now  hymning  high,  flic  fwells  the  grattfu^ 
long  j 

To  him  who  led  her  earthly  fteps  along,  . 
Safe  from  the  darkling  wilds  of  vice's  way^  * 
To  regidas  lighted  eternal  day  !  *  • 
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.  This  verfc  be  thine  !  lamented  maid  !  re¬ 
ceive 

TiK  lad  lad  tribute  that  the  Mufc  can  give ! 
Tilt  Mule,  who  occe  inl'pir’d  with  Iprightljcr 
pow’r, 

5unf;  livelier  lays,  and  cheer’d  your  languid 
hour ! 

Ko’.v  wc-k  of  wing,  and  unpreparM  to  fly 
Where  fificy  liters  her  tow’ring  flight  en 
high, 

BW.s,  undly  hoVring,  where  your  alhes 
rcli. 

And  bids  the  turf  lie  liglitly  on  your  breaft. 
Lcuuminhbanki.  A. 

I 

An  Epistle  to  a  Friend. 

I  KNOW  not  what  fiiouid  thus  eacite,  * 
hut  dill  1  find  an  itch  to  wiUc; 
rake,  dear  Sir,  in  evil  part, 

TI\c  breathings  of  a  kindred  heart. 

A  good  new  year,  and  many  too, 

Or  good,  my  friend,  however  few; 

'I’hc  longed  life  is  not  the  bell. 

But  that  in  which  we  fuller  lead. 

How  vaic,  alas  !  is  mortal  man, 
his  nature  dull,  his  lire  a  fpan  1 
At  morn  he  rifes,  but  ’ere  noon 
hiis  Ihort  uncertain  race  is  run  ! 

To  what  a  train  of  mis'rics  born, 

}iuw  melancholy  and  forlorn  ! 

He  enters  on  this  life  in  pain, 

Anil  quits  It  with  a  pang  again  ! 

You’ve  fetn  a  groupc  of  midges  rife. 

And  hum  and  dance  before  your  eyes  ; 

Yet  that  fame  breath  which  gave  ’em  birth. 
Silence  their  noilc,  and  quench  their  mirth  ! 
So  fares  it  with  the  human  race, 
d  licir  dale  a  trice  !  a  point  their  place ! 

’I'his  moment  ufhers  them  to  light, 
d'hc  next  they’re  julllcd  out  of  light ! 

See  IMeafure  at  the  profpe^t  dies. 

And  hridc  forgoes  the  flatt’ring  prize; 

Each  riling  Beauty  changes  hue. 

And  mad  Ambition  fhuns  the  view. 

'I'hc  Loves,  affrighted,  feek  the  fhade, 

And  all  the  Graces  hang  their  head,  * 

Till  virtue  breathes  a  frcih  perfume, 

A  nd  they  their  wobted  peace  refume. 

Hope,  flutt’ring  in  the  anxious  bread. 

Still  keeps  a  dcady  eye  on  red  ; 

And,  when  misfortune  aims  her  dings, 

Elu  'ics  the  blow,  and  upward  fprings. 

In  vain  we  fearch  the  world  o’er 
For  wliat  was  never  found  before  : 

.Since  life  itlclf  is  but  a  fhow. 

What  blili  can  mortals  find  below  ? 

Come  then,  my  friend,  if  Friendihip  can 
Subtract  one  evil  from  our  fpan, 

I.tt  us,  with  ©.♦ferings  divine, 

5till  worlhip  at  her  holy  (brine. 

What  if  tlie  dcllinics  relent. 

And  j^rant  the  lovely  grace.  Content ! 
Pollcls’d  of  fuch  a  nbble  prize,. 

Could  we  envy  the  rich  or  wife  ? 


Then  when  the  thread  of  life  is  fpun, 

And  Atropos  her  talk  has  done, 

Serenely,  as  the  dprm  abatts. 

Or  gradual  as  twilight  retreats; 

Soft  as  the  nightly  dew  delccnds,  ^  ^ 

Or  grateful  as  the  full  grape  bends  { 

Not  as  the  pale-ey’d  lamp  expires. 

But  as  the  lhade  from  liglrt  retires ;  ^  ^ 

As  ends  the  budle  with  the  day. 

Or  as  an  echo  dies  away*:  j 

As  from  the  trees  the  falling  leaves. 

Or  from  the  plains  the  parting  breeze  ; 

So  on  death’s  downy  wings  we  fly,  * 

And  mingle  with  our  native  Iky  ! 

Leave  all  our  forrows,  all  our  pains, 

And  reach  thole  chade  Elylian  plains. 

Where  nothing  can  incoiiAant  prove,  i 

For  all  is  life,  and  all  is  love  I 

Perth ^  Jan,  19.  CblolT-* 

Epitaph  Off  John  HAwKsswoRTMt  , 

•  L.  L.D.  , 

Ha  WEES  WORTH,  adicu  I  thou  mod  in¬ 
genuous  mind, 

Firm  friend  to  truth,  in  wifdom’s  fchool  tt* 
fin’d  I 

Great  was  thy  praife  in  learning  to  excel, 

Bat' greater  far  the  praife  of  living  well : 
Great  was  thy  pow’r  the  vicious  to  contronl. 
But  boundlcfs  thy  benevolence  of  foul : 
fielov’d  by  all— to  virtue’s  precepts  true,  , 
Thou  lively,  chearful,  fbclal  friend,  adieu !  1 

E.  F- 

.CUPID  Stung. 

Anacreon.  Ooe  XL. 

ASl u  M  s’r  I N  G  bee,  by  love  tmfeen. 

Had  in  a  bed  of  rofes  been  : 

T'he  god  was  dung,  the  wound  was  fore. 

And  anguiih  made  eke  urchin  roar. 

Away  he  flew  with  all  his  might, 

To  feek  his  mother  Venus  bright : 

**  Mamma,  your  fun  is  kill’d,*'  he  cries ; 

**  Kill’d  is  your  Ton — your  Cupid  dies  ; 

**  A  little  ferpeut  wounded  me, 

**  Yea,  wings  it  has,  and  call’d  a  bee.** 

**  If  a  bee’s  ding  fo  Iharp  can  prove, 

**  How  (harp,**  fays  (he,  **  ait  wounds  of 
love.**  ’  W.  W. 


To  Flav 


lA,  eff  fendinr  her  feme  Verfes  after 
beinj  forbidaen  to  xorite* 


«*  Q»  HUT,  (hut  the  door,  Mamma  !**  in  viia 
O  you  cry : 

Shame  may  be  crippl’d.  Impudence  fly  : 
Not  ev*n  retirement  from  its  prefence  hid^ 

It  pierces  windows,  into  ciofets  glides, 
Didurbs  the  privaqr  of  penlivc  noun. 

Catches  at  all,  and  catching  all  devours ! 

Nor  cling  horfi^Icechci  cloler  to  their  prey  ' 
Than  Impudence, — butugUer  far  thin  thcf'f 
3e»ttmon4^bandcj» 
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The  review. 

^  Plan  for  reforynin^  the  Morals  ef 
•the  Common  People. 

I  PROPOSE,  in  the  following  cfTav,  to 
throw  t6gether  a  few  loofe  thoughts 
on  the  ft^le  of  vtufic  among  our  com¬ 
mon  people.  I  acknuv^ ledge  I  am  but 
little  ^oahfied  to  write  on  the  fubjedt ; 
for  I  proteis  not  to  be  a  connoifTcyr,  nor 
Mirti  by  any  means  to  be  a  critic  in  it; 
l>ecaufc  fuch  a  oruHciency  would  infalli¬ 
bly  make  me  hard  to  pleafe,  and  fpoil 
luucli  of  the  cnioyment  I  have  in  this 
delightful  art.  But  if  nobody  elfe  will 
lake  the  trouble,  I  may  be  allowed  to 
oft'er  a  few  nleful  hints  with  regard  to  it, 
to  thofe  of  mv  countrymen  who  are  con¬ 
tented  with  the  lame  ordinary  tattc  that 
1  have,  and  who  obferve  with  concern, 
the  moft  extcnlive  and  milchievotis  in¬ 
fluence  of  bad  mulic  upon  the  morals  of 
the  commonalty. 

I  ought  not  to  l>e  reckoned  idly  em¬ 
ployed  in  this  attempt:  any  one  who 
lakes  the  leatl  rrotice  of  what  daily  paf- 
fes  under  his  observation,  will  own  it  to 
be  a  matter  w'hich  deferves  the  moft  fc- 
rious  attention  of  all  good  fubjc(Jt«  of 
this  realm  who  dcfire  to  fee  the  w’clfarc 
Aiitl  profperity  ot  their  native  land.  A 
wife  man  hath  faid,  and  faid  tndv,  “  Ltt 
*  me  make  the  ballads  of  a  iialion,  ar>d 
*  I  will  give  any  body  leave  to  make 
‘  \\\C}T  lanvsl'  )l  is  an  undeniable  fact, 
well  known  to  aH  who  read  hiltory,  tha», 
jtmorg  every  people  under  heaven,  mii\ 
lie  and  poetry  have  a  greater  lhare  Ihan^ 
almi»tt  anv  thing  clfc,  in  rendering  them, 
good  Or  bid.  virtuous  or  vicious.  To, 
produce  authorities  would  be  endlefs. 
\Vhat  waft  it  gaiiird  the  Spartans  a  ccle-. 
brateJ  vicf«kry  ?  S*»me  hcoiic  ven'es  re¬ 
cited  to  them  before  the  battle  by  their 
general  'ryrtipus.  What  drove  Julius 
Cxfar  out  of  Britain  :'’'rhc  fongs  of  the’ 
bards.  What  made  the  antient  Gei- 
inans  and  \orth- American  Indians  to  fe- 
TtHriousand  intrepid  *  :  Fhe  war-whoop. 
}b,  vvi  at  means  did  Edward  i.  conquer 
Wales?  Hy  putting  to  death  all  the  Hauls 
in  the  country.  What  was  it  .attached 
the  liighUnders  fo  vehemently  to  their 
chitti.tfns?  I’he  poems  of  Odian  [for- 
iiora  faSla  patr'^fn)  fung  to  the  harp, 

I  *  ,  -  ,  %  .  .  ,  ^ 

•  Tacitus  dc  suer  thus  Ccrsnar^^l 


or  a. Highland  battle  played  oo  the  bagr 
pipe.  What  gained  Oliver  Cromwell  I'i 
many  vi^drits?  Singing  pialms  as  he 
led  on  his  troops  to  ar^ion.  What  made 
thcEuglifli  Heel  revolt  to  the  prir^  of 
Orange?  The  Irilh  fori g  of  Lillibniero. 
W'^hat  made  our  uilors  defpife  the  French 
in  the  late  war?  Hearts  of  Oak,  Balance 
a  Straw,  anti  The  Road  Beef  of  Old 
England.  W  hat  is  tne  trying  moment 
to  a  foidier's  heart  ?  That  awful  paulc 
when  the  drums  and  tifes  ceatc  before 
the  tirfl  tire.  What  has.  moll  contribu¬ 
ted  to  render  the  pcafants  in  Scotland 
more  decent  in  theifr  fpecch  and  behavi¬ 
our  than  the  EngliOi  ?  1  he  ballads  and 
tunes  they  are  accutlomed  to  from  thei^ 
infancy,  and  particularly  the  Gentle 
Shepherd.  What  has  made  London  9 
fink  of  filth  and  wickednefs,  one  mon-, 
llroiis  mats  of  corruption,  preferved 
from  (linking  only  by  a  few  grains  of 
fait  that  yet  remain  in  it?  VVhy.  the. 
ballads  that  are  chanted  in  St  PauPf 
Church- yard,  and  every  ftreet  and  lane 
of  the  city.  Who  are  the  grealeft  ene-  | 
mies  to  modefty,  chafiity,  and  love? 
I'he  hawkers  and  booki'ellers  who  vend^ 
nonrerfe,  and  fmnt,  and  blafphcmyi 
through  tht;  whole  kingdrm. 

1  cannot  grant  thatthefe  iaft  alfertioni 
are  in’ the  lead  exaggerated,  wrhen  1  fet 
before  my  imagination  a  ballad  finger,, 
iia riding  in  the  chief  place  of  concourfe 
wirh  a  cronded  audience  around  him, 
infl.inriing  their  appetites  and  paffions,' 
winning  his  way  into  their  hearts  by  . 
me.ins  of  mulic  often  too  fweet,  and 
railing  at  his  will  the  various  devils  of 
unbridled  lud,  (hamelcfs  l.dcivicufners,- 
dileonitnt,  fedition,  and  malice:  his 
heaters  Iwallow  with  open  mouth  every; 
fenlcncr  he  utters,  luck  in  thedeliciouf 
poifop,  and  go  aw  ay  to  fpread  it  among; 
their  neighbours,  to  fpeak  evil  of  digni-  , 
liev,  to  rail  againd  their  fovercign,  or  to\jl 
plunge*  in  Icwdnefs  and  debauchery.  (  .,j 
caniu)t  grant  that  my  fears  are  too  drong,  y 
when  1  confider  what  a  multitude  o£  ^ 
clubs  there  are  in  London  and  other 
great  towns,  who  mud  be  entertained 
with  catches  and  longs  of  fome  fort  or 
other;  w'heii  1  lefled,  that  in  thefc  foci*  - 
cties  their  hearis  are  open,  loofe, 
unguarded,  and  receive  luch  imprelfioni  ; 
as  ail  the  w  ife  counlels  and  fermons  they 
hear  arc  not  able  to  cffice.  How  melan¬ 
choly  is  it  to  think  of  the  fet  of  d>ngt  - 
which  feem  to  be  mod  in  vogue,  whicl|  *, 
they  lifirn  rrj  with  g»eedy  delight,  and 
which  arc  only  fit  to  kill  every  pure  aot)  * 
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honfft  wifli  within  them,  aiK?  to  breathe 
an  unhalli»wcd  fl;4fne  thro’  their  whole 
fouls  !  I  ju‘l){C  from  thofc  fathionablc. 
hooks  of  tongs  which  have  fallen  into 
my  hinds.  No  words  arc  ftrong  enough 
to  dtl'crihc  their  detcltablc  expretfuns 
and  thoughts.  Inttead  of  being,,  as  they 
are,  oixrnly  bought  and  read  without* 
Icruplc  by  all  ages  and  fexes,  they  ougnt 
to  be  treated  like  the  Elfay  on  Woman, 
tom  to  pieces,  and  burui  by  the  hands 
of  the  common  hangman.  Sometimes 

i  have  KK)ked  into  them  to  find  an  agree¬ 
able  fonp:  though  it  was  like  touching  a 
leprous  carcafe,  or  handling  a  gangre- 
m)us  lore,  or  pulling  a  dirty  wretch  out 
of  the  mire;  but  among  300,  there  were 
not  live  or  fix  of  tolerable  decency.  All 
the  red  were  fcandaloufly  wanton,  un- 
chafie,  debauched,  obfeene,  diabolical. 
Yet  by  thefe,  even  thefe,  arc  the  minds 
of  our  young  men  formed.  Their  fen- 
timentsthey  adopt,  and  adt  upon  their 
devililti  maxims. 

In  vain  may  Dr  Frampton,  Dr  Madan, 
Dr  Fordyce,  Dr  Dodd,  harangue  from 
the  pulpit  to  a  few  religious  well-bred 
pcrions.  In  vain  do  they  publifb  iermons 
and  poems,  which  may  be  read  by  thoie 
who  would  be  gOi>d  enough  without 
them.  While,  in  the  mean  time,  thofe 
who  want  reformation,  admonition,  and 

ii  llriK^lion,  apprentices,  livery  fervants, 
low  tradeimen,  their  wives  and  daugh¬ 
ters,  foidiers,  tailors,  hutbandmen,  and 
labourers,  the  bafe  of  the  column^  the 
Jirength  and  finest  of  the  Jlate^  'ne¬ 
ver  ci»mc  within  the  found  of  thefe  ad¬ 
mired  preachers,  nor  look  into  their’ 
works,  but  are  employed  in  drinking  in 
the  venom  of  “  a  wild  fonnci  or  a  wan¬ 
ton  air,”  in  fomc  alehoute  or  tavern. 

What  then  is  the  remedy  for  this  ter¬ 
rible  mifehief? — not  fermons,  not  trea- 
tifes,  not  hymns,  or  odes,  Thefe  msy 
tnend  the  righteous,  but  cannot  call  fin- 
Hers  to  repentance.  The  lower  ranks 
whom  I  have  mentioned,  cannot  rclifti 
them,  nor  in  truth  underfland  them. 
They  muft  have  Jongs  in  their  own 
tafte  !  *tis  mod  rcaionable  they  (hould; 
to  cheer  their  long  Ubouft,  and  footh 
their  cares,  they  have  as  good  a  right  to 
gratify  their  fancy  as  Dr  Boyce,  or  Dr 
Arne;  and  there  is  not,  perhaps,  any 
one  method  fo  thoroughly  effcdual  for 
i^ftilling  into  them  good  notions  and 
^niimcnti,  as  familiar  ballads  and  fongs 
fpt  to  proper  muHc.  All  who  have  any, 

I  Jir  will  be  a  witnefs  to  what  1  lay.  The 


few  fa^s  I  juft  now  related  do  abundant¬ 
ly  prove  it.  Dr  Franklin  (who  will  be 
allowed  a  fufficient  judge)  hints  the  fame 
thing  in  a  letter  to  his  brother.  1  fpeakr 
only  the  words  of  truth  and  foberoefs, 
when  I  affirm,  that  the  means  I  propofe 
is  one  of  the  bed  to  reform  the  mannera 
of  the  common  people  of  England:  and 
upon  their  reformation  all  depends. 

Princes  and  lords  may  JlouriJh  or  may 
fade: 

A  breath  may  make  them  ;  as  a  breath 
has  made  : 

But  a  bold  peafantry,  their >  eountry*e 
pridct 

When  once  dejlroy'dt  can  never  hefup'* 
ptjd. 

I  have  made  appear  plainly  enough  how 
dreadfully  they  are  corrupted  by  the 
fongs  which  are  current  among  them } 
and  I  will  row  take  the  liberty  to  point 
out  thofe  perfons  who  have  it  in  their 
power  to  amend  them. 

The  firft  of  thefe,  undoubtedly,  arc 
magiftrates  and  grand  Juries,  They 
W’ere  lately  ftirred  up  by  the  boneft  and 
pertinent  charge  given  by  Sir  John  Fid- 
ding.  But,  it  teems,  they  ftill  need,  to 
be  roufed  from  their  fluml^r,  and  goad¬ 
ed  on  to  their  duty  by  (harper  argu- 
.ments.  How  rafy  would  it  be  for  the. 
minifters  of  juftice  to  eiM'rt  the  authori¬ 
ty  vefted  in  them  for  this  very  purpofei 
in  diiving  away  thefe  public  nuifances 
from  our  ftrccts  ?  they  cannot  be  igno¬ 
rant  of  them;  for  their  own  ears,  a« 
well  as  ours,  are  aflaulted  and  ifTronted 
as  they  pafs  along,  with  the  irkfome 
noife  of  thefe  bawling  .blackguards* 
They  have  the  good  example  of  their 
brethren  of  Edinburgh  before  them,  whon 
not  long  ago,  did  what  they  could  to 
fupprefs  all  licentious  ballads  within 
their  liberties.  And  1  leave  to  every  one 
to  judge,  whether  our  grave  aldermen 
would  not  be  better  employed  in  cutting 
up  by  the  roots  this  moft  pernicious  e- 
vil,  than  in  holding  common  councila 
and  common  halU,  at  the  beck  of  Mr 
Wilkes  and  his  xfiRiciates,  in  prefenting 
remonftrances  which  they  know  will  be 
rejected;  in  pillorying  pick*  pockets,  of 
**  when  they  wear  out  a  good  whole- 
'  fume  forenoon,  in  hearing  a  catife  bc- 

*  tween  an  orange- wife  and  a  foflet-fei« 
)er,  and  then  adjourn  a  controverfy  ot 

‘  three- pence  to  a  fccond  day  of  audi*- 

*  ence;  dtfmifs  the  affair  bleeding  and 

*  more  intangled  for  their  bearing; 


/ 


•  all  the  peace  they  make  in  the  caufc  is,  prefent  fVate  of  affairs.  Well  coold  they  I 

•  iMlliiig  l>»ih  the  pariitii  knax^s,**  do  it  if  they  had  a  mind.  It  is  not  ex* 

ILvtri  juryman  of  every  county,  and  travagant  to  expert  that  a  good  patriotic 

every  church-warden  of  every  pariih  in  fong  or  two  might  prevent  not  a  few  at 
England,  take  a  tolcmn  oath  (unlcls  1  the  enfuing  general  elcdlioa  from  har^ 
am  much  millakcn)  upon  being  cicdted  teriiig  away  their  fouU  and  confciencet^ 
into  their  oHlce,  to  piefenl  every  perfi»n  in  the  open  face  of  day,  for  a  paltry  foin 
^bo  (hall  publhh  or  commit  any  ihj'»g  of  money,  or,  ftill  lower,  for  “a  cup  of 
Cimtr/u  y  t«>  religion  and  good  morals.  I  lack,  and  a  cold  capon’s  leg.’*  To  pre* 
all  wiJ’.ing  to  fuppoft.  they  abhor  peijti-  vail  upon  thefe  excellent  poets,  I  would 
ry  as  much  as  I  do.  I  therefore  call  u-  heg  of  them  remember,  that  the  bal- 
pon  llK'n:  thus  puhlicly  to  attend  to  the  lad  ag'ainfl  Wood’s  half-pence  may  pof. 
glaring  ..l.ufc  I  have  expo  led  to  vifw,  hhit  jive  as  long  as  GuiHver’s  Travels, 
and  to  difeitarge  what  they  owe  to ’heir  and  has  done  far  more  good;  and  that 
k.ng  and  their  God,  by  removing  fr(»m  Chevy  Ciuicc  and  Hardyknutc  are  mote 
our  ihufe  ilnmcful  pritits  and  pic-  read  than  Buchanan’s  hiftory, 
lures  which  every  w'herc  cfTend  the  fight ;  It  may  be.  Mr  Printer,  I  am  all  thi* 
and  by  ftopping  the  mouths  of  thole  while  only  laying  niyfelf  open  to  ridi* 
Kwd  and  filthy  Bacchanals  who  debauch  cule,  by  prefiiming  to  imagine,  that  a 
and  corrupt  the  people. — This,  how-  homunculus  like  me  is  qualified  to  (et 
ever,  i;,  lUif  enough;  not  only  muft  the  up  for  a  reformer  of  the  public.  By 
evil  fpiritH  which  they  have  railed  be  caft  good  luck  I  live  fo  little  in  the  world,  , 
mil,  but,  when  the  houfc  is  thu**  empty,  that  the  horfe-laughs  of  conceited  fcof- 
fwept,  and  garnilhed,  potxi  fpirits  muft  ftrs  will  tcarcely  be  heard  in  this  obfeu- 
Nr  brought  in  to  fnpply  their  place.  The  rity :  I  am  confeious  of  an  honeft  inten- 
little  vulgar  love  rnufic  and  entertain-  tion,  and  that  is  Its  own  reward  ;  1  ilfa 
meiil  ah  much  as  X.\kc  gra::  vulgar.  IVi-  have  the  vanity  to  thii*k  my  feheme  not 
haps  they  hand  more  in  need  of  it,  and  altogether  cliinitiical  and  imiirat^icable, 

>ti  reality  they  receive  moic  pleafure  from  hut,  in  ti  uih,  my  defign  is  not  fo  much 
St.  The  next  remedy  then  I  would  pro-  to  lay  any  thing  to  the  purpofc  myfel^ 
Ikofe,  is,  that  men  of  genius  and  know-  as  to  pi t<v^ke  others  more  capable  unto 
Itdgc  would  bir  once  conde'eeiKl  to  love  and  “  good  works.”  Fain  would! 
Nx-om-^  patriots,  to  confider  the  point  engage  feveral  whom  I  have  in  my  eye, 

•»  hich  1  have  been  inhftiog  on  as  worthy  to  fill  the  Magazines  with  eflays  hr 
©f  tluiir  attention,  and  to  ferve  their  mure  worthv  of  perufal  than  mine.  Btt  • 
country  in  tire  moll  eft'cclual  manner,  by  the  love  of  fante,  ”  that  lall  infirmity  nf 
fuirifyinp  the  minds  of  thofe  who  are  its  noble  minds,”  feems  yet  to  fix  their  at-, 
turves  and  fupport.  A  colle^ion  of  bal-  teniion  on  wlMch  they  deem  mort 

lads  might  be  made,  even  from  thofe  important,  1 

BOW  in  print,  which  might  greatly  con-  1  fnbjoin,  for  the  entertainment  o! 
tribute  to  !a»igh  vice  out  of  countenance,  your  goad-  natured  readers,  a  little  Scofi  | 
to  bring  dow«  the  haughty  looks  of  ma-  pafloral,  which,  if  I  am  allowed  to  judge,  j 
ay  who  are  dcfcrvcs  to  be  better  known  than  hither-  ' 

Safjfrcm  the  har^  the  pulpit,  end  the 

throve, 

hut  t'.itcb'J  and Jl:arud  hy  ridicule  a- 

icre, 

a^d  to  iafpirc  every  honefi  and  manly 
ci’upv'b’don.  *  It  would  not  lu*  difticuli  to  bly  apnear  very  (ingnlar;  yet  I  do  realif 
V'MUf  .  them  ill  farhioR,  beciufc  it  is  a  efteiTii  this  little  fong  more  truly  pafto* 
vnitt'r  of  fiul  that  they  have  ten  times  ral  than  any  of  Virgil’s  Eclogues;  I  evei 
r'.crc  ’.pint,  humour,  Icufc,  irKi  mufic  in  prefer  it  to  the  Oarijlus  of  Theocritotf 
them,  than  thofe  Iti  ii.gles  ol  aboniinahle  though  of  all  his  Idylliums  it  plcafbs  ml 
fluti  which  the  Ions  of  Belial  belch  forth  belt,  bectufe  this  has  more  delicacy.  ’I 
praife  of  their  faf  her. —  I  could  alfo'  do  not,  however,  blame  the  Sicilian  poet, 
With  that  Dr  Be.ittic,  DrGoldimiih,  and  for  1  am  very  fer.fible  we  owe  it  to  tbf 
their  fellows,  would  fometimes  floop  to  rclipibn  of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  our  men  cil. 
Court  the  G:uh  ftrcct  Hiule,  and  add  to  genius  now  cxprerstheuaiclvei  with  mod 

this  culicdlicii  ro.Me  ballade  failed  to  tiiC  dccoiuip*  -  .*  ki-’ 


to  it  tas  been.  It  is  fung  by  the  coun¬ 
try  lafies  in  Scotlaixl,  to  the  tune  of  the 
Vrlhm'*  hair’d  Laddie,  f  Their fingJl'M 
vih rates  in  my  ravijnd  ear  ;  0  to  for^ 
get  it  !  ) — 1  am  half  afraid  Id  venturt 
mv  opinion  of  it,  bccaufc  it  will  probn* 


EDINBURGH  A 

M?rk  it,  Crfario,  it  is  old  and  pUini* 

The  fpir.rtcr^  and  the  knitters  in  the  fwi. 

And  the  free  maids  that  weave  their  thread 
uith  hems, 

Do  ulV  to  chant  it :  it  Is  fillv  footli, 

And  dallies  with  the  innocence  of  love 
Like  the  old  age  ; 

Methoughl  it  did  relive  my  palTion  much, 
Mote  than  iifht  airs  and  recoiled ed  t(r»)s 
Of  tbefe  molt  brifk  and  giddy-pated  times. 

Gens  du  rnonde !  c^eji  un  Roman 
p9ur  vous.  Yet,  if  fimplicity,  innocence, . 
ami  the  native  voice  of  love  have  any 
charms,  the  following  linct  will  give 
plealurc  to  every  gentle  naind. 

Imagine  two  fl«>cks  of  fheep  feeding 
on  ditfci  ent  fides  of  a  brook :  A  (hep- 
herd  Tiding  on  a  grafs  plat,  and  Tinging 
to  his  midrefs,  who  ia  over-againd  ^oi) 
thus; 

My  bcnnic  young  ladle,  baith  handfozne 
and  fair. 

Thy  ecn  gar  me  like  thee,  thy  cheeks  and 
thy  hair ; 

I  l  »vc  thee,  my  ladie,  again d  wba  will  fay't. 
An’  VC  wad  come,  dawtie,  and  fit  i’  mv  plaid, 
i  ll  pu*  thee  blac-bcrries  and  nuts  in  their 


MirSEM  E'NT.  15^ 

"I  am  by  nomean^  afhamed  ^o  difeover 
fuch  a  fondnefs  for  muBc  and  poetry^ 
eveli  the  moft  vulgar  and  (implex  •  ‘  f 
experience  every  day  the  gotrd  tffe^s  of 
it  upon  my  mind.  1  know,  and  am  per- 
fuaded,  it  will  make  no  fmall  part  of  my 
happinefs  in  the  nubrld  to  come*  I  am 
countenanced  in  it  by  examples,  who 
may  well  bear  me  out,  efpecially  by  that^ 
of  him  whbfe  name  1  make  fret  with.** 
Though  fevere  in  his  manners,  he  was 
both  a  compofer  and  performer  in  mu()C»* 
He  thought  it  good  both  for  the  miml^ 
and  body,’  becaufc  it  expelled  melancho¬ 
ly,  and  put  the  devil  to  flight,  wh® 
mortally  hates  mufic;  and  he  entertain-' 
ed  a  mean  opiniorl  of  the  capacity  and 
difpofition  of  thofe  who  had  no  tafle  for 
this  excellent*  art.  *•  The  man  that  has 
no  mufic  in  his  foul,  occ.”  In  tliefe  fen- 
timents  I  very  heartily  a^ree  with  him/ 
Happy  ftiould  I  be  if,  in  his  otheV'qUHli- 
ties,  I  could  in  any  dtcree  be  l«kc  trim* 
or  claim  the  hon^Mir  or  fubferibihg  my-' 
felf  a  real  difciple  of  fuch  a  man  as  ■ 

Luthek. 


pilmc. 

An  J  1  U  fell  a  lambif;,  nanc  'll  fay  but  it's 


Penrithf  Cumberland. 


nunc, 

^'o  buy  thee  a  hcad-Iace,  fae  bonnie  and  braid. 
An’  yc  ua.l  come,  dawtie,  &c. 

A  ewe  and  a  wether,  k  i»  a' my  Hock, 

And  I’ll  fell  the  wctlitr  out  of  the  fame  flock. 
To  buy  thcc  a  hcad-necdle,  the  befi  to  be  had, 
All  wad  come,  dawtie,  &c.  # 

Til  gic  you  my  whiulie  that  made  the 
trout-creel,  ' 

E’en  that  little  whhtlie  that  I  like  fae  wcel ;  , 
I'll  gic  you  n.y  whittUc,  and  mair  if  1  had. 
An’  *, c  wad  come,  dawtie,  &c. 

M)  bonnie  youi>g  laHie,  what  makes  thee 
1-c  Ihy  ?  (kyc„ 

Poor  Nancy  is  younger  that’s  keeping  the 
A.nd  (be  has  a  jo,  aud  to  talk  wi’  him  (he’s 

And  thinks  herfell  happy  to  fit  in  his  pbid. 
*My  bon.iy  young  Ia(Tie,  blink  over  the  bum, 
\V  hcii  your  ewes  tlicy  do  wander.  I’ll  give 
them  a  turn, 

And  ye’ll  fit  fu’  Tnugly  on  this  gralTy  bed; 

T  ill  I  coiuc  frac  yonder,  yc’ll  (it  i’  my  plaid. 

I  he  half  o’  my  bullion  to  my  laffie  I’ll  gie. 
And  a  bonnie  broatchie  to  her  1  wul  buy  ; 

In  a  cauld  windy  day  it  will  ilaiid  yo4  in 
(lead, 

•ficncaih  your  bonuic  chin  it  will  faficn  your 
plaid. 

A’  this  15  but  little  to  fouks  that  hac  (kill. 
But  minds  that  arc  gen'rou*  for  deed  accept 
will;  .  r  ^ 

T*he  half  o'  my  huliiun  I’ll  gi’e  to  ny  maid. 
An’  ye  wad  come,  daiati(,.£Ad  (it  i*  my  plaid* 


Anecdote  ©^Matthew  Paiogr 

'  ■  1:  • 

The  late  earl  of  Corke,  in  a  IcHer  iiti 
IMaidy  figuttl  8,  P.  on  the 
errura  of  the  prcls^  concludes  with  the* 
follovring  (kory. 

*ik  . 

Mat  Prior;  whofe  rhimeSrin-  his  hu»- 
moruus  pieces,  arc  frequently  half  wortki»’ 
fent  a  performance  to  the  preft,  withim 
rhime  that  ended  with  the  fyllableVe/** 
The  printer  (John Barber),  who  was  af¬ 
terwards  lord  mayor  of  ^London,  audr 
confequcntly  *  we  muft,  fuppoic  *him  a 
mao  of  fomc  learniug,  tbiuking  it  ftood 
far  the  Latin  word  dtle%  ,  omt^ 

omitted  the  fyllable,  and  put  a  ftopto 
the  rhime.  ^ioi  lent 'back  tha'proof- 
(heet,  and  rtftored  del.  The  printer* 
who  was  well  acquainted  with  delit  ba# 
knew  not  what  to  make  of  <^e/|  comple¬ 
ted  the  line  by  printing  dele.  Thin 
blunder  intirely  fpoiled  the  rlyimc,  ami 
made  nonfenfe  of  the  pafl'age.  Prior, 
oHi  of  alii  patience,  again  Hotted  out. 
dele,  and  wrote  in  its  place  del  te 
p— .jc;  and  the  printer  reloraed  the 
Ihect,  cndhig  the  line  by  del  •mitk  a 
... _ . 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  TIMES. 

January  ao. — to  17- 
turkey  and  RUSSIA. 

ConJiavtinopUy  December  3. 

“  A  jLITT'LE  while  after  the  depar- 
jTV  ture  of  tbe  laft  courier,  that  ig, 
the  1 7th  of  laft  month,  the  Forte  receivrd 
intelligence,  that  a  body  of  10,000  Ruf- 
liaoi  having  made  an  attempt  upon  Var- 
iva,  had  been  totally  defeated.  The  par¬ 
ticulars  received  here  concerning  this 
adtion  arc  as  follow  :  The  KulTians  ha¬ 
ving  detached  three  corps,  one  of  which 
had  taken  poft  at  Hazardick,  the  freond 
between  B.^zardick  and  Varna,  and  the 
third,  which  was  the  mc(t  numerous, 
)vad  advanced  towards  Varna:  the  two 
liift  .were  deftined  to  cut  olf  the  com- 
luunication  between  the  grand  vizir’s  ar- 
jny  and  thefe  two  places.  The  tirft  of 
thefc  corps  put  to  flight  an  Ottoman  de¬ 
tachment  ported  at  Bazardick,  and  carri¬ 
ed  the  place,  but  the  runaways  found 
means  to  avoid  the  fccond  Knliian  de¬ 
tachment,  and  enter  Varna.  Dagertauli 
All  Balhaw  having  at  the  fame  time  heard 
€»f  the  march  of  the  Rurtians  to  Bazar- 
dick,  marched  in  all  hafte  againft'  them,* 
and  although  he  arrived  too  late  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  taking  the  place,  he  intirely 
defeated  them ;  and  the  Bortanghi  Baf- 
cha  of  Adrianople,  was  alfo  fo  fortunate 
as  to  heat  the  fccond  detachment. 
Thefe  actions  happened  on  the  nth  and 
sith  of  lart  month,  the  lalt  of  which 
days  the  Rutlians  made  the  greatett  ef¬ 
fort  on  Varna,  with  ten  regiments  of 
foot.  The  attack  w’as  very  blotxly;  the 
Turks  at  firft  were  worrted,  but  l^ing 
reinforced  by  the  men  that  fled  from 
Bazardick,  they  obliged  the  Ruflians  in 
their  turn  to  retire  and  abandon  nine¬ 
teen  pieces  of  cannon.  I'hc  Ruflians 
have  already  fuffered  greatly  in  their  re¬ 
treat  ;  for  Bortanghi  Bafcha  having  met 
them,  cut  part  of  them  to  pieces.  The 
grand  vizir  had  advanced  at  tirtt  to  rein¬ 
force  the  garrifons  of  Varna,  and  the  o- 
iher  places,  and  aflift  them  in  cafe  they 
rtiouid  be  attacked  by  the  Rndi^tns;  but 
having  learned  the  deicat  of  the  Utter, 
he  returned  to  hit  old  camp  at  ChiumU. 
That  general  has  detached  the  Seralkicr 
liatTsn  Baiha  towards  Sihrtria.  It  is  rc- 
portedi  ihAt  the  KuiBiui  have  retired 


beyond  the  DanObe,  ind  have 
only  their  ports  of  HirfowA  and  Baba* 
dig.  In  the  mean  time,  great  quantii 
ties  of  ammunition  and  provifiOQi  arc 
daily  fent  to  the  army,  Which  it  rehflbf* 
ced  by  a  great  number  of  recruits.  '  The* 
captain  Bartia  of  the  Blach 
received  orders  to  ftay  on  our  coarts  near 
Varna.  Notwithrtanding  all  th'tic  dif* 
pofitions,  it  is  given  out,  that  a  negoci* 
ation  for  peace  is  carried  on  under* 
hand.” 

Cortfiantinople^  Dee*  13.  .  *•  The 
grand  lignior  has  juft  ilfued  orders  for 
eight  fail  of  large  (hips  to  be  got. ready 
immediately,  mounting  from  16  guns  to 
40,  and  twenty  gallies  and  half  galtiesk 
with  fome  tranfports,  which  are  to  be 
laden  with  ordnance  and  rtorea,  and  a 
number  of  fold iers  arc  to  be  embarked- 
on  b-'ard  them,  to  fupport  Dewlet  Gue- 
ray  Khan  in  hi»  intended  operation#  ^ 
the  Crimea ;  that  chief  (as  (oon  as  tbe  a*;  1 
hove  fleet  arrives  at  the  ifle  of  Taman)  ^ 
is  to  proceed  with  his  force  to  JaDkale.** 

Venice^  Dec,\^,  “  There  have  juft, 
arrived  here  the  following  Kurtian  fhips 
of  w-ir,  under  the  command  of  rear  ad¬ 
miral  Durafchc,  viz.  the  Petrowit'z  of* 
40  guns,  the  Archangel  of  26,  and  the 
Mofeow  of  20;  they  were  appointed  hr 
admiral  Spiritow  to  fail  from  ^iros,  and' 
cruize  in  the  Adriatic  againrt  fome  Tork*^ 
iih  Oiips  he  had  intelligence  of  there.  In 
the  gulph  of  Lepanto  they  came  up  with  ‘ 
four  large  Ihips  belonging  to  the  Turks, 
when,  after  a  Ihort  engagement,  the 
Ruirtans  took  two  of  them,  and  the  o«* 
thers  efcaped.  The  prizes  are  now  here, 
and  very  richly  laden.” 

l^ienna^  Dec,  15.  **  We  have  jiift 
received  the  following  authentic  advices 
from  'marlhal  Romanzow’s  army  r— ‘Oft 
the  10th  of  November  the  firft.  attack’ 
was  made  on  Silirtria,  when  the  Ruffittld^ 
wTre  repulfcd  with  the  lofv  of  1200  lued 
killed,  and  above  6cxd  defpcra^elyVoulld•^ 
cd.  The  Rulfians  then  creded  feveral 
batteries  of  great  guns,  and  five  moitie. 
batteries  about  tbe  town,  which  playlfd^ 
for  three  days  ami  nights,  doing  confl- 
dcrable  damage,  many  parts  of  the  tow* 
being  fet  on  fire  by  the  fhells,  and 
breaches  made  in  the  walls  by  the  fhoC 
from  the  gun  batteries.  ‘  On  the  ijth’ 
a  fecond  attack  was  made,  but  without 
fuccefs.  The  Turks  fought  at  men  io; 
dclpcratioM  I  However,  on  the  17th  the 
Rimians  -were  marters  of  the  place  bf 
and  not  by  caFitulatiofis  at 
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bfcn  reported.  The  Ruffians  loft  in  the 
whole  .before  Siliftria,  2700  men,  and 
had  upward ^  of  3000  wounded.  A  fine 
brafs  train  of  artillery,  together  with  fe- 
vcral  large  naagazines  of  ftorcs,  provi- 
fv  ns,  Sic.  were  found  there,  and  leveral 
thou  land  purfe*  of  fequins  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  grand  vizir's  army.  Seven 
thoufand  of  the  Turks  were  taken  pri- 
foners  of  war,  and  feveral  other  great 
advantages  gained.  In  Ihort,  this  is  the 
mod  important  and  advantageout  event 
for  the  Ruffians  during  the  war.” 

Vienna^  Dec  25.  “  It  is  reported 
here,  that  the  Coifacks  have  revolted  at 
Cafan,  and  that  12,000  of  them  are  upon 
their  march  towards  Mofeow.— They 
write  from  Tranfylvania,  that  the  Ruffi¬ 
ans  having  fuccceded  in  fetting  6re  to 
the  houfes  and  fortifications  of  Siliftria, 
which  are  built  of  wood,  the  Turks  a- 
bandoned  the  town,  and  ran  away  into 
the  mountains.  -By  advices  from  Tv- 
key,  the  Porte  is  fo  pofitivcly  dcl'*rmi- 
r.ed  to  continue  the  war  againft  Ruffia, 
that  it  is  almoft  a  crime  in  the  Ottoman 
empire  to  fpeak  of  peace.” 

li^ar/u'ivr  Dec,  25.  '*  The  laft  letters 
from  Moldavia  confirm  the  taking  of 
Siliftria  by  the  Ruffians,  but  diifer  much 
i.i  the  circumftances  of  that  important 
conqueft ;  fume  letters  aflerting  that 
they  loft  4000  men  in  the  aflault,  and 
others  only  500 ;  and  in  like  manner, 
with  refped  to  the  imrnenfe  booty  found 
there,  the  difproportion  of  different  ac¬ 
counts  is  very  great.  Thcfe  advices  add, 
that  the  towti  of  Varna  is  in  the  poflef- 
fion  of  the  Ruffians,  and  that  they  will 
march  ftraight  to  Adrianople,  if  the  want 
of  provilions  doth  not  ftup  them.  It  is 
laid,  that  general  Karr  is  fet  out  from 
Peterfburgh  with  a  regiment  of  guards, 
to  quell  the  revolt  at  Cafan,  occafioned 
by  the  riifing  of  recruits  there.  It  is 
fail,  that  all  the  Tartars  in  that  neigh¬ 
bourhood  have  rifen  upon  this  occafion.” 

yidin^  Dec.  26.  “  The  campaign 

has  ended  Icfs  favourably  to  the  Ruffians 
than  they  hoped  for.  Their  army,  which 
is  in  bad  plight,  has  repaffed  the  Da¬ 
nube,  and  w  dl  have  need  of  all  the  win¬ 
ter  to  recruit.  It  is  faid,  that  they  have 
ellablilhed  hofpitals  at  JalTy,  and  no  lon¬ 
ger  icccivc  their  provifiont  by  the  Ncif- 
ter ;  which  makes  it  thought  that  they 
intend  to  retire  on  the  fide  of  Choczim.” 

LargenkoffJnSilefia,  Dee.a9.“Thc 
Ruffians  have  taken  Siliftria  by  ftorm: 
lUc  acquifitton  coft  them  dear,  but  th« 

V01..XXIXL 


maffacre  of  the  Turks  hat  been  dreadful. 
Varna  has  capitulated;  and  the  marlhal 
Romanzow  means  to  fix  his  winter  car¬ 
ters  at  Schemna,  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Danube.^* 

POLAND. 

•  Warfa^va^  Dec,  ao.  The  minifteri 
of  the  three  courts  have  been  occupied 
for  eight  days,  in  fettUog  the  power  of 
the  permancut  council,  which  is  faid  to 
be  the  fame  with  that  of  the  fenate  of 
Sweden  before  the  late  revolution  there. 
His  majefty  is  to  eUrdt  the  biffiups,  fenj^ 
tors,  and  palatines,  out  of  three  to  be 
returned  by  the  permanent  council;  ait 
alfo  the  nomination  to  certain  offices* 
civil  and  military,. to  which  the  king  hid 
at  length  contented,  and  matters  are 
expedted  to  be  fettled  very  fpeedily. 
What  remains  to  be  determined  is,  the 
demand  made  by  his  majefty  with  re- 
rpr^  to  his  finances.  His  majefty  de« 
mands,  befides  the  fix  millions  of  florint 
agreed  to  be  granted  to  him  already, 
two  millions  of  florins  to  beftow  in  gra¬ 
tifications,  one  million  to  defray  the  ex¬ 
pence  of.  his  body  guard,  and  700,000 
for  that  of  his  Uhlans.” 

Am^erdami  Jan,  8.  “  By  letter! 
from  good  hands  at  Dantzick,  dated  thp 
24th  lilt  that  city  is  in  a  much  better 
ftate  than  they  expedled,  as  by  the  inters 
ventiun  of  fome  foreign  powero,  the  dif¬ 
ferences  that  had  arifcii  between  that 
city  and  the  Polilh  commercialjcompa- 
ny,  will  be  fo  regulated,  a«  not  only  to 
be  of  benefit  to  the  Dantzickers,  but  to 
all  other  commercial  European  ftates.** 

GERMANY.  ! 

Hamburgh,  Jan,  i,  **  M.  dc  HichU 
the  Pruffi.ia  tittmer  here,  has  oottlicA 
to  the  college  of  commerce,  that  hti 
Pruffian  majefty  had  thought  proper  to 
abolifli  the  duties  of  twelve  and  an  half 
per  cent,  hitherto  paid  at  Berlin  on  the 
tranfit  of  fugirs,  and  all  other  merchan¬ 
dize  paffiog  through  that  ci^y  taSilcfia.*^ 

Hamburgh,  Jan.sA>  “  has  fro^ 
zen  fo  hard  thcfe  two  or  three  days  paft. 
that  people  paft  in  Qcdgea  over  the  E!bef 
to  Hjirburgh.  Wc  arc  without  anj*> 
mails  from  moft  parts  of  the  empire,  ai 
well  as  from  Poland,  Sweden,  and  Den- 
■lackf  for  thefis  two-pofta:  Neither  aref 
ibofe  due  to-day  from  Rnglaod  and  Uol^ 
knd*  «xpe&l^d  before  to- morrow 
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SWEDEN. 

Stf'ciholhty  Dec.  14.  “  The  count 
•<lc'Hi  pken,  vrh(»  f.^mc  yenrs  ago  refigned 
the  ihgtiiry  <if  icintor,  and  had  retired 
from  public  aftairs,  has  been  recalled  by 
the  king,  in  cor.l'cquencc  of  ti\e  follow- 
ieg  : 

“  I  call  you  at  the  head  of  my  fenate, 

.  to  ferve  int  there  as  counfcllor  and  con- 
diKflor.  Jf  I  knew  a  man  in  my  king- 
.  dnin  of  more  underftanding  and  virtue 
than  yourlelf,  1  would  leave  you  to  en- 
■joy  your  retirement  ;  but  when  the  Al¬ 
mighty  beftows  great  talents  upon  any 
’pcrlon,  he  likevvife  defigns  that  they 
iluill  be  employed  for  the  public  good. 
I  have  now  done  my  duty  ;  do  yours. 
I  was  willing  to  d  .monftratc  to  my  coun¬ 
try,  and  to  all  Europe,  tJiat  I  wifli  for 
TtO  other  fpteudour  on  my  throne  than 
‘^hat  of  virtue.  In  cafe  you  perfift  in  not 
aeijuicTcing  with  my  reqncfl,  and  that 
of  my  people,  I  declare  you  refpanlible 
for  it  to  the  nation  and  to  poltcrily.’* 

FRANCE. 

‘  Jan.  j.  **  An  extraordinary 

affair  h.ippened  the  day  before  yefterday. 
’Id.  de  S  lint  Auhrn  major-feneral,  and 
a  commander  of  the  order  ot  Si  Louis, 
g'  ing  along  the  Rue  Bcrry'on  horfeback, 
a  noon  tiay,  attended  by  a  lervant,  was 
Ito  pf  d  by  a  mao  wroi  was  ^Ifo  on  horle- 
bi'  k,  who  w’hifperoi  foniething  to  him, 
and  went  away.  M.  de  S*int  Auban 
ItHin  after  was  tired  at  with  a  piflol,  on 
\yhieh  he  quickly  returned  back,  but 
W’as  fo''n  lalutfd'  with  a  fecond  (hot, 
whict  u.i.Ted  hinx,  but  flruck  his  hijrfe’s 
ea'.  de  S.iint  Auban,  not  being  able 
tp  pLiJiiC  hib  antagonill,  on  account  of 
.f.i-*  horft*  being  wounded,  went  before  -a 
ti.agiftrate,  and  gave  an  account  of  the 
^iffair,  which  his  Lrvant  corroborated, 
and  depoted,  that  he  heird  his  mafler 
fay  to  the  ttranger  iV.ftK,  that  he  could 
hiiX  K'ivc  him  latisfacflion  that  moment, 
jhav’ng  no  .inns  about  him.  It  is  thou?ht 
M  dr  Saint  Auban  knows  his  idaiT.n  ; 
ai.d  the  public  Iwk  up(»n  this  atlair  as  a 
corHipK  uce  cf  ttiaf  c'f  Mclfrs  dc  Rellc- 
c.arde  and  dc  Mor.thieu,  btc.aufe  M.  de 
Sail  t  Auban  was  one  of  the  judge's  whom 
(n.*  aceuftd  perfmis  would  hav^  excepted- 
a^’air.d.** 

f'aru,  Jan.  15.  “  The  aeftive  dif- 
pcti’ions  now  making  by  this  court 
Cables  niuch  fpccuUtiou  here.  The  ut- 


mod  attention  in  paydng,  and  has  beeii 
for  fome  time,  to  the  regolalioil  of  the 
Fiench  army ;  many  of  the  regimenu 
have  orders  to  hold  ihemfclvcs  in  re^di* 
nefs  for  marching  on  the  (liorteft  notice’;, 
and  thecommilTiries  of  marine  at  Tou¬ 
lon,  Breft,  and  Havre,  have  orders  to  fee 
all  the  veflcls  at  thofe  ports  taken  the 
utmoft  care  of,  cfpecially  thofe  which 
are  intended  for  fea  early  in  fpring.” 

SPAIN. 

Cadiz,  Dec.' io»  “..Letters  fronv 
Sallee  advife,  that  the  emperor  of  Mo¬ 
rocco  is  going  to  refidc  in  that  city,  ha¬ 
ving  already  lent  thither  his  Harem  (hit 
women)  and  his  grandchildren,  and 
there  are  6000  foldiers  lodged  in  the 
iicichbourhood.’* 

Leghorn,  Dec.  21.  “  They  write 

from  Carl hagena,  that  two  regiments  ojp 
infantry  were  (»rdcred'  to  be  embarked  j 
irfimediately  at  Cadi/,  one  for  the  Hut  , 
vaniiah,  and  the  other  for  Yera-Gma ; 
and  that  twenty  (hips  arc  kept  ready  for 
fcrvicc  at  Fcrrol.  .  .  ^ 

AMERICA. 

Montreal,  Nov.  it.  “  The  affain 
of  Canada  have  taken  a  very  unfavour¬ 
able  turn  this  year.  We  arc  overftock- 
ed  with  dry  gooils  and  liquors,  hare  fal¬ 
len  (l)ort  of  peltries,  and  have  not  (hipf  ' 
enough  to  carry  what  produce  we  have 
to  market,  although  we  pay  a  mo(t  ex¬ 
travagant  price.  A  Bofton  (loop  hai 
been  boivghl  a*  Quebec,  and  immediate- 
Iv  chartered  to  carry  oil  to  England)  at 
4 1.  per  ton.  We  have  this  monteot  j 
news  that  a  fccond  (hip  from  Philadcl?  1 
phia  to  Quebec  is  loft  ’*  I 

Nc'UJ  iori^  Nov.  2().  “  Capt.  Coo¬ 
per  i«  arrived  here  from  London,  id 
which  fliip  came  Col.  Chriftie, .of  the 
Royal  Ainericanv.  Cap^.  Coiiper  informt 
11s,  that  ten  days  before  him  failed  a  (h’P 
for  Bofton,  with  tea,  chetts  600;  a  ftvip 
(br  Philadelphia  was  fallen  down  Ihi 
river,  wiih  600;  a  (hip  for  Charleftown^ 
ready  to  fail,  100;  a  (hip  for  Rhode* 
ifland, ditto,  aoo ;  and  another  for  New* 
Yoik,  taking  in  600;  in  all  aaoo  cheftf. 

It  was  (aid  in  Loudon,  that  commiflTio- 
ners  for  the  falc  of  the’  tea  would  bc 
fent  out  without  it.**  .  .  ’ 

Ne^v  Tork,  Dec.  4.  “  It  having  hJeeil 
reported  that  the  hon.  Henry  WhitCj 
Efq;  Abraham  Lot,  Efq;  and  Mr 
min  Booth,  were  appointed  cboifnilBo* 
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pcrs  for  the  falc  of  tea,  intendcJ  to  be 
Ifiit  to  this  colony  by  the  Eaft  India 
company;  a  numbin'  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  met  at  the  houfe  of  capt, 
Thomas  Doran,  oii  the  xjth  of  Novem¬ 
ber  lift,  and  appointed  a  committee  to 
wait  oit  thofe  gcnlleinen,  and  dcfirc  to 
know  of  them,  whether,  if  they  were 
appointed,  they  would  a(5t  on  the  faid 
commillionor  not?  the  committee  wait¬ 
ed  on  them  accordingly,  and  received 
Ihj  following  anfw'er : 

Gentlemen,  at  prefent  wc  have  re¬ 
ceived  no  appointment  from  the  Eaft- 
JnJi  i  company,  nor  any  certain  intor- 
II.  ition  on  what  terms  the  tea  is  to  come 
out  to  this  colony.  When  it  arrives  (if 
addreired  to  us)  the  community  (ball  be 
acquainted  with  the  conditions  on  which 
it  13  lent.  Should  the  tea  be  (hipped, 
liable  to  the  American  duty,  w’c  believe 
it  is  againft  the  fentiments  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  that  it  (liould  be  fold  by  us,  or 
any  other  perlbu,  and  therefore  we  can¬ 
not  execute  the  commiffion  ;  nor  (liall 
in  any  refpe<5t  adl  therein  contrary  to 
the  general  fenfe  of  our  feUow*citizcns.” 

“  On  the  arrival  of  the  packet,  the 
30th  of  November,  the  faid  gentlemen 
having  received  certain  advice, of  their 
appointment ;  at  another  meeting,  a 
Committee  was  again  chofen  to  w'ait  on 
them,  and  defire  their  pofitive  anfwcr  to 
the  queftions  before  propolcd  ;  to  which 
they  gave  the  following  anfwcr,  which 
it  is  not  douislcd  will  be  fatisfadory  to 
the  pi>blic,  viz. 

“  The  agents  Gnce  find,  that  the  tea 
win  come,  liable  to  the  American  duty; 
and,  agreeable  to  their  former  promife, 
have  declined  receiving  and  felling  it, 
under  that  predicament.” 

Ne<wTcrit  Dec.  6.  “  The  follow¬ 
ing  notice  has  been  difperfed  about  this 
city  : — “  Whereas  our  nation  have  late¬ 
ly  been  informed,  that  the  fetters  which 
have  been  forged  for  us  by  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  arc  hourly  expeded  to  arrive  in  a 
certain  Ihip,  belonging  to,  or  chartered 
by  the  E  ift  India  company.  We  do  there¬ 
fore  declare,  that  wc  arc  determined  not 
to  be  enflaved  by  any  uower  on  earth ; 
and  that  whofoe«er  (hall  aid  or  abet  fo 
infamous  a  defign,  or  (hall  prefume  to 
let  their  ftore,  or  (lores,  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  the  infernal  chains,  may  depend 
upon  it  that  wc  arc  prepared,  and  (hall 
uot  fail  to  pay  llicm  an  unwelcome 
in  which  they  (hall  be  treated  at  they 
deferve,  by  The  ll^ M A W 

Aov.  *9.  ijjj.  ■ 


ENGLAND. 

London,  Jan.  ly.-^^o  %u 

Advices  from  Leghorn,  dated  Dec.  ag. 
fay,  “  Letters  (rom  Smyrna  giyc  an  ac¬ 
count,  that  the  French  coni’ul’s  houfe 
there  had  been  attacked  by  an  «mir  v 
ga,  accompanied  by  a  bulak  bacha,  and 
about  twenty  foldiers,  who  killed  an^ 
wounded  fome  of  the  janifiaries  that 
were  placed  before  it  as  a  guard,  and 
afterwards  plundered  the  houfe ;  th^ 
conful  himfelf  very  narrowly  efcaping. 
Thefe  letters  add,  that  the  conful  Im¬ 
mediately  complained  of  the  outrage  to 
the  governor,  but  findimg  no  redrefi^ 
he  prudently  left  the  place,  and  dUr 
patched  a  courier  to  the  Fredoli  ambaf- 
fador  at  Condantinople.** 

As  various  reports  have  of  late  beep 
fpread  concerning  the  operations  of  thp 
Hulfians  on  the  other  fide  of  thippanub<^ 
we  think  ourfelves  obliged  to  impart  tp 
our  readers  a  genuine  extradl  from  a 
letter  of  mareicbal  count  Romanzoft^ 
dated  the  9th  of  Oacembet*  lad,  which 
has  been  communicated  to  us  by  a  veij 
•rcfpciftable  correfpondenti 

“  After  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  ncal* 
Karalfow,  on  the  28th  of  October,  our 
troops  advanced  toJ.Bszardick,  which 
they  took,  together  with  eighteen  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  a  great  quantity  of  pro vi- 
fions.  Upon  the  intelligenoe  of  Varna> 
being  but  poorly  defended,  general  Un- 
gern  fent  a  fmaii  part  of  his  corps' thither^ 
which,  contrary  to  expectation,  found 
the  tow'n  well  fortified,  a  (trong  guarj^ 
in  it,  fupported  by  armed  inhabitants  ^ 
the  environs,  and  a  fleet.  Our  troops, 
howet^er,  made  a  Md  aflTault  on  the 
iith  of  November;  but  flnding  it  im* 
polfible  to  force  the  retrenchments,  thcf 
retreated  with  the  lofs  of  11 1  men,  in 
fuch  good  order,  that  the  enemy  dared 
not  to  come  out  to  follow  them.  Thia 
difappointroent  would  not  have  retarded 
our  further  operations,  had  not  the  wea¬ 
ther  put  an  invincible  obftacle  to  the 
profecution  of  them;  for  at  that  very 
time  a  feverc  cold  fet  in,  alternately  with 
fnow  and  rain,  which  laft  made  the  ri¬ 
vers  overflow  a  great  pari  of  the  country^ 
and  this,  not  only  cut  off  alt  communi- 
catiMH  with  the  oppofite  (bore.  butaKb 
obftruCted  our  intercoarfe  with  the  intc<P 
rior  parts  of  the  country  on  (his  fide  of 
the  Danute.  The  firft  conferuence  of 
this  was  the  difficulty  of  providing  our 
diflercat  corps  with  oet^aricil^  ia  a 


country  fo  nbfolotcly  dcftitute  of  forage; 
they  Were  therefore  obliged  fo  repalsthe 
at>ci  h  iving  demiilinied  fcveral 
magazme  aiid  fort^, 'that  might  have 
br;  n  of  a.iv.Hutagc  to  the  enemy.  Seve¬ 
ral  thouranOb  of  Cftriiba  i  and  Turkifti 
f.unilit3,  who  were  difpofed  to  fettle  on 
this  hdc  of  the  Dannbc,  were  brought 
over,  as  alfb  a  prxh;;  .  s  number  of 
Cittle  of  all  fortf.  At\i  th.tc,  and  fe- 
\reial  other  ndvamages  ov;.r  the  enemy, 
our  troop**  II  w  cntei  iheir  winter  qnar- 
Itriii,  with  the  certainty  iif  remaining  nn- 
idihurbed,  ami  in  a  perfti^f  fccnrity,  the 
enemy  being  difabieit  to  ehablidi  them- 
felvcs  upon  the  Dmuhe.*’ 

A  letter  from  Warl'aw  fays.  “  It  is  re- 
poried  there,  that  the  Radi  ms,  at  the 
iegc  of  Siliftria,  had  the  good  fortune  to 
blow  up  the  gun  powder  magazine  of 
the  fortrclb;  and  that  whilft  the  garrifon 
and  the  inhabitants,  in  the  utmod  cun- 
fulion,  were  very  bnfy  in  extinguilbing 
the  violent  fire  which  (Kxaiioiied  it,  the 
Knfhans  took  advantage  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunity,  and  llormed  the  fort  refs.” 

A  letter  from  Dantzick,  dated  Dec. 
a4-  fays,  M.  Riechard,  ho  PaiHian  ma- 
jetty  f.  Hgent  litre,  and  count  Golowchin, 
charge  cUs  afi'rires  for  her  imperial  ina- 
jclly  oi  Rufli.i,  arc  both  preparing  to 
quit  Ihi&cny,  having  clofcd  their  tiego- 
ciations,  to  the  great  lati.  taction  ot  all 
piftics;  and  fo  ienlibb  are  the  nragi- 
llratcs  of  this  city  of  the  integrity  of 
ccndu\5t  which  thofe  two  inmiltert.  have 
prclcvvcd,-  that  they  have  rtlblvcd  to 
itiake  very  m.ignificent  prclents  to  each, 
slh  leftunonics  of  thvir  gratilnue  and  ip 
probation.  Very  fc  w  f.. reign  troops  now 
remain  here,  and  all  the  Piuili.in  officers 
arc  rem  >ved  from  any  interference  in  the 
tin  i'ct  s.” 

■  Letters  from  Vienna,  dated  Dee.  15. 
fa>,  **  A  dcctaiait.n  ot  the  empreis 
qu*  en  h a appeal ed  here  lately,  by  whieh 
Itic  gran’**  tvNtl.e  n»nins  per  annum, 
t\<  a  gM'incaticn  xo  any  one  who  will 
br::  g  »  p  a  h  ldtrr's  child  fr  nn  itr»  oiilh, 
til.  It  r.tynns  the  age  of  eigtoeen  year!*', 
ai.vl  t  A  w  do  iiis  a  year  more  for  c!o:»/h- 
ing  the  /tul  chiKl.  The  inconvenience 
ol  prt-.e.ning  the  loldief'*  fi »)m  marry¬ 
ing  na .  been  f»  It  for  fome  tine;  thcrc- 
tore  tnr\  a  e  it c’^e  permitted  to'marry: 
and.  as  the  nuiuVr  >f  ehildren  rcfulling 
feom  The  laid  permiffinn  inci cafe  d.*iiy*, 
her  iii'-perial  najctly  'v.is  wiiiing  fo  faci* 
hlate'io  the  parefiti  ihc  bnrging  up  of 
fheir  children;’ 

i:  :  ;  •,  .1  V  .. 


By  the  laft  accounts  from  Copenhagen 
wc  are  informed,  that  the  government 
of  Denmark  is  intircly  taken  out  of  the 
king’s  handh,  from  a  late  childilh  adioa 
of  his  Damfli  majtdy,  that  nothing  but 
idiotifin  itfelf  could  be  guilty  of.  It 
was  agreed  between  the  queen  dowagey 
and  her  party,  that  he  (hoiild  not  have 
even  the  appearance  of  ruling  longer, 
fincc  it  would  only  excite  contempt  in 
the  people,  which  might  be  productive 
of  the  moll  dreadful  confcqucnces.— 
Thus  Denmark  is  under  an  actual  re¬ 
gency,  in  which  it  is  likely  to  continue 
for  many  years,  provided  the  young  heir 
to  the  crown  lives;  but  whether  fo  or. 
not,  the  ambitious  ftep-mothcr,  in  all  ' 
probability,  w'ill  rule  the  land  during 
her  natural  life,  which  has  been  the 
grand  objeift  of  her  attention  ever  fince 
the  death  of  her  hnfband.  ’♦ 

A  letter  from  Oftend,  dated  Jan.  iji 
fays,  “  The  diftemper  among  the  horn* 
td  cattle,  and  the  flaiighter  of  the  infec* 
ted,  Hill  continue  in  different  parts  of 
this  province  and  neighbourhood;  and 
and  to  this  moilc  of  prevention  the  com¬ 
mittee  hitherto  feem  rcfolved  to  adhere.** 

Letters  from  Hamburgh  fay,  “  The 
pra^tibility  of  the  north-weft  paffage  ii 
not  to  be  difputed :  A  Ibip  is  now  here, 
the  captain  of  w  hich  has  produced  jour¬ 
nals,  and  other  teftimonies  of  his  having 
performed  it.” 

A  letter  from  Naples,  dated  Dec.  il* 
fays,  “The  young  count  de  Mat  igni»lt 
w  as  killed,  by  hi*  fiifce  going  off  as  he 
w'as  leaping  over  a  ditch,  at  a  hunting 
match  a  few  days  ago  in  the  ncighboot^ 
hood  of  Portici.  He  was  but  ninetc^® 
years  of  age,  and  has  left  a  young  vdi* 
dow  in  tiu*  fifth  month  of  her  pregoank 
cy,  daughter  of  the  baron  de  Breteuili 
the  French  ambafl’ador  at  this  court.” 

By  tlie  accounts  from  Briftol  of  thrif 
laft  yeai’s  imjxirlation  of  fugars  from  thf 
Welt  Indies,  it  appears  to  have  bccil 
2j,»'co  hogfhead?,  wheih  is  5900  roorC 
tlian  ever  was  intrt'dnced  into  th^t  port 
in  any  one  preceding  ^ear,  and  proves 
the  great  increafe  of  their  trade  in  that 
one  commodity  only. 

Tne  court  of  dire^ors  of  the  Eaft* 
India  company  have  appointed  colond 
^tnart  to  be  commander  in  chief  at  tUc 
prtfidency  of  Bombay. 

We  hear  that  colonel  Stuart  has  ob* 
tai ned  his  tnajefty's  leave  to  accept  of  the 
jioncMir  lately  conferred  upon  him  by  thC 
£alt -India  company  ;  aud  that  ibc  oiA 
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of  fiddity  to  the  company  was  adininif-  be  completed,  and  they  would  harp  f 
tied  to  him  upon  Tueiday  laft,  in  'a  very  fufficient  ftock  for  three  yeari;  we  ihould 
full  court  of  diredors.  haw  then  only  to  keep  that  ftock  up, 

which  would  not  require  fo  large  a  fum; 
^.umvtary  of  the  Proceedings  in  a  that  at  the  term  of  the  general  alarm  in 
great  Ajfc^ably  on  Friday^  Jan.  at.  I77i»  our  fleet  was  in  a  terrible  condi¬ 
tion,  the  repairing  of  which  had  been 
Lord  Barrington  brought  in  the  efti*  very  expenfive;  but  he  flattered  hlmfclfit 
m  iteo  tor  the  army,  and  Sir  Charles  was  now  in  fo  refpedable  a  ftate  that  it 
Corks  the  eftimates  for  the  ordnance.  might  be  kept  in  repair  for  a  trifle,  and 
The  fpeaker  then  left  the  chair,  and  that  no  member  would  think  the  money 
the  whole  houfe  went  into  a  committee  which  had  been  expended  wat  mifapph- 
of  fupplics.  Sir  Charles  Whitworth  in  ed. 

the  chair.  Mr  Dodfwell  faid,  he  hoped  he  (bould 

Mr  Buller  made  the  following  motion,  not  be  looked  upon  as  an  eiirmy  to  the 
“  1‘hat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  commit-  navy,  when  he  coincided  with  the  ho- 
.cc,  that  20.000  feamen,  including  4,354  nourable  gentleman  (Mr  Saw  bridge)  in 
marine**,  wdll  be  neceflary  for  the  icrvicc  faying,  that  he  thought  the  eftablifli- 
of  the  prefent  year.”  Mr  Buller  then  ment  was  loo  much  in  time  of  profound 
faid,  that  he  was  forry  that  it  was  really  peace ;  and,  as  his  mtljcfty  had  beed 
nccellary  for  fo  great  a  number  this  year,  pleated  to  tell  them  how  pacific  othw 
but  that  next  year  a  much  fmaller  num-  powers  were,  he  faw  noreafon  why  thy 
btr  would  be  fufficient,  as  the  fleet  in  number  ftiould  be  more  than  at  thccon- 
the  Eaft  Indie*  were  returning  home,  clufion  of  the  laft  war,  when  16,000  were 
which  confifled  of  fix  (hips.  thought  fufficient;  but,  as  the  noble 

Mr  Sawbndge  faid,  that  every  year  lord  had  told  them  what  a  terrible  ftate 
we  were  told  the  expenee  of  the  precc-  the  navy  was  in  at  the  alarm  in  1771,  he 
ding  year  would  be  lefs,  but  he  had  re-  begged  to  know  how  the  enormous  fup- 
ma'ked  this  year  was  the  fame  as  the  plies  that  had  been  granted  for  the  navy 
lalt;  that  the  number  of  feamen  were  had  been  appropriated,  fiom  the  year 
double  what  ufed  to  be  kept  in  time  of  1763  to  1771,  that  in  tight  years  they 
peace;  that  laft  war,  when  wc  were  at  lliould  fuffer  the  fleet  to  be  in  fo  terrible 
the  licight  of  glory,  when  wc  were  the  a  condition;  that  certainly  they  had  been 
tcrn)r  of  our  enemies,  wc  ftopt  (hort,  either  too  modeft  in  thtir  demands,  or^ 
and  made  a  difadvaiitageous  peace,  and  if  they  had  demanded  fufficient,  had 
had  cvti  fince  fupported  that  peace  with  mif- applied  the  money,  and  in  cither 
a  war  citablilh  uent.  cafe  were  blamcable.  ' 

Lord  N.^rth  faid,  that  we  were  not  to  Lord  North  replied,  he  was  not-obli** 
fcpulate  our  condu^  by  any  former  ged  to  anfwcr  how  the  money  had  b^cn 
peace;  that  a  chief  reafon  of  the  annual  applied  during  the  eight  years  the  ho^ 
expcncc  had  been  owing  to  fupp«'rring  a  nourable  gentleman  bad  mentioned,  af 
fleet  in  the  Eaft-Indics,  where  provilions  he  was  only  three  years  out  of  the  eight 
Were  much  dearer  than  any  where  elfe;  in  adminiftratioo ;  yet  he  would  take  o- 
but  the  cftabliftirnent  now  could  not  be  pon  him  to  fay,  that  the  navy  being  (b 
called  a  war  cftablilhmcnl,  as  at  the  con-  bad  was  owing  to  the  hurry  (hips  were 
clufion  of  the  laft  war,  16,000  feamen  b'lill  in  at  the  clofc  of  the  laft  war,  ma- 
were  thought  a  proper  eftablifhment,  in  ny  of  which  were  built  of  green  timber^ 
time  of  peace,  for  the  fafety  of  the  na-  and,  though  never  ufed,  had  rotted  in 
tion,  but  that  he  hoped  next  year  17,000  feven  years,  when  they  (hould  have  lafted 
iijft  :ad  of  ao,ooo,  would  be  found  fiiffi;  fifteen;  that  another  rcafon  why  he  wa« 
cient,  as  the  fleet  by  Chriftmas  next  in  hopes  the  fupplies  for  the  next  year 
Would  arrive  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  when  would  not  amount  fo  high  as  th^  prefen^ 
there  would  be  a  deduction  of  30CO  fca  was,  that  the  (hips  contracted  for  in  the 
nien;  that  he  was  lorry  that  the  nature  merchants  yards  in  ,1771  would  be  al( 
cf  .ajf.tirs  occalioned  (b  great  fupplics;  launched  this  year,  and  then  oor  ovri| 
but  a  chief  rcafon  why  fo  much  money  yards  would  be  able  to  fupply  as  fall  at 
been  expended,  vv.is  ow’ing  to  the  wc  (hould  want,  which  would  leflen  th^ 
great  quan  ity  of  timber  that  had  been  expenee  amazingly;  and  that  he  wascer^ 
dclivcic'd  into  the  dock  yards;  that  by  tain  every  member  would  allow,  that  tb^ 
Chnftinas  next  their  compliment  ^would  money  which  had  been  cspemlcd 
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pot  mfrcly  to  repair,  but  to  restoie 
the  oavy. 

l^To  be  continued.] 

A  great  quantity  of  brafs  and  iron 
ordnance  is  now  calling  for  the  fervice 
of  t»ur  ganifons  ai>road. 

It  18  reported  that  a  plan  is  under  con- 
fidtration  for  converting  part  i>f  the  roy¬ 
al  foiefts  and  chaces  into  finall  farms. 

It  is  aflerted,  that  orders  are  given  for 
a  coinage  of  leven  (hilling  pieces  at  the 
mint. 

It  is  faid,  that  the  method  to  be  pur- 
fued  with  regard  to  the  gold  coin  is  to 
have  an  intirt  new  coinage,  and  as  the 
cJd  gold  comes  into  any  of  the  offices 
cf  the  revenue  and  the  bank,  none  but 
VKwistobc  iffued,  and  the  old  all  re¬ 
coined  at  the  expence  of  the  public. 

A  correfpondeni  fays,  the  celebrated 
Junius  is  at  laft  dilcovered  to  be  the  rev* 

l^ilip  R - gen.  He  was  originally  a 

4fr'eat  acquaintance  of  Mr  Horne’s,  and 
a  cotemporary  of  hi*  at  Cambridge  Mr 

It - g(  n  was  there  Celebrated  above  all 

^•thtis  for  his  cUflrcal  .'ibilitlcs.  Mr 

R - geu  via?  in  London  during  the 

whole  time  of  Junius’a  publications,  for 
a  confuleiahie  lime  before,  and  ever 
fince  he  ha‘  been  abroad.  He  is  now  rc- 
at  Orleans  in  France,  where  he 
cuts  a  very  conlpicuou>  appearance,  ha¬ 
ving  mairicd  a  beautiful  y<aing  lady,  fif- 

trr  of  the  celebrated  Mr  G - r:  nor 

does  he  mate  it  any  fccret,  vvlierc  he  re- 
Cdes,  that  he  i>  the  author  of  Junius. 
£xiracl  of  a  letter  from  Liverpool^ 
'Jan.  14. 

“  Wc  cannot  .do  greater  honour  to  his 
|i[racc  the  duke  of  Riiugewster,  than  by 
making  it  known,  that  at  this  time  his 
^aoe  IS  idling  at  Liverp.'ol,  a  li.igle 
pennyworth  of  coals  to  every  one  who 
chafes  to  purchafe,  at  the  fame  rate  as 
by  the  cart  load.  For  this  humane  a<S> 
the  hlcfling  of  thofe  who  have  few  friends 
flnll  be*  upon  him,  and  the  prayers  of  the 
jHxir  (hall  prrjclaim  him  thiir  benefador ; 
for  whiVh  he  will  receive  hib  reward 
when  toy^  of  grandeur  fhall  fade  away, 
and  pci  fed  happinefs  be  allotted  to  them 
who  fed  the  hungry,  ai.d  wariiud  thofe 
who  were  perifliing  with  C(4d.  At  this 
fc'iere'feafon  he  fells  24  pounds  of  crals 
tor  one  penny,  and  if  it  was  not  for  the 
unfortunate  obftriic^ion  in  Chcfljire* 
which  prevents  the  completing  his  canal, 
he  would  (ell  them  to  the  poor  even 
cheaper  than  that.’* 


SCOTLAND.  • 

Edinburgh,  January  ly.  . 

Extras  of  a  letter  from  London,  J 
“  The  commons  read  and  referred  t 
petition  for  extending  the  navigattoA 
from  Selby  to  Leed^,  Stc.  '  * 

**  Petitions  were  alfo  prefented  for  ma¬ 
king  the  rivers  Calder  and  Air  navigable.** 
Extras  of  a  letter  from  Sky^  lun.Z, 
“  We  have  juft  now  the  following 
melancholy  news  from  the  idand  of  Har? 
ris.  On  Wednefd^y  the  rj^h  of  DvceiUp 
ber,  as  capt.  Campbell  of  Strend,  and'Mr 
Campbell  of  Enfay,  were  putting  (iif  from 
a  Haop  in  the  harbour  of  Rowdell,  their 
boat  overfet.  Capt.  Cartipbeli,  though 
incumbered  with  a  great  coat,  and  g 
baiket  of  apples  hanging  to  hi«  arm, 
fwam  to  the  Ihoie,  but,  quite  exhaufted 
with  the  fatigue,  he  unfortunately  per 
riOied  on  the  beech.  Mr  Campbell  ^ 
Enfay,  with  three  other  men  who  Wrf' 
in  the  boat,  were  providentially  (aved  by 
tlic  a(5livity  of  his  fi»n,  a  young  b«>y,  whp 
had  been  left  alone  in  the  iloo'p:  he 
threw  a  ro^je,  which  was  faftcoed  to  the 
(I lip,  overboard,  which  wa>  fcizedJbyl^ 
father,  and  the  other  ruen  clinging  to 
him:  they  thus  fupporicd  tbemldves  ii, 
the  water  for  four  hours,  wbeo  they 
were  taken  up  by  fome  people  from  the 
Ihure.  Lieut.  Campbell  vvas  tlu*  fuppoit 
and  comfort  of  a  blind  and  aged  faiberr 
he  was  a  moft  affedtMnate  brother,  | 
fteady  friend,  an  accomplilhed  gentle* 
man,  and  an  excellent  olBcer.  Thf 
grief  occalloned  by  his  untimely  death  it 
much  more  eaftly  felt  than  defefibedi 
He  was  univerfally  beloved  by  all  hit  ao> 
quaiutance.”  .  >  1 

We  hear  from  Kelfo,  that  STr  Jamcf 
Douglas  has  ordered  a  large  quantity  nf 
oats  to  be  made  down  into  meal,  and 
dirtribuicd  amongft  the  poor  people  oa 
liis  eftate;  and  ha?  alfo  lent  a  pared  «f 
broom  to  each  of  them  for  fuel:  an  ex* 
ample  worthy  of  imitation  in  tbc  preicAl 
inclement  feafon.  -  1 

From  the  fame  place,  we  ate  told,  that 
the  week  before  laft,  upon  the  ice  breakr 
ing  ill  the  river,  the  quantity  that  caflU 
down  waB  io  great  as  to  intcrrnpt  the 
paiTige  through  the  bridge,  by  which  a 
prodigious  quantity  was  thrown  out  oa 
the  adjacent  grounds,  fume  acres  along 
the  river  being  wholly  covered  with  icc 
of  a  very  great  thickuels. 

We  are  informed  from  Perth,  thit 
lately  the  magifti^tcs  of  that  placc^aftoj 
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yoiflg  through  ihc  (hops  where  bread 
was  told,  and  making  a  general  exami¬ 
nation  and  trial  of  the  weight  thereof, 
and  finding  a  confiderable  quantity  of  it 
deficient,  and  wanting  the  marks appiUnt- 
ed  hy  law,  they  confil'cated  the  bread, 
which  they  ordered  to  be  diftribuied 
among  the  poor;  and  fined  the  bakers 
and  others,  in  terms  of  law,  to  the 
amount  of  15  I.  fterling,  which  they  alfo 
ordered  to  be  given  to  the  poor* 

E*trad  of  a  letter  froJH-Dundee^ ' 

Jan  2^. 

“  Anfhngft  the  feveral  entertainments 
of  tills  place,  the  Speculative  Society 
claims  the  pre  eminence.  Formed  on  a 
rational  fyftem,  it  hath  become  the  re¬ 
fort  of  great  numbers  who  feafl  on  the 
knowledge  and  ingenuity  of  the  fpeakers. 
Tribes  of  females,  deterting  the  card- 
table,  fltrek  thither,  and  acknowledge 
the  hq^riority  of  ptiilofophy.  This  in- 
ftitutir'O  promifeth  great  fuccefs.  Vari¬ 
ous  queftions  arc  here  difeuifed  in  a  ma- 
ftcrly  and  becoming  manner.  Here  the 
yvuing  men  may  be  trained  up  to  orato¬ 
ry  and  graceful  deliverance,  and  after¬ 
wards  become  an  ornament  to  the  great 
council  of  the  nation.  Drinking  en- 
tereth  not  the  walls  of  this  ftKicty,  and 
}lart7iofiy  and  Good  Order  keep  the 
porch.  This  focicty  hath  taken  for  a 
device  a  card,  on  which  is  reprefented  a ' 
view  of  the  hxricly,  upheld  by  three  fe¬ 
male  figures,  l^irtuef  Eloquence  and 
Conte tnplation  and  fupporied  by  two 
ma'c'dine  ones.  Knowledge  and  Learn¬ 
ing  ;  and  the  motto  is,  Dignurn  A- 
piente,  bonoque  ejl'^ 

On  Saturday  night  laft  came  on  a  pro¬ 
digious  fall  of  fnow,  which  continued 
till  Sunday  night  without  intemniffi' *0, 
and  which  ftill  lie?  very  deep.  The  al¬ 
ternate  froft  and  thaw  have  rendered  the 
ftretU  and  roads  extremely  flippery  and 
dangerous,  and  many  accidents  have 
happened  in  confequencc.*^Wc  arc  told 
the  ftoremafters  nave  fuflfered  much, 
and  that  many  fheep  have  died  by  the 
feverity  of  the  weather,  which  has  been 
rcmart-ibly  cold  and  ftormy  through  the 
whole  courfc  of  the  winter. 

Fiora  Silver- mills,  a  little  northward 
v>f  this  city,  wc  are  informed  of  a  very 
Angular  incident.  On  the  nights  of  the 
2d,  ajd,  and  X4th  inft.  the  Canon-mills 
am,  by  reafon  of  the  ttrtenfenefs  of  the 
roll,  was  lb  gorged  with  ice  and  fnow, 
hat  af  laft  the  water,  finding  nb  vent, 
Agnated  to  fueU  a  degree,  that  it  over- 
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flowed  the  lower  floors  of  the  houfes  ia 
Silver- mills,  which  obliged  many  of  th^ 
inhabitants  to  remove  to  the  ^ 

grounds  adjacent.  One  family  io 
ticular,  not  perceiving  their  danger,  tM 
they  obferved  a  cradle  vv'ith  a  child  in  It 
afloat  in  the  kitchen,  and  the  furnituhh 
all  a-fwimming,  found  it  ncceifary  t^ 
make  their  efcape  out  of  the  windows^ 
and  were  carried  on  borlcback  to  drr 
land. 

On  Monday  laft,  hte  in  the  evenings 
two  genficmen  of  the  army,  refiding  ia 
the  neighbourhood  of  this  city,  were  at-» 
tacked,  coming  from  Fortiburgh,  near 
the  Weft-port  well,  by  flve  banditti;  but^ 
after  a  (tout  rcfiftance,  and  aft  obftinatc 
fcnflle,  the  gcntlennen  put  the  villains 
Right  without  their  booty. — It  appears 
upon  inquiry  made,  that  two  of  the  aly 
failants,  from  the  defeription  of  thei^ 
perfons,  are  already  outlaws,  being  bi^ 
niihed  this  county  by  a  fentence  of  the 
fhenff;  and  it  is  hoped,  that  they  an<| 
their  wicked  accomplices  will  not  efcape 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  officers  dt 
that  aiftive  magiftrate. 

On  Miinday  came  on  before  the  hjgb 
court  of  judiciary,  the  trial  of  Margaret 
and  Agnes  Adams,  for  the  murder  cif 
Janet  MTqtyrc  at  Glafgow  fVol,  xxiU 
F.  an.].  Mr  Bofwell  moved  the  coui% 
on  the  part  of  Agnes,  to  allow  the  trill 
of  her  and  her  After  to  go  on  (tparatcly^ 
as  he  intended  to  bring  Margaret  as  an 
evidence  in  exculpation  of  her  After  Ag¬ 
nes.  This  plea  the  court  repelled,  an(| 
proceeded  to  the  trial.  After  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  witneiTes,  the  evidence 
was  fu  .Timed  up  for  the  crown  by 
Solicitor  General ;  for  Margaret  Adanl’ 
by  James  Bofwell,  £4q;  and  for  Agnep 
Adam  by  Edward  ^^Curmtck,  £iq^ 
jury,  on  ^Tuefday,  returned  their 
Terdi^,  all  in  one  voice  finding  the 
panels  gurlty ;  whereupon  they  went 
fenteoced  to  be  hanged  in  the  Grafs* 
market  on  the  ad  of  March  next,  ao4 
their  bodies  to  be  given  to  Ur  Monro  fof 
difle^on.  The  cldeft  of  the  girls  ie 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  the  young- 
eft  only  (ixteen. 

This  forenoon,  piindt  Baillie,  who  wif 
foroicHy  fcntenced  to  death  by  the  court 
of  jofticiary  for  murder,  but  received  htf 
majefty’s  pardon,  on  condition  of  baniflr** 
ing  himfclf  to  the  plantationi,  having 
failed  to  ebtemper  the  conditions  thereof 
Was  again  brought  before  the  faid  courts 
and  it  appearing  that  tie  could  adduoe  06 


rational  cxcufe  why  he  had  not  tranf- 
poricd  hinafclf,  was  again  fentcnccd  to 
be  hangeii  in  the  G>  als-mai  Icet  on  the 
30th  t»f  March  next. — At  lame  time 
M*KrP7je  and  Allan,  fornierly  mention' 
ed,  were,  on  their  own  priiiionb,  baniih- 
cd  to  the  plantations  for  life 

YcHcrday  afternoon  was  held  in  the 
Council  chamber,  in  pri  fence  of  the  lord 
provod  and  magiRra^o,  a  comparative 
trial  for  fupplying  the  vacancy  in  the 
high'fchool  of  Edinburgh,  «)Ccarioned  by 
the  death  of  the  late  Mr  Bartlet.  There 
were  eight  or  nine  candidates,  w'ho  un* 
derwenl  a  ftridt  examination  in  Livy  and 
Horace,  with  a  verlion  out  of  Pliitarch*s 
Lives.  Ten  very  learned  judges  attend* 
cd,  viz*  five  profefTors  of  the  univerlity, 
and  five  of  the  mioHlers  of  Edinburgh, 
^hen  Mr  William  Nicol,  ftudent  of  phy- 
fic,  was  unanimoiilly  preferred,  and 
gained  high  applaufc  in  every  branch  of 
the  examination. 

The  trudeci  for  firtteries,  manufac¬ 
tures,  and  improvements  iu  Scotland, 
have  come  to  a  rcfolution  of  paying 
fome  attention  to  the  ftlhcrics  upon  our 
coads.  They  have  odered  a  piemium 
of  60 1.  to  the  perfon  or  company,  whofc 
velfel,  of  30  tons  burden  or  upwards, 
lliall  take  and  cure  the  greated  quantity 
ind  value  of  cod,  ling,  and  nilk  in  the 
year  1774,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  men  employed  ;  for  the  fecond  great* 
rd  quantity  they  give  a  premium  of  50 1, 
for  the  third  greated  quantity  40 1.  avd 
for  the  fourth  greated  quantity  30 1.; 
and  the  trudecs  recommend  it  to  every 
competitor  to  make  a  trial  of  Mr  Cobb’s 
incthoil  of  fitting  the  lines,  and  to  keep 
an  exad  account  of  the  fuccefs  of  it. 

The  fidiing  upon  the  c<»ads  of  Scot* 
land  is  an  objed  which  has  been  much 
lieglcded ;  an  objed  which  all  perfons, 
acquainted  with  the  fituatiun  and  com* 
imrcc  of  this  country,  have  agreed 
wouUl,  if  proper  attention  was  paid  to 
it,  prove  an  incxhaudible  fourcc  of  riches. 
If  parliament  was  to  take  our  hiheries 
into  their  ferious  conlideratioii,  and  fome 
gentUmcn  of  fpirit  in  this  country  pa¬ 
tronize  the  promotion  of  them,  we  may 
venture  to  affirm,  that  the  emigrations, 
fo  loudly  complained  of,  would  ftK)u 
ccafe,  and  thoufands  of  our  poor  coun¬ 
trymen,  now  darving  for  want  of  bread, 
would  find  employment. » 

BIRTH. 

Jan.  10.  At  London,  the  right  hon. 
lady  Miry  Walker,  of  a  daughter. 


DEATHS. 

Dec.  15.  At  New-Tarbet,  MUntowo, 
in  the  1 7ih  year  of  his  age,  Jofepb  Mont- 
gomery,  fon  of  John  Montgomery  mer¬ 
chant  there,  a  youth  of  a  mod  protnifing 
genius,  amiable  and  engaging  in  his  dc* 
portment,  and  much  and  juftty  regreted 
by  his  afflided  parents,  and  by  all  who 
had  an  opportunity  to  know  him. 

Jan.  II.  At  the  Hague,  John  Covert- 
Adolphus,  baron  of  Hardenbroek,  lord 
of  Wedlvm^mde,  and  of  Lint,  &c.  &c. 

16.  At  the  manfion*  houte,  Newcaftle, 
in  the  58th  year  of  his  age,  the  right 
vvorflupful  Matthew  Scafe,  Efq;  mayor 
of  that  city. 

16.  At  Earlfh.all,  Mrs  Helen  Bruce, 
fpoufe  to  Walter  VVemyfs  of  Latboker, 
Efq; 

— .  At  Elgin,  in  an  advanced  age, 
James  Robert  fon  of  Bifbop-miln, 
feveral  times  proved  of  Elgin. 

19.  At  Dumfcrmlinc,  the  rev.  Mr 
Thomas  Cillcfpic,  minidcr  there.  Hit 
condud  through  the  whole  of  his  life  did 
honour  to  his  charader  as  a  Chriftiao 
and  a  minider.  His  minidry  wasblefled 
with  remarkable  fuccefs  in  the  different 
places  where  he  occafionally  preached, 
as  well  as  in  the  congregation  among 
whom  he  ftatedly  laboured. — He  wai 
depofed  by  the  General  Aflcmbly  1751, 
for  refufing  to  do  what  he  apprehended 
was  a  violation  of  his  folemn  ordination 
vows.  His  upright  confeientious  vieiri 
were  generally  acknowledged  even  by 
thofc  who  voted  that  fcntcnce.*  Fir 
from  relenting  this  unprecedented  feve« 
rity,  he  retained  the  dneereft  regard  to 
the  church  of  Scotland,  w'as  defirous  of 
miuiderial  communion  with  her  meal* 
hers,  and  on  his  death-bed  was  planning 
meafu^’cs  for  getting  his  church  made  1 
Chapel  of  Eafc  on  the  fame  fitting  with 
that  at  Leith. — He  was  willing  to  facri- 
hce  every  thing,  except  conlbicnof  vkI 
duty,  to  the  gaining  and  prelerving  unity 
and  peace. 

ai.  At  Aberdeen,  in  the  9ofh  year  of 
his  age,  Mr  George  Forbes  merchant, 
and  formerly  one  of  the  bailies  of  thU 
city. 

13.  At  Edinburgh,  James  Gartfhorei 
of  Alderdon,  Efq;  writer  to  the  GgncCi 

Erratum  in  Marriages,  P.  i«8. 
Rofedoc,  Rofs-lbire,  read  the  fidc  Ot 
Loch*Lom«>nU,  Dumbarton* Ibire. 


